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Although it isnot uncommon to look
for corruption in politieal cireles in all
countrics, the exceptional state of atliirs
above stated, must naturally he the out.
come of exceptional circumstances, and
some explauation on this head is necessary.
Such explanation does not require wuch
searching to find, for it had its origin in
that root of all Manitobaevils the * Boom,”
That this great period of excitement, while
it may have had a few beneficial effeets
upon our province, had a demoralizing of-
fect upon every detail of our business and
social affairs must ve admitted, and we
hiunitobinns can aflord to make that ad.
mission now that the evils of the * Boow™
have almost passed away, and a better
aud healthier state of feeling has set in in
every direction. A craze which equili-
brinm of the minds of our best business
men, and started nearly all of them oa s
course of unsafety if not recklesness, which
transformed  parsons intn  real estate
speculators, and made staid bank wman.
agers toady and truckle to gawmbling
speculators, and treat industrisus business
men with disrespeet and coldness, which
at times reached snubbing, could not fail
to have a very pernicious eflect upon that
sphere, of all others most susceptible to
influence, namely politi=s.  In 1882, when
Mr, Norquay appealed to the electors of
the province (by no meaus so numerous
then as they now are), “Boom™ was st.ll
wppermost with us, and even those of us
who had kept comparatively clear of its
influences, were very unwilling to admit
that its collapse was unavoidable. With
“ Boom” still in the ascendancy it is casy
to tell what element rushed before the
people, (or rather the few who possessed
votes), and while the wave of recklessness
was still swelling, were carried on its crest
into oflice as representatives of the people.
A more unfortunate state of athairs in
which to inaugutute an election could
scarcely be selected, and Munitoba secured
the reward merited thereby. A Legisla-
tive assembly was e'ected which has Lesn
famous, and will b2 handed down to pos-
terity as the worst collections of adven.
turers who ever attempted to make laws!
for any country, and which will also be
famed for the enormnous aggregate of un-
satisfied judgements and mortgages which
latterly hung over the heads of the wajor-
ity of its members, 1t commenced its
legistutive work as the Legislature of ir-
responsible adventurers, and near its close

has earned the reputation of the Legisla-

ture of “dead beats.””  Insucha Legisla-
ture in which the few  honest men of its
wembership were naturally powerless to
elleet any good, and were as a rule ignored
by the unserupulous majority.

But we have had some stavtling changes
in Mauitoba since [882,  We have pas-
sed through three years in which there has
been a struggle between speculation and
industry, between honesty and dishonesty.
In the busiess and social spheres 1dus:
try and honesty have been slowly and
surely scoring triumph after trivmply, and
are now fuirly in the ascendancy. Butin
politics matters have been dillerent. A
Legislature of adventurers and dead beats
has sat like a load upon the healthy re-
action, and have gradually grown more
disreputable, as the web of former reckle-
ness and crookeduess thickened around
them. Latterly they have not scrupled
to prostitute their legislative priveleges
to protect 1ascals, ank vob the industrious
and honest of the community, and are
prepared no doubt for any extent of leg-
islativesubterfuge which will shelterthem-
selves and the class they belong to from
the clains of their honest creditors,  The
state of our business and social aftuirs,
now that they have undergove the vetin-
ing process of three years of depression,
dors not tally well with tha, of our poli-
ticiul atluirs, and we have no doubt, but
an appeal to the electors of Manitoba at
the present time would result in the re-
turn of u Legislature, the majority of
whose members would be men who have
stood the test of adversity, and preserved
their integrity aud honest name,

We may expeet to hear many a ery
uttered and repeated as the electors of
Manitoba duriug the coming political cou-
test. ¢ The tarith,” ‘‘equal rights,”
 railway monoply abolition” and many
other questions will be paraded as the all-
important points at issue. All of these
require the careful consideration of the
clectors, and we hope they will receive
that. But before we dreawm of party revo-
lutions, let us consider oae far more im
portant matter.  The first siruggle must
be between hovesty and dishonesty, Le-
tween industry and recklessness, and the
first corsideration of the voter must be to
get on the righ™ side of this question.  He
need not ignove the other important oues,
but he requires to place this first. We
will offer him the best guide he can find
in the matter, and our iustructions arc

brietly “Vote only for men who pay one
hundred cents on the dollar of their debts.

THE CROPS.

BEvery aepmt from the country is
brighter thau anather vegarding the erop
now  being harvested  tlioughout  the
Northwest, nud it seems as if for onee
Providence hias been specially kind to us,
and it is not out of pluce here to vemark
that the people of this country have mnt
with very little kinduness from any other
quarter.  The Lot reports, or rather
those which iidicate nearest to a comple-
tion of cutting operatious are from west-
ern points.  From Qu'Appelle castwards
to near Brandon, and for twenty miles on
cither side of the C. P. R, track, grain
may be considered out of danger from
frost, while harvesting has commenced in
real earnest in all that section of country,
From Brandon east the wheat crop is on
the average considerably later than in the
west, but it does not follow that it will be
inferior.  On the other hand, as the Red
River Valley is nemed the grain yield
promises to be heavier, and there seems
scarcely a doubt but it will all be saved
in good In every loenlity
wheat harvest has commenced, and by
the end of this week it will be general
throughout Southern Manitoba, and not
far behind in the Red River Valley.
Several cool nights of late have wade
parties interested a little uneasy, but as
yet there has been no necessity Sor
anxiety, and there is very little danger to
be apprehended for the balance of the
season. By the end of the preSent week
fully ove-balf of our wheat erop will be
out of danger, aud if another week of
favorable weather is secured the entire
crop will be saved, except that small por-
tion cultivated by farmers who are always
hanging off’ to be teo late with every-
thing.  Upon this caleulation Jack Frost,
if he came round at the date he did in
1883, aud with the same destructive
intentions, would get completely fooled
for once.  Let us hope that he will,

Dut should a portion of our late crops
get caught before it is harvested, the fact
would in no way atlect the oojability of
this country for grain raising, nor indeed
would the misfortune be more than might
be expected.  Our farmers are by no
means as far behind in their operations
as they were two years ago, but it is a
fact all the same that over one-fourth of
the wheat crop of 1885 was sown on
spring plowing, and wmuch of it in the
mouth of June. This is little short of a
tempting of Providence. and until our
farmers have theiv plowwsg done in the
fall and ready for early spring seeding,
wheat raising must be somewhat pre-
carious,
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