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of shegspeot'JcsusChrist aniong the chosent people
of . Indoing titis ta the utmost shey woniri only
be repaying a debt of gratitude ta the Jews, ta vitoi
had been commisscd the oracles of God. It might lie
said wîit greas truth that christianity liad been nurs-

*cd inlte lap ofiudaism. In some p laces already the
erertions on behaif cf the Jews hall been -ucccsful
tu a ver>' gratifying degrce. He hinsseif itad seenL a
canvcrscdicw, bptizedat Piymouth,and itewasnow
a zealous minister of the gopel of Christ. There
vas a large body' afthe Jewish people in India, and
ho could see no good reasan wity the suppot of the
Citaich of Scotland should nos be extenfdd ta aid in
the Kood work nov gning on. The Divine favour
had been Often manifested tovards the Jews, flot oni>'
b>' rewarding nations which have befrîended theens,
but by disapproval of those who have treated tem

vush wanton severit>'. The Assembl>' could not
adopt a better ssep titau in forwarding ste objecta of
the overtures.

Dr. Dewar did flot cansider hinsself calledl enta say
whether the wards of thse prophcy, in relation ta the
Jews vere properi>'interpreted; yct we vers under
grea obiain ta thInon epl Gd fi
vas their daty tga into althe world ad pr c the
gospe ta cvery crature; if the>' are ta canve>'ste
gladtidlns o f savatian to ail who are vithin eSir
eh surelyitistioirdut>' 10do alintheirpowerfor

the conversion of the Jecm. There vere %=ay en-
touraging eigus cf the times, and bie trusted shey
vould lie encouraged of God ta ste prosecution of this
gi-est undertalcing. Hc approved of the appointment
of the commitbcc.

Afier a few vards froin Mr. Bridges the comusittee
vas appointed.

0V81TM5 »SEN? TDC âALE or tiqusON 5 TUlE

LoawDs DAY.

On the moation cf Dr. Forbes, the Assenîbi> next
proceeded to the consideration ot ste overture on this
îubject frein the Presbytcty of Gla.-gow. The oser-
ture vas read b>' the Cierk &q foliaws:

,That whereas the existing law ini regard ta public
bouses dees nos make adequate provision against the
sale cf mals or spirittiaus liquars an ste Lord'.î-day:
And vhereas, in cansequence cf titis laxity on te pars
or ste law, a great traffic: is carricd on during
that day in ale and spirits, cspecîaily in the large
towns, whereby the public profanation of the Sabbatlî,
and mach drunkenness, watis its attendant eviis, dis-
case, profligacy, paaperism,and crime, prevail in the
land, te Prcsbytery do hambiy overture the eisaing
General Assmbly ta take thisalarmiug cvii ino steir
mess serionas consideration, and devise whas mecasares
ta temmay becm best, wlîether b>' application'ta thc
Legisiatare or atherwise, for pntng a spcedy and ef-
fectuaI checkc ontisegr=a and ilagrant evils of 5e pr-
bent systeni."

Dr. Forbes said, that it appeared ta him shat very
litie woid require ta be advanced in support of thib
ovei ture. Every member of te Court imust, have
viwessed, and mast have deepiy lamented the citent
ta which lhe evil prevaiied ina alnss very quasier cfi
the coantry. The Presbytery of Glasgow had- had
ste sub;ect brought frcqucntiy before thent, and so0
mauch dîdthe>'feel on ttcsubject, tisaittey'considered
it sheir duty tu o t0 Parliainens Ly petitions, te bring
iindcr the tiod.ie cf ttc Legisiatare the fearf'ul citent
or tic eviL Ttc>' conceivedi froni tite repart cf tite
Comtiihec appoiiited ta inquire iota tte causes of te
spread of drunkenness, and incrasinfi profanation of
the Sabbath hy tte sale cf liquars, tas mach of the
evii arase from an unfortunate anisconception asto the
stateot te law reguaitng public itauses. Sonicyears
ago, an &ci had be insroduced inte Parliament for

