254

THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN.

IIPE FOR JAPAN.

Stranger thing: havealready happened
than that Japan should, within a dozea
years, be incluled among Christian va-
tions. The move nent toward Chrirtian-
ity there now is »1pid alnost beyond pre-
cedent, and it is uot, as in South India,
confined chiefly tu the lower class of the

ulation.  The uost intelligent and
influential people are among the converts.
Doubtless this comes, in large part,
through the influence of those who E:ve
been in other countries, and have seen
what Christianity has done for them, One
of the latest indications is in the fact that
one of the ablest and moat prominent
men in Japan, Mr. Iti Hirubusi, has just
returned from a visit o Germany; and it
is reported that he has addressed the Mik-
ado, urging the truthand importanoce of
Christianity. He states that he formerly
suppoeed that she Emperor William and
Bismnark professed to be Ohristians, as a
matter of polic{', while they had mo re-
| for it at all in their hearts. But mow

e says that this was a mistaken idea
He found that both men were sincere
Christisns, snd both urged him to seek
their religion for his own welfare and bhap-
piness as well as that of his country. Such
had boen the influence of Mr. Iti's report
that the chief officers in the cabinet are
beooming interested in the stady of
Christianity, and the former esourt teach-
er of Confucianism is no long opposing
the Gospel, but also carefully reading
the Seriptures.  In a course of study re-
cently prescribed for sll the Shinto priests
the “Bidl2,” and *“Martin's Kridences of
Christiauity” we included. --Eng. Pres.

THE NEWLY-DISCOVERED BOOK.

The Rev. James Scott ssid at ove of
Mr. Moody's meetings in Scotland:—
‘Tl :re was net far frem here a very el-
oquent minister who used to preach
splendid sermons—what could he called
philosophical and ethical sermons. but

held him uE day after day; and some
time after he got cnother little note; it
ran thus: ‘Them were the disciples glad
when they saw the Lord.’

PUTTING THE CHILDREN TO BED.

Send the little ones to bed ina happy
frame of mind. It requires some disci-
pline and self-denial on the of a
weary parent to answer all the foolish
questions and attend to the many wants
that multiply so fast as the ' our of bed-
time drawsnear, but it is a labour of love
that will bring a large recomrnae. Chil-
dren never furges. They will carry them
through life’s long and weary pilgrimage
the remembrance of the face that bent
over them at ni‘bt, aud thad waa ever as-
sociated in therr immature minds with
keaven and God. And the little tiresoms
last questions mean so much to them.
What if we should not answer them arnd
they never awaken here? Unanswered

nestions and unanswered problems have
ollowed men and women through life
with harrowing persistence. And never
give a thoughtless answer to a child’s
question.
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The more lengthy articles for insertion

not much of Christ in them. Oue day
when he was ie the pulpit a littie note
was handed up to him. It contained
these words: —*Nir, we weuld sec Jusun.”
The minister thought over the mesage.
and conld not get it cut of his smind.
By-and-bye he looked iuto his sc-maus,
and he found there was not much u. Je-
sus in them, though there was « great'
deal ahout odler things. He wiv nrd

his preaching, aud began telliz g i coa-
gregation all he knew about Chii-t. He
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