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rangement that will ensure the building of en
80-ton blatt furnance. From this induttry,
which will furnish iron chcaply, many other
jnduetries will spxin;;.

The town council i3 considering the evidenco
of experts as to the best system of water wor ks
for tho town. \When that questivn is settled,
a by-law will be submitted to the iatepayers
e.nd will vndoubtedly bo csrried. We can there.
fore confidently expect a first-class water sup
ply during the present year.

X our board took an active part in the numer
ous discussions riletive to the street railway
mattcr,  So successfully has this complicated
question been adjusted that the road is now an
assured succees, The owners of the road are
empowered and obligated to build through to

West Fort William, and we will early in this |

year have o cumplete street railway service
from end to «nd of Fort Williamn, and also con-
necting directly with the neighboring town of
Port Arthur.

Although tho town has made rapid pregress
during the patt years we can confidently expect
a larger growth for the coming year, Many
substantial and costly Yuildi~ys are already
projected.

The canals, railway devclopment and other
matters are also dealt with.

To Improve Butchers,

The new State of Idako has come to the
frort with a suggeation that might be studied
to advantage by tlose living in some of thc
older states, Last weck there was introduced
into the legislature of Idaho a bill to establish
butchers’ schools, The bill provides that each
county in the state shall organizaand maintain
a board for the examination of butchers, and
that no butcher who sha'l not secure from one
of these boards a certificate of proficiency in his
trade shall be permitted to kill animals for
fcod. The framers of this bill include many
promident hysicians and meat dcalere,
and set forth as their reason fcr asking
its passage that too many inexperienced.
men are employed in slaughterirg live ttoch.
The bad ¢flects from work dous by men who de
not undersnand their business result fiom not
properly bleeding the animals. The bleod,
when left in the meat, ferments and renders
the meat uwufic for food. They also claim tkut
by leaving the hide on the animal after it is
dead certain poisonous humors permeate the
flesh, ruining 1ts good qualities and efllicting
its consumer with blcod diseatee.  They
recommend the Hebrew method of slaughteriry
animals.

If such a law ig good for Idaho it is good for
every other state in the union.  There 1s prob-
ably no other industry {fullowed throughout the
country by more novices than the butchering
businets, and as the result of unekilful work
directly affect human life and health itis a
matter of vital impottance.—Natwonal Studd-
man.

The Retail :Fur Trade,

A maiked change has taken place ir the
retail far tiade of this city during the pust few
yeare, says the Montreul Trade Bulletin, in
conscquence of retml dry goods wmorchucts
having gone into the business so extintively

that it now comprises orc of their leading de.
partments. This change was a matter of very
(asy accomplishment, as customers, when

akipg their purchases of dry gcods, were
naturally induced to select their furs from the
attractive asrortments sprcad before them,
until row a large propoition of consumers go
direct to the dry goods stores for their requice-
ments. This has nndoubtedly bad a material
adverze effect upon retail fur stores, which
have lost a great portion of their former pat-
ronage aud which hes been a loading factor in
precipitating  the recent fariures, showing
liabilitics of about §120,000. Wholesale fur-

riers, lLowever, have oxperienced a good
business, as theK have had to supply the dry
goods houtres, which havo ro doubt pushod the
sale of furs to a greater extent than if the trade
tud been allowed to runin its cld channels;
and as they werc content to receive a less per-
centage of pndfit than the retail fur stores had
been eccustomed to make, this also had tho
effect of increasing tho asales at the dry goods
houtes  There aro amopg the causes which
divert the coures of trade in the presentday
from one channel to another, as business will
tend to the chcapest centres, just as water
finds itslevel,

Pork Packing énd Provisions.

The winter packing season has closed with a
shortage in number of lLogs greater than was
genorally looked for as late as the firat of Janu.
ary. Exact figures canuo’ be stated at this

time, but the final returns are not likely to
vary much from 4,675,000, This comgares
with 7,760,000 lnst year, implying a decrease
of approximately 3,085,000, with also a decided
reduction in aversge weight. For the past
week the totatal packing has been about 160,-
000 hogs, against 195,00 the preceding week,
and 225,000 last year.

Comparing tho totals now indicated with the
estimates two weeks ago, when an aggregate of
akout 5,000,000 Logs for the scason way sug-
gested, or 32,000 more than appears to have

een rcached, the greater portion of the defici-
ency is represented by Chicago. Mozt of the
other points of prominence have fallen short of
the January estimates, although there ave
some exceptione.

But ¢nce in twenty years las the winter
packing at Chicago been o small as this season.
At St. Louis it has not been so small since 1869;
at Milwaukee,since 1866; at Indianapolis, since
1873, at Kantas City, since 1835; at Cincintati,
since 1845.—Cincinnati Price Crurrent,

British Columbia Notes.

The ship Ivy is at the Hasting saw mill,
wkhere she witl load #pars for the cast.

American ship Joy, 1,151 tons, Capt. Lovell,
is in port to load lumber at the Hastings mill
for Wilmont, Del.

The People » Journul is the latest candidate
for public favors in the weekly jourral line. It
is a labor paper published in Vaucouver.

The new tramway short line from \Vest
Minster to Voncouver is about finished, and
trams will be 1unning over it next week.

