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. practice has secured a permanent foot-
hold in Europe. This is asserted as an
inducement for the credulous to become
converts to the doctrine, the tendency
to follow in the wake of European cur-
rents of opinion on some subjects being
an obvious weakness of a portion of our
countrymen. The following facts, com-

‘municated for the London Medical
Times, exhibit the numerical ratio of
homeopathy practitioners to the popu-
lation, and the regular profession in
Great Britain :— ‘ :

1st.  Of London.

The population of London amounts
to about. . ... R
The number of medical practition-
ers, practising in London, whose
names appear in the ¢ London
Medical Directory,” is. . . .2,571
The number of homaopathic prac-
titioners, pracising in London,
accordingtothe accredited ¢list,’
in the British Journal of Hom-
@opathy for January, 1850, is.48
Ofthese 48 homopathic practition-
ers, 22 ‘are not in the London
.~ Medical Directory, atall; and of
" the 26 which remain,10 are grad-
uates in medicine, and 16 are sur-
- geons or surgeon-apothecaries.
Of the ten graduates, 6 appear to
have the Edinburgh degree, 1
- Aberdeen and Paris, 1 Aberdeen
and ' Turbingen, 1 Aberdeen, 1
Erlangen. :
2d. Of the Provinces.
According to the Provincial Medi-
" cal Directory, there are of medi-
" cal practitioners, pratising in the
. provinces. ......... e 8,327
. According to the “homeopathic
- list,” ‘already referred to, there
‘are, of homcopathic practitioners

- practising in the provinces...52 .

Of these 52 homeeopathic practition-
ers, 16 are not in the Provincial Medi-
cal - Directory at all; 4'are in it, but
their qualifications are not vouched for
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by the Editor of the Directory; and of.

the remaining 32 whose names appear
in the Directory, 18 are. graduates in
medicine, and 14 are surgeons or sur-
geon-apothecaries. S

- Of the 18 graduates, 13 possess the

Edinburgh degree, ‘3 St.. Andrews, 1

Glasgow, 1is an Est. Lic. Lon. Coll. Ph.
- There appear, therefore, tobe in Eng-
land, about 10,898 medical practition-

.ers; but suppose that we make a liber~
al deduction from' this number of 898,
as practitioners of doubtful license, and
make the number of legalized practi-
tioners 10,000 instead of 10,898; then
out of this number appears the insignifi-
cant proportion of 28 graduates in med-
icine, and 45 general practitioners, who
call themselves homeopaths, and who
profess to practice as such.. |
By the foregoing statisties it is appa-
ent that sugar pellets are not in very
general repute in Great Britain. They
are just now much more in vogue in this
country. But the truth, probably is,
that having travelled to England before
visiting the United States, the' system
has had its day, and is now in the sear
and yellow leaf of whatever popalarity
it may have had heretofore in that king-
dom. That it will have its decline and
fall in this country in a few years, it re-
quires hut little shrewdness to foresée.—
But it may be doubted if this result will
denote any abatement of the spirit of
quackery. The same credulity and love
of the marvelous which have fostered
homaopathy, and other impositions,
will remain. A portion of every com-
munity will still insist on being duped ;
*and, doubtless, the fertility of mvention
will be adequate to supply a worthy
successor o the fictionsof Hahnemann.
—Buffalo Medical Journal. -

Assurance Qfficés & Medical Referees.
—The dispute which has so long existed
between Assurance Offices and Medical
Practitioners, respecting the payment of
a fee for filling up the usual certificate
of the health of a person, has been re-
cently turned into a question of law in’
the’ County Court of Colchester. The
profession is, we cousider, greally in-
debted to Mr. S. A. Philbrick, a surgeon’
of that town, for procuring a decision uo "
a subject which has created so much dis-
cussion ; and although this decision' is,
in one sense, notso favourable.as we
might have anticipated, it fixes the, law
on a clear basis, and shows how,in fu-.
ture cases, 2 man may place himsell in
‘a position either to secure compensation,

.or entirely discharge himselfof the trou-
ble and responsibility of filling up these’
assurance-certificates. The caseto which
we refer is that of PHILERICK V. WHET-
HaAM; it was tried in the County Cour
of Clochesteron tlic 2d- instant. — As the