the regalation of public boutes, and there eoulàbe no
doubt itat 1: vas the intention of the framer of that
act to put down, as far as possible, tbe demuoraizîng
Practices o! which tliey cowpiained. But it had un.
tortunately happened flhat a reqtriction in that act
againbt the sale of liquors du ring divine service on
the Sabbath, had been construed int a permission to
do so asalother hours ot'that day. The ac to wbiclî
hie referred vas generally known by the tible or
Home Drummond's Art. It had alsn hpppenied that
tii view of the law had been given cifect ta b ya de-
cibion jn te Court uf Judiciary, although te biii h;d
passed by the House of Commons on the distinct un-
derstandin- that the act, though passed iii its prebens
shape, wou'Id flot affect the operasion of te commun
and ancient lava of Scolland. lb vas a izolief in
some quai-sers that thc aliciens statutes of Scosiand
againstte profanation of ste Sabbath were stilli n
fore ; buttbheir operation, if in force, were paralysed
by this act, and the nIaistrates were averse to put
them in force against ofienders in titis doubtful state
of thte law. The publîcaus, of course, presume upon
titis stabe of uncertainty, and carry on the cvil prae-
bice witt hmpunity. Considering, as hie did, titat is
vas peculiarlyte dusy of ste General Assembly to,
wat over the marais of thte country, hie haped thty
vouid use cvcry endeavor wititsheir paver ta put
a checck ta te evils of which lie complained. It vas
realiy lamentable ta contemplate the citent ta witich
titese demoralizing practices were carried, flot only mi
the large towns, ibut even in the country' p arts of
Scotland. There was scarcely a district in the kin-
dom vitere the evil vas flot felt and acknawvled"ed.

Dr. Esdaile considered a great part of the evil ta
arise fraîn the practicc of payingwages on the Satur.
day nighits. Ailer rcceiving their wages, xnany of
afsthcmsat drinking alîhe night, and nexs day wcre fit
for nothing but to lie in bed to the total neglect of reli-
giaus ordînances. The evii vas the work of the
ni hsbtfore* but they began ta drink a-ain on the
Sa bth niglt. He would propose tsbas the spirit
sithop bshut after six o'clock on Saturday ziigt, as
wel as kcpt shut ail te Sabbath.

Mr-. Kirkwacd af Hoiywood said the evils com.
piained of were not only Sabbat, b~ut vere evcry.day
evils. The principal cause was shat there were by
far too many public bouses liccnsed in Scotland. lu
the sawn of Dumfries, for instance, there vas a popu-
lasion of 11,000, and for these ihere were noa Icwtr
than 240licensed public houses. It vas no uncominon
tbing ta sec on a Lord's-day morning, at thte break of
day, tifteen,twen'y orshirty peaple,staggcring along-on

hei*r va home ta desecrattieSbh lu te vil-
lage of .nnan, vîere 'lhe pouainvs4700, lucre
ver e 65 publi bouses ; andoneo bhes iuses i-c-
lle cd p greait hor on 1ts eh ta u manage-

metof sie lienses. Saof th oue ere ont>'
for the grassest system of tippling.

Mr. Bridge.-, W. S., said thero woula be the greit-
est difficuisy in qetsîng Parliamento do ay thin.' fur
the promotion o! the sanctification uf site Sbbatl, as
vas cvident by the reception sucitproposalsof late had
reccived. Hie titought that the idea vas tao readîl>'
acquiesced in, that Home Drummond's Act had over-
shrown the Sabbath lavs of Scotiand. The sale of
spirits on &bt day vas as mach prohibited as the sale
of an>' other commadity, and there vas also a greater
disposition ta punish and prevens the sale of %pints.
The acs did noi directlyaffcct the Sabbath law. Ther
vas not a word on that point in the body of that ac
and it was ofi' in a clause in the fora of a licens
appcnded toathe act, that the license vas declared foi
feited if spirits were sold during the hours of divin
service. Il the question vere properl>' tried,it woal.
be seen that these few wotds would nuot affect the au-


