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human counsel, being left to deal with issues of such vast import, but
it is sometimes the way of the Supreme Ruler to carry out Iis great
designs through a single individual.

Canning, notwithstanding his success, was ever ycarning for Eng-
land, the centre of his affections and ambitions, Having resigned his
position in Constantinople, we find him again at home, but it is not,
for long. In 1814, he was sent to assist in the reconstruction of
Switzerland, and later, in connection with Swiss affairs, he mingles in
the crowd of sovereigns, soldiers and statesmen who gather at the
Vienna Congress. .

In 1819, he went for three years as Minister to the United States,
and, in 1824, he received his appointment as Ambassador to Turkey.
At this time, the question of the liberation of Greece and her resto-
ration to an independent existence, was one which enlisted the atten-
tion of many generous souls. Canning was one who, from an enthu-
siastic interest in the classic past and an ever-kindling indignation at
cruelty and oppression, as well as sympathy in struggles for attain-
ment of just human rights, naturally felt deeply in reference to the
future of Greece. Before going to Constantinople, his instructions
embraced a visit to the courtlof St. Petersburg, for the purpose of ne-
gotiations in connection with the Greek question. Returning from
Russia, he was marriea to the lovely lady who scems to have been a
rare helpmeet: through his remaining years. Her intelligeni sympathy,
restraining entlene%, and sincere piety enriched and strengthened
his life. On their way to Constantinople they visited Greece. Canning
there had informal conferences with the Greek patriots, and saw w1th
his own eyes some of the horrors which had stirred so many hearts,
Iie wrote, at this time: “Heavens ! how I long to be the instrument
of repairing such calamities by carrying my mission of peace and de-
liverance to a successful issue.” Thus he eatered upon this period of
his work at Constantinople which was that of mediation in reference
to Greek affairs. Laborious, indeed, were his efforts, though fruitless.

These were times of tragedies. Fear of the Janizaries had so
shaken the heart of the Sultan that he considered their extermination
a necessity for self-preservation and they perished in blood. Murders
abounded. Life was of little account. Corpses floated past the home
of the British Legation, on the Bosphorus. The reign of terror was
enhanced in its horrors by the presence of the plague. Conflagrations
raged, brt still the Ambassador, with his brave young wife, remained
at their post. In the Autumn of 1827 came the baftle of Navarino.
The day of mediation was over. The flags of the consulswere struck
and the three embassies of England, France and Russia disappeared
from the scene. Canning returned to England, but in 1829 was sent
to the conference at Poros, to discuss the form of government and
‘frontier for Greece. e paused in the harbor of Navarino, where “a




