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THE BUILDING OUTLOOK FOR 1897.

IIPLUEcEL' b' ste gencral depression in busi-
ness, tlie building trade in Canada lias for sanie
ycars been lin a stite of itactivit>', and much beiowv
wluat nîight bcecxpected in a youiig and vigorous
country. As ecdi year passed b>', it wvas liopcd
that the worst liad been encountered, yes, the
season af 1896 proved ta be anc af the least
prosperous. The unsettlcd condition af ite
country politically, and the uncertainty willh re-
gard ta the tariff both ii Catnada atnd t'le United
States, liad a dcpressing effect, and rnany build-
itîgs which noauld otherwise have been crected
stili remain in a cmbrya state until the action af
the govcrnnient is made known. lThe low rentais
obtainable in many of thue larger cities ofîcred
littie indurement ta speculatars, and caîîsequently
a feu, office buildings constituted the major por-
tion of construction. Thus the local demand for
lunîber lias been reduccd ta a ver>' fine point, and
retail dealerq have suffered in conunan wiîlî cvery
cailler lineof ai sinesý !il an>' way depetîdent upon
building apcr:îtians.

WVith site abject af lcarning as lar as possible
the conditions likel> ta prevailin lithe building
trades; during ste appraaclîing seasan, letters
werc Jispatclîcd ta arclîitects ii the differeni
cities, asking ticir opinion ai the outlook. Thte
replies reccived, altîxougi paintitîg aut tîtat man>'
prajectcd v.arks are yet in an unsettlec sute, and
niay or nia>' nat bc proceeded with, affard saine
degrc af encouragement. It is gcnerally con-
ceded ilhat litile change wvill be made in the tariff
b>' the govcrtinient, and theo officia] anaouncement
af this faci wvill be certain ta sinulate building
opcratioîîs and restarc confidence ta business i
genceral.

In Toronto, the iew building at the nartli-
west corner ai Vonge and King streets is perlîaps
the largest yet irranged for ; ste plans arc bo-
ing prcpared b>'y ess Darling &Pearson. A
large liatel and severai ailier buildings af sanie
prominence are spoken of, but arc ilot yet re-
garded as certainties. The renovation and re-
niodelling of office buildingq i-; likely ta accouzît
for a considerable expenditure, as ite owners
will bc compelled Ica iniprove thecir properties in
order to rictai:î tîteir tenants. Montreal archîitcîs
repart the %eason to bc openiiig up soniewhnt
brighiter thian lasi year, withî several under-
takings lîangiîîg in Ille balance. Thte towns
adjacent ta Maontrcal are apparcntly more pros-
perous. lit thte cit>' of Ottawa te prospects for
building operations arc decidedi>' cncouraging, a
nunîber ai recent ires lîaving assisted in ibis
direction. Thîe rebuiidiug of the dcpartnîentail
blockr andi the ilew building ai the C. Ross
Camipzin> arc h ili ost inmportant wvorks siow
tinder construction. TMie addition to the Pro-
testant lîcspital and a propoNed opera bouse wili

reachlit value $îoo,aao, while otixer buildings
equai>' cost>' arcecither under wvay or con-
templatcd. In western Ontario arclîitects do not:
take a discouraging viev of thc future. A $ûo,-
oaa, liospital is talked ai at Lonîdonî, and two
buildinîgs ai good size ivili bcecrected in 1-ani-
ilton. lThe bul, ai the wvork lit thte latter city,
hiowever, will cansisi of rosidences and altera-
tions ta cxisting buildings. In tic vicinit>' ai
Siratford a fair amaunt af building is reported,
.anîd ai Owen Sound elevator and flour shîed ex-
tensions comprise the maini %vork. There arc a
large uuber ai buildings commcnced ar projecied
ai Rat Portage and alter mining towns in nortîx-
wes~tern Ontario, and in tiiese %vili be consunied a
large aniaunt af lumber, the structures being
rnostly ai fratîic.

