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grew impationt at not being allowed to carry on the war alone. To
satisfy them, wo had to hasten to begin the siege and to mount
our first battery. When it opened for the first time, the whole
moumtains resounled with their yells and joyous cries. We were
dispensed during the operations from taking much tronble to ascer-
tain the effect of our firing 3 the wild yelig'of the Indiaus soon car-
ried this information in” every direction. I seriously thought of
changing my quarters; the distance which intervened between
them and were my neophytes were, lolt mo o duties te perform,
but before this change took place an alarming incident occurred.
The frequent trips which the enemy made doring the day towards
their boats made us suspect some grand move was in cont :mpla-
tion. A umor got abroad that they intended 1o burn our war and
commisaariat supplies, M. de Launay, captain of a French regi-
ment of grenadiers was instructed to watch over the boats which
contained them. The skilful measures he had devised rendered it
almost a subject of regret to us that the cuemy did not show him-
self. I, subsequently to this, joined my Abnuguis and remained
with them during the remamnder of the campaign. Nothing of note
took place for some days, except the promptitude with which the
siege operations progressed. Qur second battery was crected in
two days. This was lor the Iudians the occasion for a new holiday,
which “they celebrated in a style befitting warriors, They were
constantly hovering around onr gunners, whase skill they admired,
Nor was their admiraticn barren i results.  They were resvlved
to make themselves usetul in every way; undertakiog to act as
gunners, and one in patticular got very expert, A savage having
himseif pointed a gun, struck «xactly a rerreating angle, on which
he had been told to take aim. Ie however dechned trying a
second shot, alteging that as he had at the ouset atained to per-
fection, he ought not to risk his reputation on a second attempt.
But what seemed 1o astonish the savages most n our siege opera-
tions was the several zigzags of a trench which, like subterranean
passages, ate s0 useful w protecting the besiegers from the fire of
the busieged. They witnessed with unbounded curiosity the firash
and perfection wiich the French grenadiers bestowed on their
works., The foree of example soon mduced them to set to, with
pick and hoe, to open a tiench towards the fortified rock, a task
confided 10 them. " They soon had extended the trench so far tha
they got within gun =hot. M. de Villiers, brother to M. de Jumon-
ville, an officer whose name alone indicated merit, took advantage
of this trench to march up with a detachment of Caradians in order
10 open fire on the outer defeuces of the enemy. The action was
sharp, loug and bloody for the enemy, who abandoned these outer
wotks j—1he chief entrenchments wounld also have been carned
that day if their captore covld have ensured the fall of the place.
Each day was symuhised by some britham feat of arms, enher by
the French, the Canadians or the savages. In the meantime the
enemy held out resolutely, buoyed up with hopes of a prompt relief.
Anvial ovcurrence which happened then ought to have grealy
decreased these hopes.  Our scouts :met in the woads three mes-
sengers, who nad teft Fon Lydis (Edward) : they killed the first,
captured the second, aud the third eseaped by swiftuess of foot. A
tetier was discovered in a hol ow bullet concealed on the boiv of
the dead nessenger with so much art, that none save a so'ther
experienced in these wnatters could have detected it,  This letter
waz signed by the commanzler of Fort Lyis, and address»d to the
commander of Fost Georze. It comamed the summary of th:e con-
fession extoried from 2 Canadian, made prisoner on the first mght
of our arrival,  He had stated that our army consisted of 11,000
nen, and vor Indan allies of 2,000, with mgst fornudable arullery.
This was ertoncons, and our foces were cfsiderably over-estim-
ated. But the error did not proceed from frand, wineh, however
useful it can be to any coumry, cannot be pardoned by an honorable
man, be he ever so patriotte.  Until this campaign, the largest
armies from Canada had rarely exceeded 800 men; surprise and
wonder magnifi~d ours to those unaccustomed to see consideiable
ones. I have often, during the campaign, witnessed greater illu-
sions in this way. Tihe commanderof Fort Lydis concluded his
letter by informing his colleague that the intersst of the king, his
master, did not peenut him to send any soldiers from the fort 7 that
it was his diny 1o capitutate and make the best of terms.

