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XMAS GREETING.

The Merry Christmas time is agam
with us. In this part of the world
at least peace and prosperity prevails,
and wo have every reason to rejolce
amd be happy. Let us all then try
and forget the worries of business
aud make merry with our friends for
a secason  The Commercial withes its
readers, one and all, a Merry Christ-
mas, i '

TECHNICAL EDUCATION

G. W. Murray, in a letter to the
Winnipeg Free Press, puts in a ploa
for technical education in our public
schools.  While in a  new couutry
iike Alanitoba,~particularly a now
agneultural country—techuical edu-
cition may: not bo considered ns veiry
necessary, 6till it Is a matter which
is worthy, o! consideration in laylug
the loundation of our educational sys-
tem. In some of the older countrics
of L'urope, as pointed out by Mr. Mur-
ray, teehnlcal education has been quite
generally  adopted, particularly in
Germany. The great progress made
by tho latter country in expandiug
her trade throughout the world, is no
doubit tracecable 'to some extent to tho
acvancement made in technlcal educa-
tion. .

The primary object of education
sloule bo to Impart useful, practical
Information, sucli as can be turned to
accyunt in the every day duties of lifa.
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The Manitoba school system recognizas
this principio in providing for an cle-
mentary agrlcultural course. Somo
approach has also been made toward
recognizing the advisability of im-
parting knowledge of a commercial
nature. There Is room for improve-
ment, however, in the direction of
waking both the commercial and agri-
cultural instructlons parteko of a
more practical nature. The adop-
tion of the principle of technical edu-
catlon woult only bo a further step
in the same direction.

Our educational system is frequent.
ly spoken of very highly, and no coubt
from the pedagogic stancpoint it is
very near perfection. We are now,
Lowever, beginning to recognize that
we have made serlous mistakes in the
pint. Eaucation in Qanada has tend-
ed onstantly in the direction of what
we call higher education. We have
been turning out school teachers, pro-
fesslonal men and graduates of var-
ious degrees. We find many men vho
have taken these higher courses, who
are quite incapable of turning th:ir
educativn to practioal account. With
all their learn.ng they are wmost un-
avle to earn g living. We have Leen
straining for an ideal and missing
what is useful and practical in life.

1t is the first duty of the state toseo
that the young are given reasonable
instruction, of as practival a nature
as it Is poussible to make it. Higher
education is of decidedly secondary
impurtance, in comparison with the
neeld of lmparting a good practical
education tv all. The tendency of the
times to come cdown from our ldeal
views and endeavor to turn education
to more practical account, ia worthy
of the age in which we live.

RAISE MORE HOGS.

The final crop and live stock bulictin
of the Manitoba department of agri-
culture, published in The Commercial
last week, say8:

“The uumber of hogs ship-
ped from Manitoba to brit-
ish Columbia was 5,100. The uun-

ber received by Winnipeg butchers and
packers was 18,000. Total, 23,1061).
Rewurns show that 1,919,781 pounds
of purk were imported to Winnipeg
from the United States to supply the
demand ol markets supplied from Wik-
nipeg.”

The quantity of hog product brought
in from tho United States, as stated
in the bulletin, would represent 10,000
hogs of about 2()0 pounds dressed
welgbt, plus the  shrinkage in
curing. Allowing for the skrinkage
In welght in curing, and the chimna-
tion of bones, etc., the actual number
of hogs, at au average dressed weight
ol 200 pounds each, would be increased
by a fow thousand. Some quantities
of curea hog product wre also brought
in from Eastern Canada, so0 that we

‘to the murset of this.
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can easily place the quantity of out-
side hpg product handled by Winal-
peg houscs as equal to 15,000 hogs
ol an average dressed welght of 200
peands, or almost as many hegs &s
were produced here. ‘There is cer-
taluly room for an expansion of the
hog raitiog industry here. This outgo
for frefght und duty on hog praducts,
hesides first cost of the gocds, chould
go to Afanitoba farmers.

H. B. ROUTE.

We reproduce this week the inore
fmportant portions of Mr. Fisher's re-
port on the Hudvon Bay expedition.
No doubs much surprise will be oc-
casfonea among the ardent supporters
of this routo, by the position hie has
taken. As te this The Commercial
has no comment to make at present
simply giving the report as an im-
portant matter of news. .

THE CHRISTMAS MARKET

Terhaps the most interestiag and
unque ol the numerous trade displays
of the Christinas season in Winunipeg is
that made dy the Lutchors o1 the vty
marset, showing their stocks of poul-
try, beef, mutton, ete. Very few
clves ou this condnent ¢r on any other
can boust o such an exhibit of hoh-
duy meats as the citizens of Winni-
peg  aunu.lly witness in their cicy
market and it has come to bHo one of
the essential features of the week's
sight seeing to visit the market and
ve: the display. The city butchers
can genwrally safely boast that the
meat tupplicd to their puatrons 1s of
the [irst quality, but when it comes to
makinz a Christmas show ivords are
not necassary to convince the visitor
Most of the
meat ts bred and raised with this
special ena In view. No amount of
cuar:? or money is spared to have every-
thing of ghe finest quality and almost.
any of the leading bhutchers could show
to-day the animals which will adorn
their stalls at Christmas time two or
thre: years hence

Gallagher & Sons have gone to great
lengths this year to make their ment
the best.  Two beef carcasses are
shown which have taken tirst prizes in
their class at the Winnipeg exhibition
for two ears in succession. Another
carciss shown by this firm Is a steer
which weighed belore killing the en-
ormous amount of 2,800 pcunds, {ully
400 pounds heavier than any animal
ever before kilied for this market. In
mutton, their display is no less inter-
esting.  Over 100 carcasses are chown
whicl are to all appearances the piuk
of perfcction. These were picked Irom
& flock of 1,400 shesp, all of tho best
quality. This firm is also carrying
a stock ol threz carloads of Ontariv
turkeys. besides & large amount of
bacon, hams, sausage, home .prown
poultry, game, ete.  ‘The decoratious
of theso stails and the dressing of the
meats is beautifully done.

Kobold & Co., are also making a
great display of meats .this  year.
Hung up in front of their stalls may
be scon four immense Leef cCarcassos,
wwhich weighed respectively 2,350, 2.~
150, 1.800 and 1,600 pounds. Theso
are handromely dressed and decorated.
Of miutton thay have also a [{ine col-
collection, ali grown by themsclves.
Besides two carlouads of Ontario tuar=



