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HEDICAL TESTRIONY.

The following testimoniss were collected and poablished by the
celebrated snd indefatigeble E. C. Drravay, n answer to 2
young doctor in Albahy, who muintuined that alcobolic drinks
shauld nét bo culled poissnous, and that their moderate uss is in
no dogree injuricus to the human constitution. Wo know not
how the phytician in question folt when he suw this noble amny
of authorities.

Says Doct. Thomas D. Mitchell: The ¢ drunkard who
would wish to reform, must bid an everlasting fareweil to
evéry liquid that has the power to intoxicate or poison.”

. Dr. Gordan: ¢ 1t would be difficujt to find a more des-

tractive poisen than ardent spirits.””

. Ure : €It has heen the Aqua Mortis, (the water of
death,) to myriads of the human race.

." Dr. Cheyne : % Ardent spirits are very destructive fo

health, and may be'deemed a poison. Writers apoe Tox-

icology intiade ardent spirits in the list of poisonous sub-
- stances.”

. Dr. Alden; “Onevery organ tliey touch, they operate

as poison.”

r. Harley : « I cammot hesitate to recommend the entire
disuse of such a paison, rather thaa incur the risk necessarily
connected with its moderate use.”

Dr. R. G. Dods: Q. % Do you consider spirits properly
designated as a poison 2 -

A. ¢ Under a proper e.\;;glanation of the term they ma;
be justly called poison ; they are ranked by writers on
medical jurisprudence among the narcotics—¢ acrid
poisons.”  Smalf quantitieg seldom produce effects which
the patient thinks to e hurtfal ; but if repeated, they always
prove more or lessinjurions. The merhid appearances secu
after death, occasioned by ardent spiits, exactly agree with
those which result from poisqning.”

D, Kirk: ¢ What is the natareof avdent spirifs?, All

o456 B6it 52 88 thelr Hasis, 2laahil—a natoo wstimilout
possessing proguriitool the Bind thet opium does—which
you know to ke '8 ¢poison,’—with this addition, that it is
mare imediately imtating fo the iissies of e body to

Which it is applied, than opinm is.”

Dr. E. Jobnson: ¢« What is peison? It is any sab-
stance which, when taken into the system, has the effect
of disordering some of the actions which make up the sum
of life. Aye, but you may say, itis only poisv.lous whea
tgken in sufficient quanfity. True, as regards the imme-
diate destruction of human life ; neither is prussic acid,
nor arsenic, nor mercury, not opium. Prassic acid, there~
fore, and spirit are equally poisonous, though neither will
destroy life unless in sufficient quantity.

¢ We have irrefragable proof that spirit is a poison of the
very same nature as prussic acid, producing the same
effects, Lilling by the same meszns, paralyzing the muscles
of respiration, and so preventing the necessary change of
black inte vermillion blood.””

.Dr. Alden: % Qn cvery organ they touch, they operate
as a poison; they tend directly to induce disease, and
shorten buman life.”

Di. Paris, in his new classification of
vath ¢ acrid poisons.”?

.Mr. Brodie proved by experiments on animals, tirat
¢¢ aleohol und prussic acid were similaf in their effects.”

.

poieons, places it

Dr. Fasr, on reading t- hira by the committee of the
House of Cominons, the testimony of nearly five mbidred
distinguished medical men, who cerdfy ¢ that ardent spirit
is asertained by medical science to be in a strict sense &
poison, and that its use as an arlicle ‘of diet is the direct
cause of an appalling amount of disease and death,”® said
¢ it i3 strictly so in regard to the destruction of life.””

Forty-five physicians of Chio: It is equally %oisonous
with arsenic, operating sometimes more showly but with
equal certainty,”

Dr. R. D. Mussey : ¢ What isa poiden 7 It is that sub-
stance, in whatever forn it may be, which, when zpplied
to a living surface, disconcerts and disturbs life’s healthy:
movemernts.

s [t may, indeed, be mixed with nutritious subsiances
but if it goes into the blood, it is thrown off as soon as the
system can accomplish its deliverance.

4 Now, such a poison is alcohol.  Such in all its forms,
miX it up in what yew may.  The same is true of arssuic
or corrosive sublimate.

¢ That a person may be in the habit of taking it, and
may yet survive and enjoy tolerable health, is no proof that
itisnot a poison. Will any man pretend fo deny tnat
arsenic is a poison, and a very s'rong poison? Yet, there
are in Germany a number of farmers who are in the hebdit’
ot making a daily use of arsenic.

¢ One man carried this habit so far, as to take two grains
of arsenic into his system every day, and said that he eould-
by no means dispense with it. Vet does any man believe
that an idtvidual may indulge in such a habit and upt hdye
his life shortened by it ? .

# Men should clearly understand the distinetion belween
nutriment and poison ; and if much poiso.. does much harm
a litile poison does a little harm. And under the sawe gir-
cumstances of censtitution, the operation of peisan will be
uniform.” S

Says Dr. H. Green: % Afcohal, in 2t forma-iade be
regarded 23 the most viralent poison.”” B
i D Nott : ¢« That pure alcohol is poison, is an addmiited

fact.” -

Dr. Sprague: ¢ Do you make the poison, or do yout use
it, or é¢ you sell it

Dr. Horatio Potter: ¢ The testimony of physicians is
thiform 214 unequivosal. They pronouace aleohol & goison‘
They tell us that it is so considered and classed by all
writers on Blateria Medica, and they will even point ont
the precise place which ii vccupies among the ¢ vegetable
narcolic poisons.”””

What the Jmown qualities of alcoholic drinks axe, is then
settled, and settled by autherity.

Alcohol is poisom, and alcoholic drinis are alcokolic
poisens ; snd being so, the nc§{ inguiry is whether such

oisons must produce disease of the stomach, when used
rabitually ¢ . .

Dr., Frank, ¢Their tendency, when used even moderately
is to induce disease, p.emature old age, and death.”

Dr. Emlen, « All use of ardent spirits (1. . a8 a dkipk)
is an abuse. They are mischievous under all cifcum-
stances.”? i

———=¢ Half the men every year who die of fevprs
might recover had they not been in the babit of usipg
ardent spirits, and many a man who was never intoxicated,
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