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to this matter for the curront year.
Rov. W. Donald read the report of the

'Coininitteo on Sabbath Scliools, which
aliewed rtifyn i rVii hruliu
the chrorea hrugou

'l'ie report of Commnittee on %abbath
<hrervance waM sulrnitted by Rei'. Edwin
Smith, and tlie attention of the Synod
<lirected to sorne of the more open forma
-of Subhath de8ecration. in our land, es-
pecittdly in connection with Snbbath rail-
%vay traific.

'l'li next meeting of Syiiod is to he
held in Cliarlotitctown ou the at 'ues-
-diy of Mlay, 18S2.

'Suppmento, 881

Dttrin the year covered by this report,
the nuxnbnor of congregations on the lit
was forty; but on four of these bad no
poster, the nuimber receiving aid was
thirty-six, being more thn one-fourth of
the contributing congregations for the
year.

Vie subjoined fignres will show increase
in the number of congregations contri-
btiing, aii cozupared with Iast year, of
ton, and of receipts, by $99.7 1, but it wili
bc seen that cengregational. receip ts do
tiot, corne within a thousand dol of
meeting the paynieutfa te, congregationa,
without any reference to other outlay.
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REVIEW.

It seeme, therofore, nocessary to reviow
the last few yenre, rio that, tho existing
financizl condition of the fund may be
fixlly underatood.

Dnring the last four years thia fund
haz been in a etateoef financial difflcuity.
In May, 1877, the Treanurer's report
îjhowed thai $2600 was requirod te incot
payments nxaturing on the firtt of JuIy;
and te moot the cinergenoy, the mombera
Of Committee agreed to write te the
ivealthbier cougregations, and te apply
personally to liberal doLors for special
contributions. Temporary relief wax
thue obtained, but next year at tho sine
eaon, tho situation n'as unchanged.
Thn saine course could net wall ha pur-
Sued again, but aomething liad te bc doue;
and it wa.s agr.sd, l nt, te, send te Presby-
teries the naines of congregationz which
had given nothing, and ask an early col-
lection ;2nd, to place the situation before
&Il the churchea by circular ; 3rd, te
berrow money te ineet the deficiency.
Lui Docember of the eame year, rather
t~haii dieappoù%5 expectations, the Trea.
surer was directed te pay by ]ean.

This mode of procedure wa-s net satis-
factory-te the Comxnittco, was noticed by
the auditors ini their azinual report, and
the General Assembly gave directiona
that in the future administration of the
fund, expenditure and iucome should be
equaliz2ed.

The C.ommittee having repeatedly tried
te briq up the incoine te moet tho whobe
exrpenditure, without success, feund thein
%elvea now under ordera te, reduce expen.
dituro, and did se te, a smali extent, ne#
by aqy arbitrary deciôn of thoir o,r
but by- a graduai application of the exigt-
in3g regulation of the GùneralAnmby
which up te that date in the Lower Pro-
vinces had net been fully acted on, but
nottfll the fullest notice had beîil gli-er
te every Presbytery, ininister and con-
gregation affectcd. It is known that this
stepwas notacceptable, but the Cornrittee
!Ias neyer been inforxned of any other,
involving reduction, which would have
beon. more welcome.

Last year, viz., 1879-80, the debt, pre-
viously incurred, being allowed te remain
the Çommittee with the -anction of the
Assembly indo teruporary loans te, Becure
punctuality of payxnent, and the receipts
met tho expenditure, and reduced the
debt £rom, $10M4.28 te $1017.33, a reduc-
tien of $65.95, aniali but very wek:ome.
Preciscly the samre course liaq been fol-
lowed during the year which has just
terxninated, -but with a very different


