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THE FIRE RECORD.

“Fhe shingle and heading factory of Mr. 1. Teunant, Hep.
worlly, Ont., was destroyed Ly fire July 11,  Loss, $2,000,

The saw and shingle mill of Mr. J. S. Levericht,
Sturgeon Lake, Ont., was destroged by fice June 21st.  Loss,
about $4,000. .

McLellan's saw mill, in the twp. of Burpee, ivas destroyed
Ly fire, together with a valuable lrorse, o the night of the
and July. The loss is estimated at $5,000.

Alarge boat belonging to the Genrgian Bay Lumber Co,
was buened at Waubaushene July t7th. A storehouse belong:
ing to the same company was also consumd, '

A warchouse owned by J. C. Sc'hhchauf. at West Lorne,
was destroyed by fire on July 8th, together with about 4,000
feet of lumber and the M. C. R. cattle schutes.

Lafrencicre’s immense sawmills at Louisville, Que., were
turned July 13th, A large number of lugs were lost.  The
damage, it is expected, will reach $100,000; partly insured.

Bush fires at Carron's siding, Midland railway, burnt the
station, 6,000 telegraph polus, a large quantity of cedar posts,
several thousand cords of wood and a steam saw mill.  Loss
$15,000.

Callaghan Bros’. shingle and saw mill at Fwily ereck. on
the south shore of Sturgeon lake, were destroyed by fire
tecently, A Mr. Leveridge of Port Hope owned the build.
ings.  Loss about $3,000, with a slight insurance

Mr. Geo. Thompson's steam sawmill, pear Wingham, Ont,
was destroyed by fiee July 24th, together with about cight
hundred cords of hard and soft woou slabs, sawn for fitewoad
Insurance on mill is said to be $1,000.  Loss about $3,000.

A fire broke out in the engine house of Heap's cabinet
factory at Oshawa on July 6th. Consuderable damage was
done as a ginod deal of lumber was being dried in the Kiln at
11711 to the engine house, but the foss is covered by insur-
ance,

On June 27th the saw mill belonging to Kramer Bros. a few
miles from Teeswater, Ont., was completely destroyed by fire.
Loss on mill, logs, tumber, lath and shingles, about $5,000;
no insurance, An cffort is being made to enable the late
owners to rebuild.

A most disastrous fire occurred at Southampton, Ont., the
first week of July, through which about four thousand ties, two
cars belonging to the Grand Trunk railway, and about one
hundred and fifty feet of the south landing piurs, the propenty
of the government, were burned,

The town of Gravenhurst had another very narrow escape
from being destroyed by fire on July 1oth.  Sparks from ¢x-
tensive bush fires on the south-west side of the lumber yards
of Messts. Mickle, Dyment & Son, Isaac Cockburn and
Thomson & Baker nearly proved disasterous not only to the
extensive piles of lumber just mentioned but also to the town.
By the prompt response, however, of the firemen no serious
damage was done.

A most disastrous fire occurred at Milmay, Ont., July 26th,
by which the large roller mill, saw mill and private residence
-of Messts. Eidt & Schmidt were totally destroyed.  In the
roller mill were about two thousand bushels of wheat and a
large quantity of lumber was also destroyed. Burning shingle.
were carried a great distance and were the cause of two or
three small fires in the village, which were luckily eatinguish-
ed efore gaining any headway. The loss is estimated at
520,000 ; insurance, $3,000.

A dispatch from Montreal under date of July 6th, says.
Terrible forest fires are raging on the line of the Canada &
Atlantic Railway, between here and Ouawa.  Eighteen miles
-of track-have been destroyed and cars were burned at Mc.
Caullay’s Landing ; also three mills and many houses were
destroyed, and many thousand feet of lumber were.swept
away. The settlers are clearing out.  Wadc's saw mill, §,000
cords of wood, five freight cars, five houses, and thousands of
wrds of tan bark have been destroyed.  The country on each
side for some days has been utterly impassable.

On July 7th a very disasterous fire raged at Curson’s siding
-on the Midland railway, destroying the station and everything
in the vicinity of it. The vroperty destroyed consisted of
4,000 telegraph poles, an immense quantity of cedar posts and
tics, several thousand cords of wood, a large quantity of
lumber, together with Decatur's steam sawmill and outbuild-
ings ; also Capt. Corson’s coal house with a considerable
quantity of coal.  The loss is roughly estimated at $10,000,
and so fir as can be learned the property was not insured.
The fire was caused by a spark being cacried by the wind from
bush fires two miles distant.

