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DIGCKIAN AnIEMBLY.

Tng nearapproach of tho timo appointed for tho
olection of Reprosentatives of tho Laity to sit in the
Diocoosan Asscuibly, will probably load our readors
to oxpoct some furthor ramarks upen this fmportant
wubjoct, notwithstanding our rocent artioles ; (ur this
will bo tho first olootion of mombera of tho Assombly,
tho formor Delegates having boeu sent only for the
purposo of mltlinﬁoprcliminanos. of dooiding whother
Synads should Lo held, aud scutling rules for their
guidanoe. .

Tho incopng in Octobor noxt will therefore bo the
tirst rogular wouting of the Assembly, and wo bopo
hat m overy Parssh fiv porsons will bo found, ablo
and willivg to takotheir part in tho transaction of
Lusigoss, in which all aro more or loas interested.
It is uo longer a question whother a Synod or As
cembly shall bo hicld in this Diocese. It is alread
constituted, and tho only qucslion is ¢ Shall waall
andeavour to make it as ofliciont a3 possibla? Shall
wo tako caro to have all parties ropresonted, or shall
wo leavo in tho handsof a fow the deliborations and
decisions upon the sffairaof our Church? Boforo
tha Coustitution was sottled, thers may have been
roomn for doubt what would Lo its obaracter, and
huw far it might endeavour to cxtend its powers,
bat wow wo should think that all must bo satised,
by tho limitations imposcd in the ** Declaration of
Principles;” and in tho 10th seeiton of tho ** Cun
stitution.”

Tho wvarious vhyeciions urged against such assom-
Vlies havo boen frow tiwo to timo refuted in thes.
volumns ; but vo intend ow to fuenish our roaders
with a brief summacy of the case, und they may ro-
ly upon the snccuracy of our informagion as to tho
facts which wo have taken the pains to procure.

That tho mewbera of tha Church of Bogland have
a nataral tight to meet fogethue, to discuss and de-
cide upon their own alfairs, is solf ovident, unless
thoy are hindored by somae special enactment or au-
thoritativo prohibivon ; and wo must believo further
that it i3 desirablo and expediont to esercise this
tight, unloss it cau.be proved, that tho practico of
all ages, fron the time of tha fiest Council at Jeri e
salom, bas been wrong, asw what is goud for all
other denominationa is not good for us. It was go-
uerally supposed that tho-** Aet of Submission’” do-
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privel us of our naturml right, and Bills wera intro- §

ducod into the Imperial Parlimucot to restora it, but
in tho course of the (lebates upon these Bills it was
sugrgested, and wo believo is now gencrlly allowed
by th¢ beat authorities, that Colonial Diocesan Sy-
nods aro not wifccted by that Met. Sill doubts
wore, and are, catertained by somo, and a Bill was
consequéntly introduced, (of which the uliar
phrasiology s to bo noticed, ) stating that, by rea-
ton of Liaws and Usages having epecial referenco to
the: Church of Englaud and Treland as establisbed
in England and Lreland respectively, doubts dvo
cutertsined, not oven asserting that it is properly a
-doubtful wattcr, but only asa fact that some por-
sohts du cuteuain doubts.  And tus B, alibough
it-ncver beeane low, implied such high sanction that
nething mory can really bo required, for none deny

- thac Synods held with the consent of the Crown are

izwful and constitutional. Now the consent of the
Usown i3 given, or witbbold, in.accordsnce with the

advico of the responsiblo Miuisters, and the Govern- |

went in 1833 opproved the Bitl Yefore its introdac-
tiun, and aftorwards supported it in both Houses.
Thus ia the only way possible tho szaztion of the
Crown was given to this measure. It certaiuly vas
-approved by the Archbishop of -Canterbury ; for his
{irace, after much.attention to ita preparation, in-

Aroduced it mto the House of Londs, and conducted

it most successfully through that august assembly.
In the lower ITousd it was not rejected, but was de
ferzed in consequence of tho lato period of the Ses-
ston when it wus taken duwn, and in.the nest Ses-
sivn tha principlo #as affirmed by the Jarge majority
oF 196 to 62 And even if\nstead of this approv-
al, the principlo.lad beon condemned by the Jower
House, wo sbould still have all that ean be required
by: Churcbnien in tho s2ndtion of the-Queen, whoso
right:to authorizo every kinl of Syrdd i3 unques-
‘ticned, -and of the Archhishop, bothvofiwhich as wo
havo:sten- wore -decidedly given. ‘There edn then
bg np.danger: of futerfering with. the:Rayal.Supre-
Jnacy by.cduvening-yneatings which HerMajesty bas-
expressly: sanctioned. But.then it may -be asked,
grnting their lagality, what are, their poworsa? We
ill give instead of our own opinions, an.extract from-

2 lut.er of tho. Bishap,of Adulaide, submitted to-the.

