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autobiography of thec ivriter ditriîig the last
4)0 years o! bis Ille. WCV secIii hl ol olne

~f bs xanyeoutryvilasinteresting hiimi-
self in agriculture, or Planting Blhrubberies,
or otlicrwise inîproving Iiis estate, and iii

amuiihunselir with. pictures and statues,
jiust as a country gentleman docs to-day.
Noîv lve find lm at lloine--sick of the nf-vife
aiid ambition of this vain and selfislî world-
a spectator of the great gailnes whIiclî Pollupey
set oii foot at the opcnling of biis theatre,
and recording, Iis testiniony faiv.st the bar-
bavities inflice-ed by t-hoglîdatr upon the
CICI)haiit, - Il uit noble Ialiml lz-ic lias
Somclthing iii it which resecînhies illa» " (JEpis.
adI Painitiares, vii. 1). We aiso gee the
literary -side of 1,-.; fIde portraycd. Wlîat a,
lover of bookcs wvas lie! "I amn liere," lie
wvritcs to Atticus, Ilfceding on Faustus'
lilbrary. You ight suppose that it ias on
the exqusito productions of Putcoli and
Licriiiiuii. Thiere is no wvant of these ; but,
to Say the truth, in thie prosent state of the
republic, 1 have lest iny relishi for other en-
joyrnents and plensures, a1mi4 fiuda support aid
relireslinient froni books alonc: and -%vou1d
ratiier occupy that littie sent of yours under
tlie statue of Aristotle [iii Atticus' library.1,
th:m the curule cliair." (iv. 9, I-Ieberdcn's
Traus). Il Iere 1 amn devouring books witlî
a wVoud(erful »Inan (so in truthi 1 estcem in)
Dioeiysînis, '«b o sends biis comuplimnts to you
atud :îht your family. 'I'i1othiiîg- is i uore dle-
liciotis than tiiiivcrs-al i?iforîniation.' "(
ad. e. iv. 2)». 111 another of his letters, lie

Js.1vs that -wlin bis librarian Tyrannis hiad
airiiinged bis book,,, it scenicd as if lus liotise
11.1a1 got a seul. We finf1 1dmii nt olle tiîiîo
~' berringlu fricud Lo Seiîd Iiini twvo of bis
issistant -librarians tu lîelp Tyranuis to glue
the parchinonts, âad to bring wvitlî themi -.
hilld skUnl of parelîmeut to nIake indexes.

t 1k tells Attictis on ne acemit te part with
Lais Iibrary, as lie is puttig by ]lis savings
to be able to purcliase it, as6 a, rcsoiuce iu luis
uld mge. ]?oor Cicero! Ho iiever had oc-
casion to iuivest lus savings in thie covetedk -!ý letters are alse valuable in opening up
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before uis the stnte of sociotty at thuat timle in
Reine, alla the iîlaîîierts auud. custoius of the
people. Tliey (Io for Romnan society wluit
Pepys' Diary does for tuie polite sii'ýuity of
Eîigland( duiîug the reguî of the second
Chiarles.

Perliaps thie grea test valuie te us o! cicero's
corresponeuonce is the liglut it tlîrows uipont
conteinperary history. lus letters ce'ver the
o velutfu-l '20 years froin.I is consulshil) te bis1
death (B.O.65-43). It wzis a timeeof great inen

adgi'ent dccdts, great crimes and grent
sufferings. Tha.ttstirriing period saw Poipey
establisli the Romnan kziîidonî on the ruisa
of the M:icedonian; it :dso saw the mnurder
of Pollpey; it saw tie ride of the lirst and
second triurnvirates; it saw Caesar's cou-
quests and bis assassination ; it saw tUec great
battle.- ui larsaiia amid of Manda, C.Italilie's
Conbpiraey, Sallust's E xpuIsuon, and Cato's
suicide. Cicero's letters- cever this pericd.
III thèse evelnts lie tockiîuteuiseiuiterest. Ve
eau thus look behiiîd the ,;ellies 111oî1 the
actors iii tiiose terrible drainas, auîdt sec the
motives and luopes aîîd fbars tlîat swaycd
thiem. Thecy show uis thie despair and suifer-
ing lvhichl always follow 'luc1î scelles o! car-
na.-ge aud lblocdl, aud unholy ambition. "Dur-
ing the tlirco days titat I staid nit Laodicea,
tlîrcc at Apainea, audà thîrec -at Synuado, I
lîcard of îîothing but the innbility of the
p)eople te pay the lîead iiîoncy~ iuipôsed iuiol
theicii; the nilversal sale of goods ; Uhe groalis
anîd Ian. ientatioîîs of the dces,-tlie fatal traces,

I not of iinan, but of sonie savage beast. Iii
short, I arn.sick of cvrtigcciof mîy
lifc-." (Ep (d. A.tt. y. 16). "luat ai terrible
picturo tat ! Iii the pictiiresque la.,ngua.ge
of biis biographier: "lWe hcar [ii» Cicero's3
letters] thie groaiîs of the cxpiring mp~ubhic,
wbh i ad been xnortally wo uudcd during
the long civil wars of -Marius and Sylla, and
wvas fast Sin.kiug 11nd(er the flood. of social
and political corruption lvlich is sure to
folloîv ini the trini of civil wvaî. At oiue
trne 'e watehl iitlî cagcr impatienlce the
arrivai of a courier at Tuisclxîhun, wvith a
lotter front, Atticus, tellingr Iis fricîid the
news of the (11y; alla lu Cicero's reply We