The best use Montealm fancied this letter could be applied, was
to have it delivered to its address by the surviving despatch-bearer,
who had been captured. The English offices (Munro) thanked
him, and hoped he would continue to act with the same courtesy.
This act either indicated that he was joking, or else a pre'onged
resistance. The actual state of the place did not presage the latter:
one-half of its batterie~ dismounted and rendered useless by our
guns; lerror amongst the besieged, whose courage was ouly kept
up by rum; finally, frequent descrtions—all combined to show

that surrendar was close at hand. Snch was the opinion of
deserters, who would have come in crowds had not our Indian
allies incronsed the perils attending such a-feat,

Amongst those who sought refuge 1 our ranks, there was an
individual belonging 10 a neighbormg republe, eur faithful ally,
who enabled me to claim him saon, as a returned son of tho chureh,
I visited him soon at the hospital, where he lay wounded. On my
return, [ noticed a general movement n all quarters of the camp
~Trench, Canadians and Tndians, all ran to arms.  The rumor of
the arrival of sucenr to the enemy had caused this commotion,
Anudst alarm, M. de Montealm, with that conlness which marks a
master mind, made arrangzements for the satety of our trerches, of
our baiteries and boats, and then left to head the asemy. I was
quietly seated at the door of my tent, tiom which [ could see our
troops eo by, when an Abnaquis put an end to my contemplative
mood, by nhceremaoniously saying to me: « Father, you pledged
yourself that no dunger would deter you from comiag (o admi-
nister (o us the rites.of your religion 5 do you tiunk our wounded
men could come lo you rom the ballle-field, across these moun~
tains 2 W'e now start to fight, and leok o you to fulfil your pro-
mise.”> This strong appeal made e forget my fatizues, I tuok
my position with alacnty in lront of our rezu ars.  After a forced
narch, [ arrived at a spot where my people, i frout of all the
troops, were waiting for the banle to begn. T deputed, on the spot,
messengers to bring them all togeither, and gave them a general
abselution before meeting the enviny ; but no enemy came. M.
de Mountcalm, in order not to lose the advantage of his preparations,
sought to bring them out by the following stratagem. He proposed
that the French and Canadians should simulate a fizht, whilst the
Indians, seereted in the woods, should lie in wait for the enemy,
who would assuredly make a sortie, Qur Iroquors approved ol the
plan, but alleged that the day was too far gone. The other savages
were in favor of the ruse de guerre, but the excuse of the Iroquois
prevailed 5 eo that all had to withdraw witheut secwg anytlung
more than the preparitions for a fight. At last, the next day being
the eve of the féte of Samt Lawrence aml the seventh after our
urnval, the trenches having been pushed as far as the gacdens, we
were just going to mount our third and Iast battery. The closeness
of the fort ‘et us to hope that in three or four days it miszht be
assaulted by ail our forces, and brezched; butthe enemy saved us
the tzouble "and dauger: they hung out the whité flag, and asked
to surrender.

We are now drawing near to the capitulation of the furt, and to
the bloady catastiophe which ensued.  No doubt that every corner
of Europe has echoed with the news of thi: melancholy event,
whose odious character (unexplained) i< calculated to cast & sigma
on France. Your eqmiy wil! soon be in a poution 1o decide
whether this horrible charge iests, or not, on malig-uty or on igno-
rauce of the facts. T shall merely adduce circumstances so public
and €0 incontrovertible, that I can even, without fear of contra-
diction, appeal to the testimony of the Euglish ofiicers who saw
trem and suffered from them.  The Marquis of Moutcalm, before
granting any capitulation, had thought proper, in order to have the
capitulahion respected, 1o consnlt afl the fndian tnbes present. He
assembled a!l their chiels, and laid before them the terms of the
surrender ; 1t granted to the garrison the right to murch out of the
fort with all the honors of war, imposing on them the obligation
not 10 serve for ewhteen months aganst the King of France, and
o retease all the Canadians made prisoners during this war.
These terms received generad asseat and approbation, an? were
sig: ed by the generals o1 both armies.  Con-eguentry, the French
army, drawn up i lize of battle, advanced towards the fort, to take
possesston of it in the name of His Most Christian Mujesty, whilst
the English troops, wu good order, teft it 10 go aud postihemselves,
amtil the uext day, in the retreachments.  Their warch was not
nterrupted by a viotation of the rights of nations. But scon the
savages gave good cavse of zomplaunt. Whilst the French were
entening the fort, the savages had crowded in numbers, in its inte-
rior, by the port-holes, in order to plunder, as plunder had been
promised 1o them, but p under dut nut suffice, Several sick being
100 ill 10 foilow thesr friends i therr honorable captalazion, had
remained mn the casematesy these fe'l victims to the unmercifuol
cruelty of the savages: they-were buchered m my piesence.
saw one of thuse firnds 1esue from one of those pestiferous case-
mate-, which thirst of blond alone coukl have mnduced him to enter,
beaning inumphantly i his hand 2 homan head all bloody ; he
would not hiave been more proud of the richest trophy imaginab'e.

This was but the prelude 1o the tragedy to be enucted on the
morrow. At daybreak. the Indianse crowded ronnd the defences.
‘They began by askmg the Enghsh for all the effects, provisions

and valuables which their covetons eyes could detect 5 buy their



