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sot down in the Abstract, the Inspector will allow ench tender to
seleet such of the said branches as are naturally adapted to the
positign of the sbool; such Aclections to be in all eases subject to
the ollowmw condmons

. (@ The first four columns under * Efficiency of Teacher” must
be filled in for all competxtors of whatever gmde.

(&) Of the subjects named in the remnaining FounriL£es columng
each competing teacher may choose not lus than snvan, orif
Primary School, not less than ¥1vE, on which the examination for
. competive purposes shall be made.

© In Elemnentary Competmg Schools'the teacher shall not be
at liberty to omit vocal music or lnear drawing from the list of
subjects of examination.

The competitions will be decided as heretofors on the general
principle of average standing. ‘Marks on certain more important
peints will however exert a double and in some eases a treble
foree, according to fixed rules adopted for guidance in makwg
these decisions.® . The Inspeotors will see the necessity for increas-

«ing care and faithfulness in making the report on the competition.
By order of the Councit,
T. . Raso, Supt. of Educatwn.

* The fourteen branchies of scholarship :u'vc of equal force,

LETTER FROM THE REV. J. M. IIENSLEY,
EXAMINER IN DEPARTMENT OF LANGUAGE.

D. b,

N making a few observations on the recent examination, as far
as concerns the department of language, I cannot retrain
from expressing my opinion that the change introduced into the
mode of conducting the examinations has already produced bLene-
ficial results.  As yet I know nothing of the decisions in the other
departments, and I am, therefore, ignorant of the finad resulis w
the candidates, nor have I made any accurate comparison between
the papers of last autumn and this spring; at the sane time I have
no hesitation in stating that in general precision, fulness, and style
of exccution, the papers of this spring eahibit o very deaded
progress. .

It is well known to thosec who have paid any attention to the
present system, that the examiners know nothing about the candi-
dates whose papers they have to examine, they do not even know
in what County they have been examined. A number on the
outside of the cavelope containing the papers, is the only distin-
guishing mark. By this method an cffectual check is provided

against the operation of either prejudice vr partiality, feclings by |

which the most conscienttous are liable tp be influenced.

While speaking of this, it may not Le out of place to mention
that in the course of my inspection of the papers. my attention
was arrested by the excellence of those of a numbe. of candidates,
evidently exanuned in one place, as was shewn by the consecutives
ness of the numbers on thel euvelopes.  Almost all of them were
considerably above the average, and many of them of superior

sexcellence. I noted the gumbers at the time, and when I had

lockéd over all the papers 1 requested the Superintendent of )

,Bducauon, for my.own satisfaction, to let me know whether there
. xvas anything in the training or circumstances of these candidates
. w}uch wonld : account for this satisfactory result. I¥e informed me
ﬂmt they avere all pupils of the Provincial Normal School, and

that they had exhibited similar superiority in the other depart- |

.ments. I need hardly add that it :\{rqrds the best evidence of the
exccllc.ncc of Lhc training 1mpartcd in that institution.

Onc.grcnt, bcncﬁt of, the present system youst be the gradual
elcvauon of teaching as a.profession.  So long as the licenses were
confined to the rcspcctxve Coun'.:es, and the cxmmnauons con-
ductcd mth little.or no aucmpt at nmformxt;, the position of the
teachcr wag uncertam, and his oppormnmcs ot advancm" llnmsclf
,cxcccdmgly fimited Now his license is Valid all ‘over tlxc Pro-
vmct., and he can avail himself of any opening that occurs for
.xmpxoung his position. It is to be hoped that this will be realized

pIORL, aml anorg by tbc \vholc bogl; pf tcacbem, and t}mt, while
a}!}PJZ..., )dl’}’“’bb pcrcuvc dchcts in y,fxo prescnt fastem, tIzc; mll
aQQ&}cxr best tg renderit efficiont, ‘and thus p promote "o interests |
the Province, “as well as of ‘their own noble profession. The
;aﬂuenco of teachers must ncccssanly ‘be very great; their position

'ought to'be améng the foremost; it rests very much withthem- | ¢he,

e e

selves to make it so.

