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there were but six inonthst difference in the ages of Christ and of XHjs

forerunner, our Lord's birth woul 1 occur not Jater than 749 A. t-.

Yet agyain, our Lord Himrself said, "Friartv and six years wYas tluis

temple ini building ;" and the eigliteenth year of Ilerod's roigti, when hie

bogan the rcbuilding, ivould coincide ivitl' 73.9 A.U. '1'Iir woffld n

the lorty-six ycnrs end solmewliore about 778 or 779 A. u. If our Lord

-%vas thon about thirty yoars old, Iis biirtlî-year woukt carry us bakto
.749 A&. u. Other coniirinatory tostimony, as collated and ccrnpared by D)r.
Edward Robinson and others, conclusively fixes this sanie year as the ate,

so tlîat the year now -,pening rcally is the year 1900, and ivill thIuS comrlt

the ineteenth century, and introduce the twentieth, of the Christian era.
IMit not a correction of the calendar bo miade in accordance Iwith,

these fkicts? If Pope Gregory XIII. could rcformn the calcudar in 158o,
taking out ton days in October, to restore to its truc place ini the soasons
the vernal equinox, and if Britain could, aftor 0one hundred and se.venty
years' dolay, adopt the now% style and counit Septombor 3d Soptomiber 1.ýtl,
why cannot the caleudar of Christian nations bo once more adjusted, so

as to cail Iblis newv year by its iruie nane, 1900 A.D., if the conclusions Of
the best clîrozîoIogists are to be truisted? .And if SO, 'vhat a celebratioîi

of the birth of Christ should ho kzept by all the followors of our Lord.,,as j
Christmas Day of' this year Fliall couaplete the fuli nineteen centuries Silice

the angels sang the nativity chorus over Detlo.heom l' What a spectacle
11niglit bo presented to angels and mien if thore wcro a representativo

g(-atliering of ail evangelical disciples in the very land wvhere, the L;ighlt of
the world. first shone ! Wliat if iiativity week could ho kept at 1Jeru-
Saloem, Christmnas Day i tself being obsorved at 13 etlilehenl thte whlloI
celebration înarkcd by the crection lu Beothlehemu of soîne perma11ýnenit
inemorial, such ns a home fur colinnoi! worship for ail truc believers, j
halting-place for pilgriuîs to and fromn mission fields, and a cou ter for
inissionary operaticils ! 'What if, on successive dnys, thiere Nvere devout
assomblies, presided over by representatives of tlîé different branches of
the Church of Christ, such. as tihe. Archbisliop of CDtb r -I)m lichard

S.- ïStorrs, Bishop J. M. Thoburn, froîxi Iuîdia, Cavalier Matteo Proelhet,
()f P'ome, lioV. J. Hudson Taylor, of China, the venerable, Anidrewv Thoin-
son, D.D., of Edinbnrgh, *Williamn E. Gladstone, and others wio, at humjje
and abroad are reco-nizedi leaders ini mîissions ! Wlîat aL lit way tu tîsiier
in tie tNvltieth century, with prayers and praises to Ilini vho waýs bornin

Bethlehem in the days cf 11erod the king ! Whaýt an incen ive tl) a nuite(d
and earnest effort to pusl, tUic linos Uf holy occupation tO tlic very ciitor-
]Most ends of the carth!

If this be truc, that wc are on the very verge of th(,wntchcetr
Of the Ch:-istiain era, the oultlook- is conwnensurately extensive an mpr

tant It ~ome us look about ns and -study anciv our conditions, to

lood bac audis reVietou couse, to look ahead and be ready for. lewrik
and nw duies. ithoît aY a4tcmDpt to exhaust a tiieme So vast i


