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to this matter for the current year.

Rov. W. Donald read the report of the
Committco on Sabbath 8chools, which
shewed tifying progress throughout
the churg? ’

The report of Committee on Sabbath
observance was submitted by Rev. Edwin
8Smith, and the attention of the Synod
directed to some of the more open forms
-of Subbath desecration in our land, es-
pecially in connection with Subbath rail-
way traffic.

'The next meeting of Synod is to bhe
held in Charlottetown on the last Tues-
-day of May, 1882.

Heport of Tomntitier ont
Supplements, 1880-81.

During the year covered by this report,
the number of congregations on the liss
was forty ; hut as four of these had no
pastor, the number receiving aid was
thirty-six, being more than one-fourth of
the contributing congregations for the
yeur.

‘The subjoined figures will show increase
in the number of congregations contri-
buting, as compared with last year, of
ten, and of receipts by $99.71, but it will
be seen taat congregational receipts do
not come within a thousand dollars of
meeting the payments to congregations,
without any reference to other outlay.
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REVIEW.

It seems, therofore, nocessary to reviow
the Insh few years, so Shat tho oxisting
financial condition of the fund may be
fully understood.

During the last four years this fund
has been in a state of financial difliculty.
In May, 1877, the Tressurer’s roport
showed that §2600 was required to meot
payments maturing on the firat of July;
and to meet the emergency, the mombers
- of Committee agreed to writo to the
wealthier congregations, aud to apply
personally to liberal donurs for special
contributions.  Temporary relisf wos
thus obtained, but next year at tho same
scason, the situation was unchanged.
Tha same course could not well be pur-
sned again, bussomething had to be done;
and i% wes agreed, lst, to send to Presby-
teries the names of congregations which
had given nothing, and ask an early col-
lection ; 2nd, to plece the situation beforo
all the churches by cireunlar; 3rd, to
barrow money to meet the doficiency.
In December of the eame year, rather
than dieappoin expectations, the Trea-
surer was directed to pay by loan.

This mode of procedure was uot satis-
factory to the Committee, was noticed by
the auditors in their annual report, and
the General Assembly gave directions
that in the future administration of the
fund, expenditure and income should be
equalized.

The Committee having repeatedly tried
to bring up the income to meet tho whole
expenditure, without success, found them
selves now under orders to reduce expen-
diture, and did so to a small extont, nos
by eny srbitrary decision of their owm,
bus by-a gradual application of the exist-
ing regulation of the General Ascembly,
which up to that date in the Lower Pro.
vinces had not been fully acted on, but
not-till the fullest notice had been giver
to every Presbytery, minister and con-
gregation affected. It is known that this
step was notacceptable, but the Committee
has never been informed of any other,
involving reduction, which would have
been more welcome.

Last year, viz., 1879-80, the debt, pre-
viously incurred, being allowed to remain
tho Committee with the sanction of the
Assembly made temporary loans to sécure
punctuality of payment, and the receipts
met the expenditure, and reduced the
debt from $1084.28 to $1017.33, a reduc-
tion of $86.95, amall but very welcome.
Precisely the same course has been Zol-
lowed during the year which has just
termivated, but with a very different




