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halting in oue of its forks, he humps Lis
Lucay Diistivs [is lair, 1vuas dun i aad with
aleadiing eyes, wud wlliis @ soundd sumes
what-hihe the purnng ol a o, thioagn far
lowder, ‘The crack of the huistess rule usus
-ally plus-an end to these demonstrations,
and.the covwar drops o the ground .either.
dead of wouded, 1t valy the kuter, a des-

crate fight casues-between -hun-dud the
dugs, with severl of wie he ueually
Jeave o mark that dstin guizhies tucastfor
the et ol tiele dises,

The sercen o e cougar: is a common
phrace,  [Uis sat very coaamm Ut i {reds
tare ixaddicted to sercaming altuough noises
of 18 Jad loand i the noctumal torest
have been attanited to b, Haaters, how-
ever; have certanly never heand: hun, . and
they believe Uiat tue scream talkedgabout
procecds fromuiie of the wauicivu, speeis
of 0Wls that iudibit the decp fureais of Ao
sicd At shortiatervals, the - congar does
make hiMseif heand i & uste winen sone-
what resembles a deep-draivit sigh, or as if
one were o uiter with an eatremely -guttu-
ral expression -the sy Hables: < Co-oa,-or
even * Cougar? s it from this that he de-
nves his trivial name ? . .

Somge years axo; while residiug in Louisi-
ana, Fwag tob o squatter’s story, which-1
have realon tp heheve to be trie in overy
patticnlar.  Ihad it fromn the sqaatter hin-
self, andthat is iy reasuit for endorsing its
truth, as I kuew the paraator, 1ade ereature
though he-was, 1o bz & man-of undoubied
veraedy,  Asan wmewdeut of hunter-hie, the

-story may possess somo mterest for the wen-
‘emal reader;. but to the naturalist jt will be
.cqually interesting, as illustrating 'a curious
Arait it the charater of -the cougar, as well
as othar preying animals, when under the
influence of fear—the fear of some. common
danger.” These lose at all times their fero-
city; and will not inolest. even those animals
upon vwhidh they «are accustomed to prey. 1
haved observed tins forbearance often thnes
myself, but the: stoty-of the squatter-wall
Aully illusteate it. I shall give it in the lan-
guage that fell from his owu lipas nearly
us ['ean remeinber itz— ’ T

¢ Wal, steenger, we hev loods byur in Loozy-
anny, sich as, 1-gaess, you'se never seed the
lite ol in Englind.  England ‘ain t big cnéugh
10 hiev sich floods, One o' 'an- ud- kiver yur
wiole country, 1 hew heern said. I won't,say
HiL-ar's teae, as'J ain't.acquiinied -with yur
Jegraphy. I know howsomdever, thay're mighty.
big feeshets. hyar, as Isubed a-shify wmore'n &
hendred mile “acrusst one v em, whar thar
wan't tiothin® tolslscen Lt ¢y press tops peepn’
aut o' the w:ucr@‘i‘hc flouds, as 3¢ kuow. comé
every year, but them ar big unes only -onest in
a while, ‘\'.xl,-:'nb\)ut tea Mears 'ago, I located
in"the Red [ River Loltess, about hity mile or
ther:abaut below. Nacketuslty whar I bailtme a
shauty. T hed lefe oy wife an’ two yotig crit-
teos fn Massissippy state, intendms to go buck
1 em in tho spring , su, 3€ see, T war all atone
by meself, excéplin’ my ole ttare, a Colling's axe

aw' of coorie my ride,. . '
‘U hed tinished the shaptFiall but the chickin'
aa' the huwildin’ o' . chimbly;‘kl:cu what - shed

<ot oNhut one o' e tarition flovd.. It war |-

a* nidit when it bogan (o make. its appearance.
“agleep on the floor o’ the shanty, au’ the
Gt wacain’ £ hied o itware the feel o the water
Saakin' through my ole Llanket, I had been a-
-dioCain'y i’ trort it War rainin’, And then agin
1 tleret tat L war bein'- drowned in the Massis-
<ipli; but I wan't many sccouds awoke, tll I
B« vdowhat it fac i wality | so Ljumped 'to
amy- 4ot ilke n started buek, an’ groped my way
Lt door, A sight that war when [got thar,
3 ) Jarred a picceo geound avound the shan-
Ay = -Lapple o acres or Letter—I hed: left the
sei s 3 good three feet high; thar wan't-a
A to be séon: My clarir, stumps an’ all,
W sndee-wated; an’:I7could. see it slnin’
dnesugg e treegall round the shanty, Of coorse
sy Lot - thoughts war ahaut iy rile; an' I