Vcry fewv large buildings are uikely to be
erectcd titis ycar in Manitoba and Britisli Ca-
lumbia. A large u niversit>' building wvill prab-
abl>' be buili nt WVinslipeg, at a cast of $6o,oao.
li the Pacific coasi pro% ince the clîcaper ciass ai
buildings promise ta predaminate, particularl>' ii
the vicinity ai mining operatians. Froin the mari-
tinte provinces favorable reports are received, the
%vork noiv in sight i St. Jolin being igreater in
C.Ctent than for any scason for the pasi tent years.

No smali amautît ai maicrial and labar prom-
ises to be titiiized in 1897 b>' govertment work,
the appropriation mnade b>' te Dominion parlia-
nient for canaIs alonle reaclîing five million dollars.
Conîparing the situation witli past years, WC
tlîink there is a fair prospect ai an inîpravemneni
in building during thie prescrit seasan. The low
price of luniber and ailier building niaterials ai-
fards a splendid apportunit>' for speculalors ta
erect good buildings ai a ver>' law cosi, atnd il is
reasonable ta suppose thai titis fact will be giveit
due consideration b>' the wvise investar, and thai
projccted works will bc procceded wvitlî during
the prescnt scason.

Ant Eîîglisht escliatge states tuai furniture nman-
illacturers ai tui country, especial>' the chair
trades, are importing large quauîtities ai Ameni-
can birch tituber.

Thte stor% is told ltow a dry kilst faîled ta give
satisfaction. Il-lien firsi buili the iliernionieter
showed 2oa Ia z io degrees of lieat in ail paris of
Ille laina but thîis tenîperattirc ran down gradu-
aIlly until I nl>' 140 ta i6a degrees could be ob-
tained. Placing a recardiîîg thermotiiter inside
tite kiln anîd a recarding gauge on the steami
supply pipe resulted ii the discover' ltat the
firenlan w.as in thie habit ai closing the steani
adnmission valve in order ta favor lus bailer.
Alter the firein was dul>' warncd, and te
steani col], wlîich %vas badî>' clogged wiîlt grcase
and diri, Iîad been clcaned oui, thue tenîperature
went t'p to thte proper degree %gain.

RECENT WOOD-WORKING PATE-NT&
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Cliaini. A wvood.mutniing nmachinue, conipribing at strie
of fixed d,îttcrs, ai rotary block, trimais fior rosating ài
lîlocke î-el-ttivcly to the catrrier, :awv for s.cçvring %litttlîa
fr-ont ilie Nîrlt, and reciprocatling (r.raie for holding ami
operzitiig a boring tol]. The conaibirnlion witî tawi
lîoring devicc, aind a block cairrier, of «a block shiificrco
uîrising.a. reciproc:iting cairn.ge , «a fulcrumced lev'er hariaç
alink canzîcclion witlî sa1id c.arnage nccnti bf

sinîger cxtenticd radinlly (roni %aid cccntaric shanfi, am
pinsatrraingcd ah opposite sides of a slot opcning in. sü
lever and adaptcid ta bc cng.aged sticcessivc'ly bibis
finger on the eccentric slati, <lic pivotail point of.-.idkew
being forwa.rd of a vcrh:c.il lie thirough thie aixis of tis
eccentric.%Ilîaft, Cle.

Hl. IV. Cliatnîberl-ain, Ottawa.i --%%Ii.aud frnia.
W.tndcl. P. joncs, Woodstock, N. 13., claph)oard, lîm

ingt a ongue on one cclge.auJ a r.ibbet on liceotlie dg
aud îhicli, %%lien Laid on <lhe wvall, exnchly rc.-ciiîblcs ski
clatpbnoarc in coninion tise.

t).M. acpcrsnLancaster, Ont., box, hîaving 6i
lacliable cover, ivihlî notclîes rormnca ini ils edgesu
roattable lioldfatsset in <ie body of ilie box, projc.2front tlhe tîpper edgc thiercof tîtrougli said niîoches
lîaving ilicir ends off-et Ia cligage %nic covcr, etc.


