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[HE DEALINGS OF PROVIDENCE WITH IRISIE AND
AMERICAN POPERY,

(Coneluded.)

But thero is a Ged on the side of Protestantiem, who
je moro than o mateh for all the arts of the “Man of !
Sin,"—and whocan tako theso wiso ones * in their own
craftiness.” Let us furn then, and contemplate somo
of the purposes of Providence, a3 manifested meuns
while, both in“Ireland and America.

As to Ireland,—some time ago God. sunt the famino
and the pestilenco through the Popish portions of that
country,—and thousands died unaneinted and unshri-
ved. Tho priests having failed by holy water and
other pretensions to stop the dvstruction, afterward
exhibited tho usunl stern and selfish features of their
system.  In thisextremity, the Protestant Christians of
America, England, and Irgland. rushed to the rescuo,
and acted the part of the Goeod Sumaritan. The grateful
heart of the miserablo Papist was touched, and an im.
pression in favor of a religion produetive of such fruits
was created, which, in epite of the denunciation of the
pricsthood has lasted to this hour. Then came tho re-
ligious awakening. The Rev. A. Dallag, with some
Chlristian friends, dispatched cighty trusty messengers
to different parts of Ireland, to obtain information, and
hold Christian conversation with the people; they then
directed through the post offico to an immenss multi-
tude of respectable Romanists, 90,000 copies of three
very suitable religious trnets, which, there isreason to
believe, told powerfully on many minds, and were the
means of awakening o spirit of enquiry, which hasbeen
productive of extensive pood. The Irish Church Miy-
stons to the Roman Catbolics then went into operation,
and emploved misslonarics, Scripture rcaders, and
teachors, in soveral of the large towns; these main-
tained with the Romanists a friendly controversy on
the Jeading tenets of their systems, and endeavored, in
a loving, religious spirit, to overturn their errors and
eatablish Seriptural truth, The other agencics already
in the ficld, belonging to the Presbyterian, Congrepa-
tional, and Methedist hodies, were stirred up to nes
diligence, and the ‘blesing of God very abuadantly
rested wpon their cfforts.

The south and west of Ireland, and the city of Dub-
{in, aro the principal scenes of this work of reforma-
tion. In Dublin alone, about two thousand Romanists
are visited weekly, and the Popisk: controversy is now
‘conducted thero with great keenness. Controversial
sermons are attended by large congregations, classes
for enquirers are thronged, and Scripture truth, in
striking texts, or short disscrtations, is displayed in
placards carried through the strects, or placed on the
walls. Thesz societies employ 108 missionaries, and
643 Iay agents; 23,610 children are under instruction,
and suéh is the interest awakened among Romanists by
these efforts, that socetimes a thousand of them are
presont ata single meeting in Dublin 5 and 2uch the
success, that 130 conveyts from Romanism, have, ina
single district in Dublin, joined the Protesteat Church.
It has been repeatedly published, on high authority,
that, in the dioese of Tuaw alenc, thare are 10,000
conyetts from Popery ; and the Rev. Win. 2farable,
in his pampblet on Irich Church Miscions, states that
80,000 conserls have within the laxt two years, been,
by these various socicties. brought cut of Zemanitm.

So preat was tho interest awakened, that the London
Times newspaper sent a commissioner direct to tha
scenc of action, and his reposts, after .creful inter-
course and examination, only confiraied the previous
statement. And in the very organs of tbe Papacy
thepselves, we find the most convincing evidence of the
reality and extent of the work of reform.  Iere is the
acknowled;rement of onc of their leading Journals—
the Dublin Teblet for November, 1351 :~* Weo re.
peat, that it is not Tuam, nor Cashel, nor Armagh,
that are the chief seats of successful prosclytien:, but
this very city in which we live. We learn from un-
questionable Catholic authoraty, that the success of the
proselytisms in 2lmeost every part of the country, and,
we are told, in tha metrepolis, i3 lsyon all that the
worst misgivings could hare dredined of.  Thera is not
only no use in denying these statements, but it would
bie an act of treachery to the best interest of the Catho-
Jic Churck-to conceal them, or evén to pass the matter
over as a thing of no gteat moment.”  But Providerce
i3 dealing with Popery in Ircland in ancther way also.
The census of 1841 gave a papulation to Ircland of
8,175,124, The Commissiones3 ¢f Public Instruction
agcertained that in 1834, Treiand contained 1,017,228
Protestants, and 6,427,712 Roman Catholics. Ierc