Muering. ut, Montreal latoly’ '« I have buen-advises,
(4pon. congulting the:.Snlicitor General, -F. Kolly,

J. Napier, aud A. S, Stophens,) that 25 Honry
VILL c. 10, does ot render illagal Diccesan Sy
nods. [Kach Bishop can suinmon thom and invite
Tiaymon to bo preecut at them. Tt is within thoe ad-
winistrative power of such Synodato make Diocesan
regulations, adopting and applying tho Canons of
1603 to tho uso of 5:0 Divcesan Churoh, to wake
trusts, &o —thoy ma i{rply existing Provincial
Qanons and Ece csint{cal aw to the oxigondy of th
case.” ‘Chero are many nuestions now dogtded on
tho #olo awthority of the Bishop, whioh it wih henoe-
forth belong to the Synod to discuas and to dotor
mino ; and wo bavo no doubt that, for sono ‘time,
it will ind quito onough to vcoupy it during a short
Boazion in evory socond yosr. At prosent thoro aro
nlrcady ou tho Books 3 notices of motions, and &
Committee appointed at the last Msoting to propare
businoss for the next,

It bias been eaid, that wo ought to apply to ths
Provincial Logislaturo for powor to aot, or at lcast
to logalize our action , but who isto apply 1 Ilow
i3 tho voico of tho Church to Lo utterod oxcopt
through somo suitable organization! If any legis-
latiou is roquired at any fature timo, an Act adapt-
o to our wants is moro likoly to bo obtainad, if tho
application is mudo by a representativo body after
duo consideration,

Wo anticipato much good from the appreaching
Bleotion, if tho Mombers of tho Church, feelin
that thoy have an important duty to porform, wil
cndoavor to scouro tho sorvices of good practioal
mon. Al shades of opinion should Lo ropresonted
licre, and those who obstinately refuso to tuko part
will only have themavives to blawmo for whatever is
douo contrary to their viows. Itz opponents cannot
supposo that, thuic ubsenco will improve it, but if
present their voices and votes might oxergiss a pow-
erful influenco upon its deliberativns,

Soms havs objected to tho rulo that the concur-
renco of the Bisbop, as well as of the Clergy and
laity shrll bo rojuired, but without this, as * Cura®
has lately urged, we should approach toa nearly to
tho Prosbyterian pattern. Morcover the winorilyat
all ovents cannot object to “ho most unlimited veto,
for if evar excrcised it 1r.et be in their favor, its usa
and cffvot beiug to chee. rash and hasty measures,
aud to provent a small or acadental majority passe
ing resolutions not truiy cxpressing the sontimonts
of tho Assambly, whilst practically no Bishup can
long refuse Lo concur in any good measure supported
by a large majority of Clersy and Iaity.

I€ wo vead aright tho signs of tho times, the ne-
cegs'\ty of orgonization will soon bo folt.  Uhion is
strength, and, unless wo are propared to deliver our-
selves an casy proy to the spoilers, we must lay aside
our prajudices and net together heartily, shewing
that ** it ono momber suffer all tho members suffer
with it,”” and that all will join in defence of any one
portion.cssailed.  But wo cannot do this with effect,
unless wo are adle to meet together, to- deliberate
and decide upon the best course to bo adopted in any
cergeney. Under theso circumstances we think
the Country Parishes will have much roason to com-
plain it St. Paul’s and St. Georgo's still porsist in
dopriving them of tho benefit of tho counsel of the
able men, who might bo clected.in Halifax. Thero
oro snany of us who are nut satisfied to remaio unre-
{»reecntcd. whilst emall aud distant Country Districts
ave a voice in the Assembly ; but we cannot help
cursolves if a wajority of those who attend tho Eastor
Meeting are dotermined to keep uy in ~ur presont ig-
nominious pnsition, without a veice, whero wo might
fuirly expect to exercise considerable influcnco.

\We subjoin for the information of the Electerz in
tho several Diatricts, tho two Clauses of the Consti-
tr.tion by which they are to be guided

7:h. Each District furming a svparate cure of eonls
may send 2'Laverepresentatives, and the Parisb of St.
Daur’s 1 the City of Haliax, ay.send four, 5o long
as\ts present area remaing undimiaibed.

41l The Ropresentatives of the Laty must have

“beun commanicans for thu twelve momba preceding

the election, and every adult -male Parishioner wmay
vote for she Parish or District of which he isa mem-
ber, upon subsenibing. the following declaration, (f
required by the cha.rman or any parishioner pre-ent.).
« 1 do declare that I am a member of the United
% Chureh of England and Ireland, and belong to uo

 gther religions denominstion.”
VNSNS NN
EDUCATION.

Tug Act for tho better ancouragement of Educa-

NS

‘tion  proadse! in the Speech ac-the opening:of the:
“Session, hayst length heenintroduced Uy ths leader

of theé Coveshwen'. Tt is not.altogother such ss we.

