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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

bound hand foot, appetite knawing like ¢ the worm that
never dies,” drags them to your bary, counters and
shops, ur to the shops of those you furnish, and you
might to ali intents and purposes, as well hold your
vicims and force them to drink. Their appetite forces
them, and but for your liquor, they had never had the
appetite. .

« It is imposaible but that offences will come, but wo
unto hita through whom they come.” By you, come
these offences. ¢ Wo unto him that giveth his neighhor
dnink, that putteth thy botle to A¥m and maketh him
drunken.”” Public semiment may be disregarded, con-
ventional law may be set ut naught, but there is a
sterner tribunal—a more inflexible faw, less easy to an-
awer 2o, and escape from. He that despoileth the
hiomes of others, can hardly escape without having his
own despoiled. ¢ As ye siw, so shall ye reap.” Thine,
oh ! rumseller, is a fearful work ; fearful in its effects
upon individual happiness «nd prasperity—fearful in its
effects upon the public weal, and fearful in its e.ﬁ‘ecls
upon the persons and families of thnse engaged in it

Public Dinners.

Public dinners, says H. Greeley, are public nuisances
—flagranty so. They ara relic of out-grown barbar-
1sm which esteems eating and drinking the chief ends of
tife, and would show affection as Joseph did to his bro-
ther Benjatmin —by giving him three times asgreata mess
as was spportioned to his half-brothers. It is every
way unworthy of our age to attempt to honor, reward
or show admiration for a public benefactor by feasting

Mr. 8.———, I neverdrink wine, spirits, ale or porter, but | am
very much obliged o you. But Te.a, I replied, you haye
been in the habit of using them, ».d why leave them off?
ic which he added—He had neve tasted any of them, and
had experienced so much content. ut aod happiness with-
out them, aund had witnessed so much misery and destryc-
tion caused by their usc, that he never would touch thenm,
Wa arrived safe at Halifax—f'om went to sea a few more
years, hut is now living on shore. [ frequently meet him,
and the last time [ saw him only a few days since—be was
the sat.a Tom, with the same smiling, contented and happy,
dark face, firm in his opinions, and not a year older tgan
when we wete together on board the good barque G—,

The fact of having met a man that had never tasted the
intoxicating draught, filled my mind with wonder and amaze-.
ment, and brought me into a serious course of reflection. |
looked upon him then, and have done so ever since, as a be-
ing of a superior order, bronght up in the most humble ranks
of life, a son of Africa—exposed to all the temptations and
seductions of the accursed hawl to escape from its pollution.
What a mind, what a courage must this poor man possess,
and how elevated his position, how superior is he to his
fellow man! When he made to me the startling enunciation,
confirmed by his truthful countenance, which I believe can-
not lie, I feit mean and contemptible standing before him,
inferior in all the principles of moral greatness—I envied his
position ; but the accursed, cruel, and exterminating fashion
of the day, had such a hold, such a gripe upon me, that I
was forced to feel with keenness my degraded state, cum-
pared with this poor African, to acknowledge in silence my
inferiotity, and to live in a state of bondage, until the Crea.
tor in His wisdom and mercy assisted me to throw off the
yoke, and to abandon forever the terrible infatuation,

Very few. men of the present day really krow what it is
to lead a life of Temperance ; they see and hear of total ab-
stainers, but continuing in the habitual use of some one or

him oven when (as a‘ Boston) intoxicating liquors are
excluded. But an ordirary public dinner, ** with a stick
1, 18 essentially & bestiel performance.—Two or three

hundred people are assempled to cat an inordinate meal |

at an unusual and unseasonable hour, paying for it a ‘

Yum that many of them cannot really afford, and wash-
ing it down with inlessant libations of villainously drug-
ged cider and cockroach Madeira, which gets steadily
worse as the company get :nore and more enthu-igsti-
cally and obviously drunk ; —then the speeches, beginning
with the prosy and foggy, and ending, somewaere in the
infancy of the small hours, with the tipsy and the nasty
—then the leathery cloud of cigar smoke which, for the
fast hour or twe, is battened down upon the whole con.
cern, afflicting, torturing, demoralizing all well-bred,
cleanly,uncorrupted senses—and uh ! the sick headaches,
the days of musery, and often the fatal illnesses that follow,
as Death on the Pale Horse was followed—on the
whole, we consider the public dinner the absurdest, stu.
pidest bore of the niueteenth contury.

g————

Temperance Experience.

Fifteen years havo passed away since [ crossed the broad
Aulentic from Liverpool to Halifax—our cook who was also
the steward was a remarkable clean and perfect man in his
station. 1 could not help comparing bim with others I had
sailed with, and placing a very high value upon his pe fec-
tions, excellent qualities, and superiority over his brethren.
It was unusual to idave wine or spirits on a table exposed toa
steward, he would generatly find 2 way to use them and some-
times too profusely, but with Tom the precaution was never
made, and the remnants always remained nntoughed. Oqe
day on leaving tite cabin to waik the deck afterdinner, Isaid
to him—1 have left some wine for you on the table to diink
my health. The snswer received was so unexpeeted and ap-
peared so extraordinary—F shall not forget it as long as I live.

more of the forbidden list, using them moderately, nay, in

(the most sparing manner, they imagine no impropriety, they
i

feel not the ill effects, they see them not, but still they cor
tinue, leading on step to step by their terrible example, host
upon host of their fellow beings, bright-souled, and high-
minded, faultless except in one d’ark failihg, until they are
shrouded in the dust, to await the last trump of the resur-
rection.

The very sound of the word intemperance chills my beart
and fills my sou! with horror.—To think that mon formed
after the image of his Maker, should disgrace, prostitute and
debase himself, become a slave to a sensual and deadly ap-
petite, and place himself below the beasts that perish. By
nature, kind, obliging, instructive, entertaining, under the
influence as the demon, tecame a fiend, his brain on fire—
maddened by the fumes of the accursed liguor—in possession
of the devil, bound with his slavish chains, and ready at
command to murder, rob, steal, become guilty of the full ca-
talogue of crime and enormity. Elevated to the highest
rank and places of society, filling the higuest offices; for the
gratification of a deadly habit, should cast away every feel-
ing of virtue, dignity and honor, aud be hurled from his high
position to mingle with the vilest of the vile! In his ac-
cursed thirst for the poisoning fluid shonld forget all the du-
ties and example of a parent, forego all the happiness and
comforts of a Christian and domestic life, create misery,
discord and beggaty in his fami'y, abandon himself 1o
ruin, and die an outeast, a disgusting remnant of his for-
mer self, to fill the drunkard’s grave I’ Intemperance does
all ths, all proceeds from the first glass, moderate drinking~—
it is one of the foulest blots that ever fell upon the heart of
man, every feeling of nobility, of religious duty, the sacred
ties of marriage, every law of nature, whether moral, men-
tal, or physical, are violated and tent asunder. The poot
victim %ound with an endless chain, the slave to an evil
passion, sold {0 tae monster, may bhid adien to everything
in this world that belongs te health and happiness, the deadly
mark of the beast is imprinted on kis for~* yad—~he cannot
hope for any reward in heaven where ..w.ng impure cap
ever eater,
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