i of Protestants and Rumnanssts in Ircland has 2o tho-

stas fearfol odds againsy Protestantism. Bnt famine,

{ vouched for on the competent authority of ane so high 4

omigeation, conversions, and other canses, bave effect:
ed on incateulablo chiange. It js thought that the pop-
ulation reached 9,000,000 in 1846 ; but tho late consuy
(1801) shows tho population is now only 6,518,704~
Troland tlien has lost, since tho last census, more than
2,000,000 of lier populalion.——ucnrly the whole of this
number being Romaniste,—and hence the proportion

roughly changed, that rome authorities ststo that 1io-
manists do not exceed DProtestants by more than
Suo,000, whily by others the statament wado is this:
Sucli is the decrease of Romanists by discase, emigras
tion, and comverions, that, laying out of tho account
600,600 Popish paupere, shut up in work houses, tho
Roman Catholic and Lrotestant population of lreland
aro nearly vqual.

Both theso statements may bo too sanguinc,—but
one thing is certain, whatever bo the exact relation of
numbers, God has beon, and is now, dealing soverely
with Irish Popery.

Let us now turn and contemplato tho present mani-
fest dealing of tho eame Providence with Yopery in the
Uhnited Statcs.  America was once a Catholie country.
Its discoverersand first colonizers were Spanish papists,
and France made repeated anvl vigorous nttempts to
gain an ascendancy there.  But God wraated it from
tho dominion of Reme. and gave it to Protestant hands.
Two hundred ycars ago, the Jesnits wore vagerly anti-
cipating the subjugation of this land from the Atlantic
to the Pacifie ; immense preparatioys cnd efforts were
made to realizo this at any cost, and by any means,
Bancroft t.ils us (Vol. 1., pp. 61, 73,) that tha first
colony in North America, except Mexico, wasa Pro-
testant colony, planted by Caspar do Coligni, as a city
of refugoe for Protestants, It was destroyed expressly
as Protestant.  Thus was North America baptized by
Jesuit priests with Protestant blood , yet despite of all
the machinations of Romw, God confirmed the cove-
naunt, and made this land the asylum and homo of Pro-
testantisn,  And ever sinee, Romo has been putting
forth all her efforls to gain the ascendancy here,—and
of lato yzars, sho has been boasting of her success and
of her hopes. But what has God been doing mean.
while 2 Let Papists themselves furnish the reply to
this question. It has long been the conviction of Pr-
testants that, of the Irish Rowanists emipration to this
cov try, one-third, at least, were Jost to the Romizh
Church. 1t }.as ocen shown by one of themselves, that
this estimate was far below the trrey,

The Rev. Pouert Mullen was s¢w- ¢ 70 last year, by
tho hicrarcby of Ireland, to coliext money to found a
Popish Dsiversity in Dublin. He travelled through
the United States, and made extensive enquiries, and,
as the result, has published a letter undor the caption,
% A Word in scason 1o the Priests of Ircland,” in which
he gives the following figuras :—

The Catholic population of the U. States

§n 1839, was 1,200,000
Irish Cathiollc ciuigrants from 16825 to 1832, 2000000
Catholie emigrants from otber countrice, 20,000
Increnso Ly births and conversions siuce

1539, say 520,000
27umber wwhio oaght ta he Catliolics, 3.970 000
Nuwnber who are Cathbolics, 1.0£0,000
Numbar lost to the Catholle Chureh, 1,920,000

Say, in roand numbers, 1wo millions !

Dr. Mcllen concludes by recommending that ¢ the
people be kept at home, and millions bo thus saved
from spiritual destruction.” In corroboration of this a
priest at New Orleans lately admitted that 2,010,000
1:2d beew lost to * the.Church,” who were chiefly Irish
Roman Catbolics. And even these views are strength-
cned by Mr. Robinson, who lecturcd lately in New
York, and whois considered an authority among them.
1o aflinps that “of the population of the United
States there wers 3,000,000 of bora Teishmen, and
4,500,000 of the descendants of Irishmen, moking to-
gether 7,50'0,000." And yet, taxing it on the authori-
ty of ¢ The Catholic Almanac” for 1851, (p. 225,) the
number of Catholies now in the United States is but
1,614,500. ‘Tho ** Annals of tho Faith,” (1851, p. 329)
estimates it at 2,000,000. Such, in their own showing,
is the immense falling off ¢

Mr, Mullin's letter, with its eandid admissions of the
gradual extinction of Popery in the United States, hes
created a complete furar among the Irish clergy of
both creeds. The Protestant party have had the Jetter
printed and tirculated among several districts, asstrong
presumptive evidence of tho deelinu of Popery, and of
tho prozress of the principles of the Reformation.