During the carly part of July, Mr. T.B. Tait's saw and
shingle mill at Germania, togethee with:the season’s cut of
lumber—about 500,000 feet, was totally desiroyed by fire. It
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i suppused 13 have fween maveed by qparke fram the refuse

butner which caught in the mill and spread from it to the
lumber yard,  The high wind which prevailed at the ume
rendered it impossible to do anythung to check the fire.  Very
general sympathy is felt for Mr, Tait in Iy senous loss which
will amount to about $10,000, insurance only $2,000. This
is the sccond mill on this site that Mr. Tate has lost by tire,
besides the Loarding house at Germamia two years ago, and
his residence at Gravenhurst. 1t 1s understood that he will
not re-build at Germania.

CASUALTIES.

Eli Michava was drowned a few days ago at Duddy’s boom
in Hull,

A man named Joseph Merceau had s leg badly jambed by
one of the tog carciers in Booth's mill at Ottawa recently,

A man, whose name we have not learned, had his hand
cut off in Day’s shingle mill, Maniinwaning, at few days ago,
and died the following day

A colored man namel  Chas. Johnston, engineer at A
Dallas® stave mill, Chatham. Ont., was instan:ly killed July
19th by being caught in the helting.

While hewing a stick of tunber at Rudid’s pew saw and
shingle mill, near Lindsay, Outey Jo Po Miller allowed the ave
he was using to shp which cut v the wistep severing an
artery. e had a narrow call, but 1s pow duing well

A despatch from Manden, Ont., says that John Massales, a
young man working on one of J. M. Irwins drves, was
drowned while breaking a jam m the ta s on Guil Kiver,
about four nules from Minden, His wody was found alut a
quarter of 2 mile from where he fell wie s parents live near
Haliburton.

Mr. Darwin Stevens, chief millwnght at Hauulton Bro.'s
will, and one of the mast respected emzens of Hawkesbury,
Ont., was accidentally drowned there on July 23ed.  He was
walking on a boom at the edge of the Ywmle and shpped off
into the rapids, the strong current sweening hum down quickly
beyond help.

On July 20th Master Charles Kerr while attempting to put
on a belt ona pulley in Messts. Bick & Sons planing mill at
Cannington, Ont., his right hand caught in the belt and was
wound around the shaft till his arm was pulled clear from the
body at the shoulder.  The unfortunate lad i reported as do-
ing well under his trying oracal.

On Friday, July 1351, six men employed by the Eau Claire
Lumbcr Ca., Calgary, lost their lives in Kamanshis rapids on the
Bow river, 43 miles west of Calgary, while driving logs. At that
hour nine lefe the camp ina huat for the opposite shore to
commence the day’s work. The point al which they art
tempted to erass, though nut concidered dangerous, is only a
short distance above a chute of some ftive or six feet.  When
the baat got within a few feet of the shore the handsattempted
to snub herto a stump on land by throwing a line.  In this
they failed, the boat became unmanagable and swung around
in the current, instantly acquiring such a momentum of speed
that before anything could e done to stop her she shot over
the fall like an acrow.  In the leap over the first falls she oniy
shipped a little water and she passed the second fall without
shipping any more.  Just after passing the third fall, however,
sh- struck a rock and capsized. Three men managed to catch
the upturned boat, but the other six were carried down stream
and drowned.  The three shortly afterwards were tescued.
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ITEMS OF INTEREST.

A dozen trees planted cach year may change the appearance
of a farm greatly in & generation, and lead alung to income,
very satisfactory as well.

An exchange says it takes $60 cach year to provide a far-
mer with fuel in Dakota.  The stumpage question does not
bother the authoritics out there.

The Dodge Wood Split Pulley Company, of Toronto, of
which Mr. Samuel May is president, have purchased a site for
their new works at West Toronto function, near that eny, and
will, during the present scason, crect estensive buildings
thereon.

A Pittsburg mechanical engincer, 82 years old, is said to
have invented a novel movable dam, by which he claims a
boating stage of water may be obitained w shallow rivers at all
seasons of the year, and old river men have pronounced the
invention practical.

Itis most desirable that encouragement be given to the
culuvation of trecs, and in order to prove more ctfective,
some other system than that of appointing an arbor day will
doubless have to be resorted to.  The granting of prizes in
cach municipality, for the best ten acres or more of trees,
might have s good cfiect.