1

turned -huck irito the shanty, an'luid my claws
Apot Gt Yuica Caugh,  Lnest went in gearch
o' my olo may. © She wan't Lard to find ; for it
ever 4 critler made a noise, sho did.  Sho war
ted to a treo close by the shanty, un’ the way
She war o squeatin' war a caution to cats.
Caand ber up to the bolly in water,. pitchin’.an’
fluundecin' all gound tho teee,  Sho bpd uothin®
on but the rope that she wac bitched by, "Both
suddle an' bridto ‘hed- been iwashed-uway; 'so |
nade the rape into a sott o' Jalter, an’ mounted
wer ‘buarehweaed. Jest then” Lo begun to thing
waar Lwar wegoin’.  The hu) couutry appeancd
tder wister,-un’ the nearest neighbor 1-bed
lived serosst the pazairy ten miles offt [ knew
that hiz-shanty .sot on-high ‘ground, but how
war ] to ot taar? 1t wae.nsght, 1 mout lose
wy way, and ride chuek iuto theriver. When
Ltbort o tlua; L concluded? it mout be better to
ty at my own sicinty til morain's I could
fnteh the une ansule-1o- heep -her feom  boin’
fusanl away , an’ fur meself,-1 could*c'dub on
tae root.  Howsomdever, whide L war thinkiv
un ting, [ noticad that thoe water wae a-deepen-
ud, w it jest ki dato wy head, (hat it ud'soon
e deep enotgn to deowad my ole mare.” For
ueseit § warn't frigutenced, 1 mout o clomba
e, an’ stayed -thar till the -tlood fell;.butl
shed o lost the mar,.nn’ that- critter war-too
vallyable t0 thnk o' sich a sacrytizo ; 50 1 made
ap my mind to chance crossin’ tho parwiry. ‘Char
warn’t no time to be wasted—nce'era minnit; 50
I gin:the 1nar o Kick. or-two ia. the 1ibs, an’.
started. ’ ’ ) ;

‘I fuund the path out tothe cdge of the pa-
raicy easy cavagh. I hed blazed it when I fust
¢ome to tbe place; aw’, 23 the, night war.nota
very.dark one, I ¢ould see the blazes as I passed
atseen the trees,  My.mag knew. the track 43
woll as eself, an' awaltered through at a sharp
rate; for'she knew too thar.wan't uo time to be
wasted. [n five minnites we kim out on .the
cdge o' the parairy, an’ jest as 1expected -the
Ll thing war Rawvered with water; an’ logkin’
like o big pond. 1could sec it shinin' “clur
acrosst to the other side o' the openin’. As
fuck .ud hev.it, X could jest gita glimp o' the
trees on the fur side o' tho parairy, Thar war
4 big clump'o' cypress,-that 1 could see plain
cnough; so L koew this war clost to my neigh-
bor's shauty ; so I gin oy critter the switch, an’
struck ‘right for-it. ~As [left* the timwer, the
mar war up to ber hips.  Of course, I expected
4 good grist o heavy. wadin', Lut Lucd oy idce
that the water war a-gwine to git much higher:
thar's whar [ made my mistake. I-hedn't got
more'n a kupple o' wiles out, when I diskivered
tliat the thing war a-risin’ rapidly, for-I; sced
the mar war a-gettin' deeper an’ deeper. Twan't
Bo use turnin’ back now., Iud’lose the mar to
‘aidead cortainty, if 1 didw't ‘make the-high
ground; so I spoke to tue critter 10 do hier best,
an'. hep on. The poor beest dedn't nced any
whippii’ —lic-kuew- as well a3 I did meself
thiar war danger, an'she.war a doin’ her darud-
€31, an no nstake. Sull the water nz,'an' kep
a-risi, untl it come ¢lur up to bee shoulders.
I begun to gget skeast in-ariest. We waru't
morca half acrosst, an’ Iseed’ i it Tiz-inuch
more we ud hev-to swim fur it. Iwau't L
astray about that, The nunit arter it scemed to
decpen suddintiy, asf tar war o boliow, in the
pararcy . I heerd the mar givo 4 load gouty an
then go duww, -tifl £ war up o the-waist, Sle
riz agin - the nixt:winit, -Lat I'could. tcll- from
the smooth ridin® that -shie war off the bottom.
She.war sivimnun'; ea no mistake, .

£ At fust I'thort o headin' hcr back to the
shanty ; an' L dsew Ler round with that intent;
but tuen’ her:which way 1-would, I found shie
could nv longer tonch bottom, Iguess; siranger
I avar_ in a quandairy. about then. ['gan 0
think that both my own an’ oy mar's time war
come in airnest, for I hed no jdee that the erit~
tee could jver swim to the othier side, specially
witl 1a¢ on her back, an’ particklarly as at that
time- thes2 hyer ribs had a sight more griskin
upon ‘e than ey hev-now. I'wan't much
under.two hundred at :he time, an’ that ar no
light weight I veckin. “Wall I.war about reck-
inin"-up, -1 hed got to_ thinkin' o' "Mary av' the
childer, and the old shaaty in. the Mississippi,
aw’.a hegp o' “things thstf had IeRk unsctiled,
‘an’.that now come into 1y licad to troublé me.
The mar war stitl plangin' ahead ;. but I.scod
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ghe war sinkin7dceper an' deeper, an’ fust Toosin’
her strengih, an’ [ know she coutdn't” hold-out
much longer. I thort at this timo that'if I got
off o' her Lack, aw’ tuk hald o the tuil she saous.
manage a leetle better. So { slipped bagkwards-
over bicr bips, an’ grupped tho long hale, "It did
do some’ good, for sho swum higher; but we got-
mighty stov: through tha. water, an' 1 haw but
leetle hopes we should reach laud. -
‘I war towed in this way about a quarter o’
a mile, when [.spied somectbin’ floatin’ on the
water a lectle abiead. It hed growed consider-
ably darker; but tkar war stilt light enough to
show mo. that the thing wara'log. An indeo-
nowgentered wmy brainspan, that { mout save
mesclf by takin® to tuo log. The mar ud then
bave a’ better chance for herself; an' ‘mayba
when cascd o' deaggin’ my carcass, that war a-
keein' her back, sho mout make lootin' soinc-