The Hawaiian thip Johnena, 2,600 tons, is at
Cowic=an from San Francizco to load lumber
for Purt Pirie, under Robert Ward & Co's
charter.

The New Westminster Commonealtl as o
weckly has ceased to exist. A new company
ha3 been formed to run it as an illustrated
monthly.

The Hudson Bay Co. are goiogto build a
new store in Vernon, to be placed to the west
of the present building and extend through
from Col\datream street 1o Barpard avenue,

Sir William Campbell Stefney, Bart,, is
negotiating for the purchase of Col. Baker’s
beautiful place, Cranbrook, East Kootenay.
It is expected about $50,000 will be paid.

The Victoria board of tinde has paesed a
resolution in favor or the abclition of the Pro-
vincial mcrtgage tax. The board is now com-
fortably installed in handsome rooms in its
new building.

The Okaraga Telephone Co. have been in-
corporated, and held their first meeting for
Lusinees apd the clection ¢f cofficers B.
Liquime being elected president and T.
Speace secretary.

The furmation of a shiogle trust has been Jo-
layed through one manufactuier standing out,
Lut the others are makiry artungements with
the Retail Lumbermen's Association of Mani

toba and the Territories that is hoped will make
tho trust a necereity.

The Westminster Board of Trade has held
the apnval electicn of ctlicere. They are as
followe: President, J. L. Trapp, re-clected by
acclamation ; vice-president, John Wilson, by
acclamaticn; secretary treasurer, D. Dobson,
by acclamstion. Council; C, . Woode, E. A,
Wyld, C. G, Msjor, W. A, Keary, John Reid,
D. J. Muon, W. A. Duncan, D. 8. Curtis.
Board of arbitration: H. Hoy, G. D. Brymner,
W, J. Walker, E. A, Jenns, It was moved
and carried that in conscquence of the increas.
ing wealth and yopulation ¢f tho mainland of
Britith Cclumbia, the law rcquiring the verid-
ence of three supremo court judges on the
mainland should bo enforced, nnd that the
minister of justice be earnestly rcquested to
take the necessary steps ii that bihalf,

Gold Commissioncr Cummins is down from
Donald and speake most enccursg'ngly of his
section of the zountry. The recent discorery
of a rich bed of Galena at3t. Matys near Foit
Steel, is attracting a great Leal of attertion,
and is believed to bo one of the beat things yet
to hand. The lead is about 30 feet wide whero
exposed, and when Mr. Cummins left they
were down some 36 feet without any variation
in the quality of the materia), which through.
outis a very high grade. This tpleudid bed
of ore was discovered last summer by two en-.
terprising prospectors, Mesers. Bourgeois and
Langell, and so exceilent weore samp'es predne-
ed that they found no difficulty in interettin
capitalists in the undertakirg  The worst o
it is that the mine is somewhat out of the way,
being 200 -miles fiomn Golden by wagnn road,
and there ia the ncarett smelter, However,
it is hoped the difficulties of a srausit will soon
be overcome, as the Upper Columbia Neviga
tion Co. are about to put a stcamer on the
watcrs,  Their steamer at present oaly run as
far as Jennings in connection #ith the Great
Northern railway. The new discovery is ssid
to be almost illimitable, and will no doubt
attract a good deal of attention as toon as the
season opens.—Colonist.

The Cost of Raising Wheat.

Will the coat of producing wheat in this
country ever be accuracely settled? Oae Min.
nesota farmer gives the following results of
wheat raising, with sales at low prices. *Self,
four horses and disk 23 days at seeding, $100,
seed wheat and oats, $80; rent on 130 acres,
§65; two men, horses and header 12 days, $96;
threshing and marketing 1,114 bushels of wheat

and 346 bushels of oats at 17¢, $393 60. ‘Total

cost of crop marketed, $734.60. Vszlue of crop
at 45c for wheat and 3J¢ for oate, $1,055.10.
Net profits §320.50, or 43 ner cent.”

Another farmer, commenting on the foregoing
figures, puts the case as follows. ‘It taker, on
the basis ubove given, to plant, 2112.5C; wear
and tcar on disk, £5.00; seed, $580.00 rent of
land §351.70, une-third of the crop, the present
rent value in this country; bind(r wear and
teas, 324; wages to cut, $90; twine, $32.75; to
thresh and market, §393.50. Total, $1,001.10.
The net profits for the teason’s work is $53. 45,
This does not include include insurance and a
score of other misce![aneous items, w hich always
come in and would 8o inzrease the cost as to
makeo it impossible to produce wheat a$ 43¢ at
anything but a net loss.

It is noted that the difference in the estimates
is largely iu tho rent of laud, one putting that
at $65.00 and tho other at $261,70. ~ It appears,
therefore, tiat the difference in results depends
upon tho land valuc.  Fifty cents an acre would
require land worth no more than $5.00, while
the other calculation would pay rental on land
worth five-and a-half times the value of the
other, §27.50 an acre, on a rental of 10 per cent
of value, to covor interest and repair. The
latter calculation based on land at $27.50 an
acre shows practically no profit in sclling wheat
at 43¢ a cashel, while the other shows a profit
of moe than 40 pet cent cu the capital employ
ed.— Milling "Vor M,
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