[
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pet cent. solutlon of sulphate of copper.  When perlectly dey,
the wood s panjed over with a fiquia conssung of eyual
weights of aniline hydrochlotide and spirits of wine. The Dlue
vitrol acts on the aniline, and forms nigrosin, a black which
cannot be affected by acids or alkalies, A\ lusterean be added
by coating with simple copal varnish,

Loy davers are nupottant personages at this time of year,
and are being talked about by everyone. The Menominee
(Mich.) Herald says they have a numenclatare of their own,
contamung - words unintelkyible to the uniniated,  We have
heard a few, but cannot perhaps give the correct idea of thele
wmeamag. ¢ Wing-jam s sald tu be a collection of logs on
the shore of a stream, whilc 2 * center " is a jam of logs on an
sland. ** Breaking a center ™ is, of course, distodging logs
**hung up” on an islands ¢ Tow head " is reported (o be a
small asland, wvisible at high water, but sticking up as the
watee recedes, just enough to catch logs floating down stream
and stop them. A *“sweeper " is an uprooted tree which has
(atlen into the stream, and oftentimes as a log or hoat contain-
my the men comes upon such an object uneapectedly the
poor fellows are swept off into the fowd,

THE LATE STRIKES.

Swce the part of Tie Lustttkyas contaming a neport of
the strake among lumbermen in the Gevrgran Bay and Ottawa
disticts went 1o press we learn hat the difficulties in both
places have been amcably settled.  The men in the Geargian
Bay distnict, it s stated, have succeeded in making a
compromise with their employees which enables them to draw
ther wages fortmghtly nstead of monchly as heretofore,
They will, however, work eleven hours per day as in the past,
not having succceded tn getung the reduction asked for,

The men i the employ of J. R. Booth, of Ottawa who
went out on stoike for an nctease of wages, have returned to
wark on the old terms on the understanding that if upon examin.
ation of the pay sheetsof the business itis discovered that the
employees of Mr. Booth are receivipg less pay  for the same
work as1s pard eleswhere that the deficiency, whatever it may
happen to be, will be made up.

GENERAL NEWS NOTES.
~The British steamer, 4/aséa, recently arrived at Boston,
Mass,, from Chaleur Bay, N. B, had a cargo of 32,000 rail-
way ties, which is said to be the largest cargo of the kind ever

. taken to Boston antl the .f/os£2is the first steamer to engage in

' “temiperature of between 163 and 197 degrees Fahrenhelt,

the business.

—A feature of the London (Eng.} Board of Trade timber
returns is that affording us aninsight mto the enhanced value
which importers have given for this year’s purchases,
The chief increase scems to have been on hewn deseriptions,
which represent intrinsically over £120,000 more value than
pro rata they did June twelvemonth.  The sawn wood exhibits
an increase in cost of over ,Ct‘;o.ooo. These values arc estimated
rom the shipping docuinents, and therefore are fairly accurate,

The following is a comparative statement of Timber,
Masts, Bowsprits, Spars, Staves, cic., measured and culled to
July 18th at the Port of Quebec:

1886. 1887. 1888,
Waney White Pie.. .. 1,007,030 604,648 386,048
Winte Pane.voooe ool 744,676 456,588 162,902
Red Pine . ... ... 157,363 355,877 170,689
Oak ... 430015 335,557 557,270
Elm 384125 160,012 109,695
3 O £ T 92,159 30,136 68,212
Basswood .........vles 218 04 ceenie
Butternut . .......... 192 55 419
Tamarac.... . .... 1283 3.047 1,257
Birch and Maple. ... 153,742 114,228 124,005
Masts and Bowsprits ... ... —pes. —~pes. ~pcs.
OPALS. .o . - pes. —pes. —~pcs.
Std. Staves . o0 36.1.3- 1 38.32.22 18.9.2.27
WV I Staves 8.1.2.17 65.9.1.26 168.5.2. 5
Brl. Staves....... Cvirer e aeeias 13.5.3- 3 11.4.3. §

Hardening Wood.

** The receatly invented process,”™ savs [nmr, by which wood is
made to take on some of the special charactenstics of metal, has
been tyrned to practical account in Germany By this process the
surface beconies 0 hard and smvoth as to be susceptible of the high
polish. and may be treated with a burnisher of cither glass or.
porcelain : the appeatance of the wood being then in every respect
that of polished metal having. in fact, the semblance of a polished
mircor. hut with tas pewshiar  and) advantageous difference
namely, that, unhike metal, it is unaffected by ¢ oisture. To reach
this result the wood is steeped in a bath of cauatlc alkatl for two ar
three days together, according to its degree of p micubility, at a
Itisthen
placed in a sccond bath of hydrosulphate of calcium, 10 which a
concentra.cd solution of sulphur ts added after some twenty-four or
thirtyesix hours, The third bath is onenf acctate of lead, at a tons
perdture of from 93 10 120 degrees Fahrenheit. and 1 this latter the
<ood Is allowed to remain from thitty to fifty hiours, After being
subjected to a thorough drying, it ts tn a condition for belng pollshe -
cd with lead, tin or zinc, as may be desired, finishing the prqcess
with 2 burmshes, when the wood apparently becomes a plece of

. Ebony can e imitated on wood" by first painting with one | shining polished metal,