whar. So I waited till sho gota little closter; ¥
an’ then, lettin® go o' her tail, I clasped the logw -

an' crawled on to it. Tho ruar swumh ou appee.

rintly "ithout tiseing me. I sced her disappesr .

through the darkuess; but I didn't 23:much as
say good-by to her, Yor 1 war afeard tuatimy.
voice might bring ber back agin,an’ she mought
strike the log with her hoofs, an’ whammel it
way o _'
?'I wan't Tong on the log till I seed it wrt a-
riftin, for thar war a current in the water that
sct tol'ble sharp acroast the .parairy. I had
crawled up at onc cend, an’ got stridelegs; but

"] as the log dipped considerable, {-war still over .,

the hams in the watér.. I thort I'mout bo more-
comfortablo towards the middle, an’ war about

to pull the thing more - uader me, wwhen-all at .

once I seed thar war somothin' elumped - up on
tothercend o the log. 'Twan't very clurat tho
tinic, .for it bad - been . a-growin' clonaicr ever
since I left the shanty, but 'twae clur eaough to-
shew me that the thm%-v:ar a varmint:” v bat
so1i. I couldn't tell.. " [t mout~bo a bar,. an’ it
mout not ; but I had my suspects it war.cyther
& Lar or a painter. I wan’t left long in. (f'oubt
about the thing’s gender. "The log kep making
circles o3 it drifted, "an’ -when the varmint ki
round into a different light, I caught'a glimp o’
it3 eycs.” I knew them cyes to be no bar's eyes:
they war paintor’s eycs. an'no mistuke. I reck-
in,. strenger, I felt very queery jest about then,
1 t_ﬁidn’t try 1y go any ncarcr ‘the . middle o' tho
log; baut instead o' that, T wriggled back until 1
war right plum on tho cend of it, an’-could git
no furthér. ““Thar I sot for o' good long ' spell
lithout movin’ hand or foot, I darn't make-a
motion, as I war afeard it mout tempt the var-

.mint to attack me. "I hed no weepun. but:myp

knife; I had lct go 0" oy riflo when I slid from
wy mar's back, un’ it-had gone.to the bottom
long since. I wan't in any conditioit to stand a.
tussle with the painter nohow; so I war deter~
muined to Iet hina alone as long’s heoud me,.

“ £Wal, we drifted on for a good hour, I gucss,
‘ithout cyther o' us stirrin.' W sot face to face;
2w’ now an' then'the curzont wd setthe logina
sort o' up an-dowa motion, an. then the paiuter
an’ I'kept bowin' -to. cach other.like a_pair o
bolrsawyers.” T could sce all the while that the
varmint’s eyes war fixed upon biine, an' 1 never

about. “So I'lay quict, an’’Jot her biev her own- |
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tuk mine from lis'n; I'kaow'd 'twat the only™

‘way to keep bim'still,

. ‘T war jest prospectin’” what ud be the endin’
o' the busincss, when Isted wo- war- g-gottin’
closter to the timmer: "twan’t more than’ two
miles off; - bt "twar all under water *éeptin’ the-
tops o' the trees, I war thinkin' that when the
log shed float innmong the branches, I mout slip
off, an’ git my claws upon a'tree, ithout sayin’
to my teavellin’ corapanion,  Jest at that min-
nit somethin® appeared dead ahead o'-the logi—
It war like a island, but what could hev brought
a island thar?- Then I recollcets that I hied sced
apicce ¢ high. ground  about that part o'-tho
})miry_—a sort o' mound that hed . been wade by

ajuns, I 'pose.  Thig, then, that tooked liken
island, war the top o' that mound. sure cnongh.
The log war a-driftin’ in sichawzy that [ sced it
must pass within twenty yards o' the mound. I
detormiucd then, as soon as we shed git along-
side, to put out for it, :an' leave the
‘continae hiz voyage ithout me. ] )
: T8 \When'I fust sighted” the' island I sced some-
thin’ that Lled tuk for bushes.  But thar wan't

painter to.

10 bishes on'the mound—<batI kuowd: How- .
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