
The Present Position of the Ghur-cl of Scodland.

IlNearly li uni n ccociat amny lie givea of the ex.
îaberaat, firtility oi* the ensacrru ai of the westerna coast
randî of the lticrttive clia-acter of the commerce
%vli raiglit ho there carrical ou %vere it not for the
destructive slave trtde I haive Ihecil iaalbanîd by nIe
capaia oir a mcrcait, vescI wvho waî3 lang 01) Iho
enstern coai, thant hefoire the slave trade albsorlaade ahec
wilîole attenltion of thae people. two fiiecanat silaijs
u5ed te bai annuaally despaaclaed iroain Lisboni, %vliieia

for the most paltry nutfit broughome carpossaaifroni
£40.000 to £6ol,000.

Ot(ller test jmanja's iiialit bc ndded te show~ thant the
Africaia is rot waniig iii these qualities whvlai accota-
pan'y Civili7ation, naad that lie only reqiaires riglit di-
rectiot te giveua te lais iaadustry aind intelligenîce Io>
qaaailiry in fur itrcourase wvith the more refaactl
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Thais pamphlet contains a vindication of' the
condatot of that partv iii the chutrcli, by whose
praise-%vorthy exertions the veto act lias been
passed, and %ve puiVpOSO devotmg- a flew pages to
an expositioan of its contents, tnore especially as
we have seen ini divers of tlic ncwspapers laat
have found tlieir way into Liais province, state-
inents mnade coice;rningr Liis lawv calciflated to
prejudice the public mind. The grievaî:ce or
patronage 15 110 îîew topic of di2-cI.ýSioa ni Scot-
lanad -. froanl flic passing of* the ct hy 0Qaiea
Anne) thlere lias been ona the part oUftlac cliorcla
a persýeveringr protest against its abuse, In thie
yearly letter addressed to the Crowii, at the
conclusion of cach Geameral Asseiiably, there was
so far bark as 1736, a clauîse insertcd remnstra-
ting nigainst this grievance. This public pro-
test %vas contintied ua;til 1781; and dniring al
the interniediale limne, lntil 1US2, the Eubjeet
%vas more or iess rer-laianed agrainst, citlier in
c1hurch courts, or flîromîgl t'ae 1mediuni of the
press. It %vas itot, laowevcr, tintai that ycar that
divers aile and pieus men %vere led to look more
narrowi'y into the real state of auatters between
thae churcli and state, in virtue of the laiv of pa-
troage;, and the resuit of' tlîeir labors; was a
resoluition to give eflcect to Ille Cali, of tlic peo-
pie, îo7dcl& co-existcd iiîi the nomination of thec
)atroia. Dr. Cîtalaners bad publislied some able
papers in lais ieCivie Ecoiîomy of large towns,"
calliaîg the attention of fthe churcli and commu-
nity to this subjece, so far back as 1819-a wvork,
we may observe, xviaicli has inflienced the opin-
ionis and doings of Christian statesmen and phi-
]antlîropists perhaps more than any other wvork
that has becii puiblislied in modern times. That
the churelih did retaini a power in the settlement

of a miaîister to a parish is plain from the fact
just mentioned, niiaaîely, tjiat thae zct of Qaieca
Anne laad no effect in settiaig; aside the cail o4
the part of' Ille pteople, neitîjer did it affect the
practie ptirsued by tlae 1resbytery et' mnodera-
ting ian the cail, and of sittiaag in judgment
on al the circumnstances of the case, namaely
I lie cliaracter and acquireanents of the pro-
sontc, and of lus speciat compctency to
iiiînister thie word aîîd ordinances unto the
pecolîle amiong %vliom lie wvas to bce settled.-
Indeed, this wvas so wvcll understood, that
on oane occasion, a Croi'n presentation, in
favor of one ivilo could preacli only in E nglish,
%vas set aside, becatise t wvas for the edification
of the parisliioners tliat lie slîould have a ser-
vice in Gaelic. The crowvn officers acquiesced
in the decision, tus ndiiiîtingr an inlierent right
in te chuirch courts to judgye of the qualifica-
tions or the presenîe; and il lias beezu for de-
claring, by a dermnite act or assetnbly, not the
abolition of patronage, but the principle of non-
intrusion, wliicli has brouglit Iliat court int au
apparcrnt collision with the civil power. Ilaving
moade these remarkzs, we shahl now quote froni
the tracts at the head of this article:- '

}i avinga -viewv at once,"1 says dIe writer, Ilt h
permanectt peace aaîd efflciency of thae clauach wvitain
lt.; own pale, atnd te ils svcaarity as the cs:ablishcd
claurcli or t country, many of its sinca'ac and int2l-
Iigeacar friende, Nvlii tlaey eau eVor -round Stromgly (le-
prccatcd the total abolition of patron-.ag,-became
conviaiceci of the propria»ty"and necessiiay of introdu-
ciaa- some measure îy %vlaicli the uaîcontrollcd exercise
uni, ilbe abuses of tiant riglat miglat bce resta-aineal. It
%vas tlaouglat most uîîadvisablc to apply to the leg-isîn-
vire~, if thie object coulai bc otherwise effected; but
doubt; lîaviaag becra cxpressed how far the required
remcdy, if -applicd by thte aaaîhority of the clîurch
alune, niight it trench upon tie civil ri,,ins of pat-