The department of language includes Latin and Greek, English
gramuar, analysis of sentences, prosody and composition. Of the
papers in Latin and Greck, I would observe that those in the former
lunguage were in general superior to those in the latter, both in
quantity and quality. One or two of the translations from the
Latin were entirely free from any scrious error, and displayed a
very creditable amount of scholarship.  In a few instances the ver-
sions were tov frve, buing rather paraphrases than translations;
which, although admissible in an oral examination, are not desira-
ble in & written one, where the examiner has no means of testing
the aceuracy of the candidate. Those who are experienced in
teaching know that a free version is as often a refuge for inaceu-
racy, as a manifestation ot scholarship. In cases where this mode
of translation is adopted by the candidate, it is better to indicate,
by anote or otherwise, that the original construction is clearly
understood.

It i3 well alsy for candidates to remember that it 1 of no use to
supply answers to questions not in their papers.  If the examiners
attached any value to such answers it would be much the same
thing as allowing the caudidates to examine themselves. It is
obvious that if such a state of things were admitted, it would be
the simplest mode for cach one to prepare a number of answers,
and put them down on his paper, whatever may be the questions
proposed to him. Instances occur in which this has evidently been
the method pursued, when the eandidate not being able to answer
the actual question, has thought it better to answer an imaginary
one of his own.

I do not believe, however, that this will account for all the
auswers to questivns not submnitted, or for more than a moderate
portion of them. I think that in very many cases, in the huvry
and excitement felt on such an occasion, the candidates do not
always give suflicient attention to the question, but aunxious to
make the inost of their limited time, skim over the questions, dash-
ing down their answers without mature consideration. This is
especially the case in the definitions supplied in answer to questions,
or, to give an example from the last examination, where it was re-
quired to give the principal parts of certain verbs. as- cleave (to
split), cleave (to stick), &e., several of the candidates conjugated
“to split” and “to stick,” as well as the words actually required.

The best plan is to give carcful consideration to each question,
and to endeavor to give it a thorough answer; as a few questions
fully worked out, are of 1uore value than a number answered im-
perfectly. On the same principle there should be a strict adherence
to the forms of parsing and analysis given in the papers.

One of the points which the examiners are required to report on
is the number of ordinary words mis-spelled. In my department
there was a decided improvement exhibited in this respect at the

‘last examination. Very fow deserved to be reported as extremely

deficient in this matter, and the majority were almost entirely free
from error. It is worthy of note, however, that no word was wmore
frequently misspelled than ¢ grammar,” which appeared under
the-fortus of “ gramer,” or * gramar,” or, still oftener, * grammer.”
It is perhaps as well tomention that when a word occurs more than
onee, it is not sufficient to spell it correctly in one place only, and
mcorrectly elsewhere ; for the examiners have no means of knowing
which way the candidate esteems the correct one.  Cases have
come under my nohce, in which the same word has been spelt in
three different ways in one exercise.

I would recommend future candidates to write their answers on
cach subject on separate sheets of paper, and, if possible, to write
all the answers of cach subject on the same sheet. More justice
can be doae by the examiner when hie has all the ansivers before
him in compact forn, than when he has to hunt them up on six
or cight littlo slips of paper, as is sometimes the case.

J. M. Hexsiev.

King's Col., Windsor.

POPULAR ERRORS CONCERNING EDUCATION, AND
THEIR INFLUENCE.

. BY D. \'ASM’!TH, F.SQ-, BARRISTER-AT-LAW. - .

[From thé Journal bf “Education_for the Province of Quebecj
HAT Parents have a nght to mlerfere with School Discipline.—
Let us, in, approachmg this, sub_;ect, concede to. parents that
icouceivable harm they o by, their avtiuns, conversations, and
dcfiofis in“this rédpéet, )s*’ltfnbuta‘b)c 46 mistakosr Tonihesy, and



