
3 EVANS--THE TREATMENT OF ECLAMPSIA.

nant woman has her urine loaded with albumin, the kidneys are not
working properly. It is ridiculous to say that thie kidneys have nothing
to do with the convulsions whicl are imminent. Dr. Decotret, director
of the largest maternity hospital in Canada, has collected several hun-
dred cases of albumuria of pregnancy, anu in no case has eclampsia
supervened when the albuminuria was recognized one month before
delivery. Although the urine nay be loaded with albumin, if the
patient is put on a milk diet for a month before delivery, convulsions
lave not occurred. Acting on this suggestion, I treated a case I had
sent me a few inontlis ago in the saine way, the albumin cleared up
and she had no convulsions. In a case of convulsions I believe that a

grain of morphia hypodernically would' be the best thing to give.
Threr cases which I reportei eai received first a ..- grain. of morphine,
then 10 minims of veratrum viride, and thon an injection of a pit of
salt solution, and neither of these cases had convulsions after the treat-
ment was begun Dr. Deeotret employs this treatment in his. cases
of clampsia and he has lad no deaths in over 50 cases, with the ex-
ception of two or three who were comatose when brought in. The i
grain of morphia will relax the tension to some extent, but the veratrum
viride repeated every quarter hour until the pulse falls to f orty is the best
means of relieving the terrible vascular spasm and allowing the blood
to get into the brain and kidneys. Some 30 meibers of the American
Gynocological Society are strongly in favour of its administration, some
giving it until the pulse cones down to 40. Some objection has been
niade to the morphia on the ground that it dries up the secretion, but
as the kidneys are not secreting at all this does not need to be taken
into account. With regard to the emptying of the uterus immediately
I was at one time in favour of this if the kidneys were likely to suffer
permanent danage or ruin, but since I have seen the resulis of absolute
nilk diet before, and the morphine and veratrum if convulsions come

on, I no longer feel that that is necessary.· If the convulsions were not
scon stopped, I would be in favour of delivering the woman as soon
as possible. I am not in favour of using powerful instruments, and
I may say that on speaking to several prominent doctors in Europe;
I found that they were all of the opinion that the Bossi dilator vas
a dangerous instrument. lydrostatie pressure was more natural and
much safer.

Di. Si-iAwv: In mentionîing the various theories as to the cause of
eclampsia, Dr. Evans omitted to mention one which appeals io me very
strongly, I refer to lerz's theory, that the toxins circulating in the
bood cause a functional paralysis at first of the liver, and secondarily
of the kidney, and also in the spleen, which may account for the non-
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