The Romish cleryy, frum the @ Lord Primate” down
to the humblest cmate, appear to be pesfectly nston-
ished by its revelations,—and the whole machinury of
 Motber Church” hiay Leen got in motion to chicck o
systune which hasled to such disastrous results as these

in the confidence of Arolibishop Cullen hinself, To
sty tho tlight across the Atlantie, is the frst groat-obe
joct of thotounter movement just now at work, Bug
that effort will also fail. Meanwlile, tho emigration
of the young andl vigorous—leaving beliind tho old and
tlustingto—is fast tending to tho desertion of Ireland by
its Celtis population.

On the whole, it is hecoming increasingly ovidens
that Remo is in tho hznds of God.  She has o fearlul
account to settlo with Iimn for the terrible injuries sho
lias inflicted on the bodies and souls of men,—and the
avful houe of her retritmtion hastens on, " for sirong
is tho Lord God who judygeth her.”

W. Burrra.

Shelburne Fulle, Mussachusetts, Nov. 8, 18332,

Fouths' Departnrent.
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A Parcu ox Borit Kxses.—Tho following is one

of tho clevercst cssays wo have met with for many a

;l’ay. Similar in style, it is not inferior to Franklin’s
est.

* When I was a boy, it was wy fortune to breathe,
for a long time, what como writers term tho bracing
air of poverty. My mothor—Iight lie the turf . - .
her which onco encloged her sweat and gentl apirit—
was what was called an ambitions womanj for that quali-
ty which overturn thrones and supplants dynasties finds
a legitimate sphere in the humblest abodo that thio
shadaw of poverty ever darkencd. The struggles be.
fween tho wish to weep up appearancesand the pincling
gripo ol necessity, produced endless shifis and contriv~
ances, at which, if told, somo wonld smile, and sdme,
to whom they would teach their own expeiience; would
sigh. Dut Ict me not disturb the veil of oblivion which
shrouds from profanu cyes tho hallowed mysteries of
poverty.

On one occasion, it was necezsary fo send me on an
errand toa reigbbor of Letier circumstances than gur-
selves, and therefore it was necessary that T should be
presented in the best possible aspect Great pains
were actordingly taken togive a smart appenrance to
my patched and dilapidated wardrobe, and to eoneeal
tho rents and chasms which the envious tooth oftime
bad mado in them : and by way of throwing over the
cquipment a savor and sprinkling of gentility, my ¥ed
and foil-hardened hands vere enclosed in the unfami-.
liat casing of'a pair of gloves which had Lelonged to
my mother in daya when her years wero fewer and Ler
heart was lighter.

I sallied forth on my crrand, and on my way en-
counteteda much older and bigper boy, who evident-
ly belonged to a family which liad all our own dracging
poverty, and none of ouruprising wealth of spirit—
His rags fairly fluttcred in'the breeze ; hiz hat was
constructod upon the most approved principles of ven-
tilation, and his shocs, from their vencrable antiquity,
might bave becndeemed a pair of fossil shots—tho
very ones in which Shem shufffed intothe ark. He
was an impudent varlet, with n dare-devil swagger in
kis gait, aid an # T'm asgood as yoc” leer in lis eyes';
the very whelp to throw dirt at a well-dressed horse-
man because he was well-dressed, at o boy’s rufiles be-
cause hi was clean, As soon as ho saw me, his eyes
dotected the practical inconsistencies which charactor-
ized my costun?, and taking me by-the shonlder, turh-
ing me round with no gontlo hand, and sarveying
me from the head to foot, ke éxclaimed, with a scorn-
fullaugh of derision, # A patch on both kneces, and
gloveson I”

Istill recall tho sting of wounded feeling which
ehot throngh mo at these words. To parodize a cele-
brated line by the immortal Tuscan,

“ That day I wore my gloves no more.”

But the leston, 50 rudely enforced, sank deep into
my mind ; and'in after life 1 have bad frequent ocea-
sion tomake a practical application of the words of my
ragzed friend, when I have observed tlio ridicalous
inconsistencics which-s0 often mark the conduct of
mankind, '

When for inttance, I sco pagents eareflully provid-
ing for (ke ornamental aducation of their children,
furnishing them with teachers of musie, dancing, and
drawing, but giving no-thoaghtto that moral and re-
ligious training from which the true dignity and per-
manent happiness of life can come ; never leaching
them habits of & l-sacrifice, and selfdiscipline, and
control, but rather by exnmple, instructing them
in evil-speaking, in unclaritableress, in cnvy, andin
falachood, I think with a sigh of the patch on both
knees, and gloves on,

When I sco a family in cold, selfish solitude, not
habitualiy warming their house witha plow of hap-
py faces, but lavishing that which could fornish the
hospitshity of a whole year upon the profusion of a