“would-desire; but where wo cannot have exactly what
‘we wish, it thio part-of-misddm 2o fidke tha most of,

what is within- our reach, and: kndwigy that tlie pre-:
sent gystem e vcry defictive, anil- the providion fors
\lie-edueation 8f the-paor i many parts of the: Pré.’

viace altogéiber insufSsient, wo gladly lalany-at- !

tempt at improvesnent, 'The disunguisting teatary o
130 new Aot is, the establishment of frga Bchooly, anid
tho introduction of 8 genual sjatem of ascsment go.
wards their support.  \Waknow that » strong prejo.
dico oxlsts ngainat aseessmaent ; but wo Yelieve that
{s absolutely necessary, and in sowe placee, upder the
provisions of the last Act, & voluntary Assemment i
bean made, and the tesult of thie exparjment bas bgen
vory satisfactory to all cencuened. - Jn, the proposed
plan 6f amessment, ko new prinoiple 1 intjoduepd,
for tha amount vequired s to bo Jevie!, and-in every
rospeet dealt wath in thy eame mnaunor as the County
Itates, s0 that in fact there will be merely an addition
to the sum now paid by each pereon anosyeds
Someof thosa who Lavo no childron, tnay think n
unlatr that they should bu tazed for the bewofit of
thoss who bLave, but it abould be rememberod thas
every ong s intoresol in the wile diffision «
Education. ‘Lho guneral prosperity of ko Proviney
must be more or 1ots affcoted by i, audl wheeo the
Government of the Coun'ry depunds ugou the pouple,
and every man has a vote, it cannot e nt]urmu than
wipostant ta <l to bave an enlightencd population—~
Of ncoessity s poopls sunk in ignorance, tnust bo an
eary pryy to uvery deceiser, and will bo likely to fo!
low uny astful and unprincipled leader segking to ges-
tily Lis own ambiticn and promote his own intorests at
their expeno,
1t is wull kuown that thoso who Lave not been.cdu-
vated tbemaulver, do nuy appreciste the advantages of
education for their obildsen, and are inclined to leaw
thom in tko oa:0 in which they aro themrolves ; and
thorefloro wo think the State would bo quite justified
in cempeiling oll persons to send sheir cluldren, under
acerlain age, 1o School. But if this should bo re-
garded as intorfening teo much wuh thy hbetty of the
subject, thero can ba no constitutional objection to tha
eoforcoment of tho obligation to provide Schools fyr
all whochooss so take edvantags of them, In the
Schools now codstituied, or 1o bu established uader
this Act, thera is and will be ono great defect.  We
waaa that, bowever cfliciont they way bo in impart.
ing instryction, thers will be Litlo education in b
bighest sense, for its principal clement will by wam:
ing. Instruction without mosal training, pod without
religlan, s not clucution, altheugh tho'word may e
«0 applied in its popular signification, agd we must
confess that we do not see how, whild the present uwa.
Lappy divisions prevail amongst Christiae, any gune.
7ol system of compluts sound educaticn can bo adopy
cd. In two Fditorials lately, wo have pointed out the
difliculiies nith which the question 18 bessz, and wy
cannot avoid the conclusion,. that the only practicabl
course i, to provide sccular jnstruction for ally leay.
ing to the parents and the Ministers of cach denconna-
tion the duty of imparting religious jostructon. We
should.indeed prefer having our ebare of the publa
money, in proportion to our wumters, appropristel
in yoms way to the support of Church Schools ; but we
must allow that it would bo grois injustice, 10 gras
such a privilega to any poriion of the community,.aud
withbold it fromn others, and if divided amongst 1he
soveral leading denominations it would ba ajtagethier
insutlicient, since each wou'd desire to liave its owa
School in. Setticirnts where one CHumon Schuol s
envugh for the population. S long, therefore, as ai
aro treated alke, wo shall be content to accept ke
general system proposed. Only we are diposed: p
think, that tho dady businese of each School wight be
conmznced with raating 8 Chapter from ths Gor
pels, withoat note or camment, and that any Minster
might be allowed, on at least one day of - the week,
vint the Schonl to give religious instruction for an Lone
tothe childran of Lis own congregaion, apart. from
the otkera.  This would- interfere but ittt witk the
.general business of the SchoJ), and would: obviate s
very.strong of jection felt by many to the restriction of
relizious teaching to the Lord's day, as thoupl it wen
nol necessars for the other daya of the week..
Abhough wo do nat always agres with the paiy o
-the Governmunt, we are over ready to give them-credit
for.any bonert atterupts so buinfit the country, aod w
.long as their moasuses are fair and baed on sound pon-
rciples, we shall .zel bound tosuppore them. Wo think
that 1hus Educational.Bill ought not to be rvgarded as
-®, party measure, for although calcolated to «eflect
. mucls geod . eventually, it 1. likely to ba.gt.first very
.unpopular in somo placer. We hops that: it will ta
discussed without.party .spiiit; and that the menjbens
on both aides of.tho Ilouse mil have tho courage to
vote lor 3-Bill, foy which thuir constitueats will by det-
*tajp to shank them aftor soma experience of :thoe beps-
fits derived from the proposed systens, sowaver vnwi-
ing they way b‘o'boruregand 10 acquicses in any i
créast of taxation. ’



