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of the remainder of the insect. The colour of these spots is certainiy flotunlike that of the lurninous organs of the Ltsmpyrids, yet it is hard soimagine what possible use a truiy diurnal insect wouid bave for Iuminosity,and how it produces light in a portion so obviously unfitted for thedelicate photogeuîic tissues as a thin, brittle elytron. Some of the reiatedspecies show an extension of the yeiiow spot into a band completeiycrossing the elytra, together witb a similar colouration aiong the front edgeand a portion of the sides of the wing.i.ases, whiie stili othera have neariyone-half of the elytra surface taken sp with titis yellowish, non-metallic
colouration.

ON TIIE IDENTITY OF (FRICHOGRA,11lfA) NEOZ'RICHO-
GRAfMA JAPONICU4I (ASHMEAI>).

liV A. A. GIRAULT, URBANA, ILLIJNOIS.
In the flrst pages of the current <igi s) volume of the Transactionsof the American Entomologicai Society, 1 described a new japanese genusof the family TrichogrammiatidS based on Ibis species, whose identity atthe time was more or iess uncertain. The gentil was Neatri./ogramnna,

and beforejaponicum was definiteiy known, the type species of tise newgenus waî ,îamed acutiventre MS.; formerly, aiso, 1 ide,îîified the speciesas X aculivenire Girault AIS., namnely. at the time the species was firstseen by me. However, the error was corrected in the original descriptionof tihe genus before publication, but it is desirabie to make a bni explasia.tion concerning the basis for claiming idestity. This explanation shouldbe expected, if not demanded, for thse tesson that we have already taken
too ntuch for granted in systematic work.

Trichogrammatids have been especiaiiy difficuit ta identify, mostlyfor tise reason that many of thse species were wrongly placed as regardsgenera and aiso briellY, or else erroneously, described and thse type speci.mens rtissing or in bad condition. For this reason it once seemed hope.lesa to me to attempt ta identify more than a smaîl fraction of the describedspecies of these minute parasites. Because of the confusion existing intise literature concerning tise definition of ?'ric/îogramna Westwood, andmore especially because a comparatively large number of species ofdifferent genera liad been described as nsembers of tisis genus, I was forcedta conclude that tise position of japonicum was uncertain generically ;itsbrief original description gave no generic cliaracters, tise author of tisespecies had previously described several common species of the family asnîetbers of 11richagram,,a, witicis subsequently have been sitown ta be
ju,.91


