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the pmy:ars of his flock at Ephesus, Thessalonica,
Colossus, and clsewhere. Bph. vi. 19. 2 Thess. ji.
L. Col.iv. 4. Rom. xv. 30. Did this apostle then
dc avain thing in having recourse to the prayers of
* the faithful? Or, may we not recommend ourselves
to the prayers of holy persons, through a pretence,
that God being ready to hear our petitions, there is
therefore no need of cmploying the intercessions of
others? Now, if it is not a vain thing to rccom-
mend oursclves to the prayers of the samts that are
living, neither isit a vain thing to rccommend our-
selves to the prayers of the saiuts deccased. For,
why I may lawfully desice a holy person to pray
and. intercede for me while he is in his mortal life,
but not after he is glorified, the most subtle Protes-
tant alive would be puzzled to give a good reason.
‘They return to the charge ance more : that to
-employ the intercession of the saints is injurious to
God, because it scems as if we really believed the
saints would be more merciful and good to us than
God ; otherivise: whi do we rather choose to address
ourselves for help to them, than to him who is the
_Author of all our good, and the Giver of all good
gifts? . i
- This objection; which to ‘Protestants seems so
very ‘plausible, is, notwithstanding, directly contra-
ry-to the plain words of their Bible, as will appear
by what follows r ¢« Notv, therefore, restore the - man
his wife: for he-is a prophet, and shall pray for thee
and thon shalt live. ' 8o Abraham prayed anto God,
and God healéd Abimelech and his wife, and his
maid servants, and they bare children.” Gen. xx. 7.
% And it was so, that after the Lord had spoken
these wotds unto Job, the Lord said to Eliphaz the
Temanite.: My wiath is kindled against thee, and
azainidt' thy two friends, for ye have not spoken of]
™8 the thing that is right, as my servant Job hath.
Titerefore také-tinto you now seven bullocks, and
‘severr'rams, and go to my servant Job, and offer up
for yourselves a ‘burnt offering. And my servant
Jab:shall -pray for'you, for him will I accept ; lest 1
dealwith' yon after your folly, in that you have not
spoken of me the thing that is right, like my servant
Job.” Job xliii. 7, &e.
- These words of God utterly overthrow all objec-
- tions of Protestants against the invocation of saints.
TPor, dowe -not ‘here read, that God. himself sent
wicked: men:to the saints to intercede for them?
‘Yetnoone pretends to conclude from hence, that
these saints were more eminent in mercy-and-good-
ness than God- himself; » but we.rather conceive it
was through:lis mercy-these great saints were found
to:intercede for the wicked, :and; by their prayers,
-save' them from: destruction: through his mercy
it is, that-we have such:powerful and illustrious ad-
vocates to shield us agaiust hisanger. Even those
sinners, who are hardened .against all.that is good,
. and‘are come to that pitch, asto be delighted with
the slavery of the devil, unwilling to go out of it,

and therefore, cannot be supposed to pray tor them-
selves, have still this relicf left, that the saints and
angles in heaven, as wellas the servants of God up-
on carth, dpray zcalously for them, and often prevail
upon God to touch them with his grace more pow-
erfully, and convert them. And, when this hap-
pens, 18 1t not owing to the Merey of God, that you
have some powerful saint, who has more interest at
the court of heaven, and intercedes for you, when
you are past the thought of praying for yotn own
salvation? 1If the question be put, Why God, who
is infinitely merciful to us himself, is better pleased
to reccive addresses for sinners from the saints, than
to receive addresses from sinners themselves? the
holy Scripture gives this answer, (James v. 16.)
That the prayers of the just are more prevalent
with God than the prayers of the wicked; the or-
der of his justice so requiring: at the same time,
his mercy for the wicked most eminently appears,
in sparing them at the intercession of the just.
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CHAPTER IHI.

ON THE MASS.

If the subject of the last chapter be clearly un-
derstood, the sacrificc of the Mass will present
few difficulties. They Mass is the solemn sacri-
fice of the Catholic church, and the ascence of her
worship.—During this service, the sacrifice of the
New Law is performed and offered. It isscarce-
Iy necessary to observe, that sacrifice-is indispen-
sable to'true religion, for the numerous sacrifices
of the old law were prefigurative of the- great sa-
crifice-of the Christian dispensation, which the
prophet says, ¢will be offered from: the rising of
the sun, to the setting of the same, in every place.”
‘Mal, i. 10,.11. Sacrifice, properly su called, is
the destraction of something performed.in honour
of the Creator, acknowledging him to be the au-
thor of life and death. This destruction takes
place daringthe Mass; the substances of bread
and wine, by the words of ~onsecration, are chang-
ed. into the body and ‘blood of Christ.

The oficiating priest.acts-in the person of-Christ,
and with power delegated from him ; he is commis-
sioned 'to represent the mystery of our redemtion,
and the charch has ésiablished the céremonios of
the Mass to-¢onvéy the ‘memory of this mysfery
more: efficaciously to our.iminds. - Ceremony must
be admitted tc be essentidlly necessary toa reli-
gion, which is-instituted-for man ; for his soul re-
ceives its perceptions and impressions through the
organs.of sensation. ‘If we were disembodied
souls,’ observes St. Chrysostom, ‘a sensible reli-
gion ~were unpecessary,” but encumbered g3 the



