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is really idlo to be hesitating about the ab

solutely best form of breech, when absolute
perfoction is denied us in buman aftuirs. [t
is suflicient that the Martini Hemy is the
best yet known, or, at the least, as good as
any other, This suvely should be suflicienut
to insure its immedinte adoption. It would
still take a your in the manufactue to place
a suflicient quantity in the L nds of tho
gulars, and thereforo cvery day is procious,
indoed, each day's delay is so much lost
time; and woeo betido a Ministry that ne-
glects to tako the steps necessary tosecuro
the armament of the forces with the best
rifle at the carliest possible moment. In the
opinion of & most competent judge, as re-
ported by the Pall Mall Gazetle correspon-
dent from the scene of war, good shooting
formed the first threo clements of the Ger-
man success; and that without it all tho or-
ganization of the other arms of the service,
admirablo as they were, would have gone for
nought. ‘The Germans neutralized the use
of tho better weapon by their greater skill
in the uso of the inferior riflo ; but they suf-
fered terribly from the infliction neverthe-
less. Why, then, we ask, should England
be placed in a similar position ?—and thero
is not the slightest excuse for it. It is
simply a question of money, and not a large
amount for such an object—a million ster
hng would, at 3I. a nfle, provide 333 000
Martini-Henrys—and it is hrd to see how a
million could be betterspent.  Tho abstrrct
of the report of the special Committee on
these arms, issued for trialin 1o6Y- extracts
from which were published in our lust num
ber—so completely confirms the first report
of the commutttee as to leave nothing fur-
ther 10 Le desired.  After a most elaburate
dealing with every objection that could by
ngenuity be urged by even captious vbjec
tors, the report is so conclusive of the excel-
lence of the rifle that the Minister may pro-
ceed without fear. 1t ought to dissipate the
last lingering doubt, if any such exists ; and
we do hope that ere another week clapse,
> we instruction will be given that the
Martini Henrp has been decided on at last
2s the national weapon, and the manufac
ture of this splendid rifle is to be proceeded
with ut once.— Volunlcer Sereae Gizedle.

WAR ITEMS AXND INCIDENTS.

Tur: Bunsixe or Bazsinres.—The Duke de
Fitzjames gives the following deseription of
Bazeilles zfter the Lattle at that place.—
“ Paris, Sept. 13. I have justreturned from
Sedan.  Ever since Chalons I have not left
our heroic but unfortunate army. Entrust.
cd, together with Princo de Saigan, by the
International Society for the ail of the
Wounded, with the duty of establishingits
ambulances where they weve likely to be
most useful. I have seen all those battle-
fields from Beaumont to Scdan, where our
soldiers, crushed by numbers, huve fillen
glotiously for France. Allow me to express
my indignation at what [ saw at Bazeilles.
Bazeilles is near the Meuse, about five miles
from Sedan.  On tne wmorning of the Jlst
of August, the courageous inhatitauts ot
that vallage, perceiving that the enemy was
coming on, doauned their Natonal Guards
umforms and aided the army in holdingz
check a Baivanan corps aud a division
(Sheeler's) of the 4th Prussian Reserve corps.
fhe French arm was drwven bLack.  The
enemy entered Bazeilles, and then com-
m -nced a scene of borror and nameless ex-
cesses that must forever disgrace ther per-
petrators.  In order to pumsh the inhabi-
tans of the village for presunnng to defend
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ol thie National Guards had Laen killed. The
population sought a refugoe in the cellars.
Al women and children, were burnt alivoe!

Out of 2004 inhabitants bavely 300 swvive.

to refate iow the Bavarians drove the wo
nien and childeen back into the flumes, and
;ahot Juwn those who attempted to escape.
Dy sells on tho cuins of the village.  There
is not w single house left standing. A foar-
ful smell of charred flesh prevades the air,
and I saw the caleined hodies of the inhabi-
tants on the threshollds of their own dwel-
ings.”

S,

THE DISCOVERY OF ARMNS IN PARIS,

The story of the discovery in Paris of a
store uf upward 0f 30,000 I’russian guns is
thus gisen by the D Jow nal :—-

“ Nome days ago somo chests were seized
which were found to contain Uhlan uni-
forms. Yesterday thr arms were found.
‘The plan contemplated was simple, and had
it succeeded would have been eifectual.
The 30,000 or 40,000 Germans who inhabit-
ted Belleville and L Villetto before the de-
cree of expulsion was issued had been form-
ed into regiments with that machinelike
precision which marks all the proceedings
of Prussin. At the given moment, and
concurrently w.th an attack by the besieg-
ing forces, we hould have been taken in
the rear by f=7.¢ Uhlans, who »-~'1 have
charged upon us, and caused us to believe
that the city had been entered either by a
bretch or through the sewers ot catacombs.
Some persons appointed for that purpose
were to have called out *I'reason,’ and then
our troops would have Dbeen assailed in
front and in rear. ‘The discovery was made
quite accidentally.
having been sent to the station of La
Chapello, & railway servant seized one,
which he tonlk away with him, and being
somewhat intoxicated, declared loudly that
ho knew where there were plenty of arms.
A ho'ly of the National Guard, upon being
informed of thic man’s statement, proceed
ed to the station and interrogated tho offi-
cialg, who at first denied that thero wereany
arms there, but some of the porters pointed
out several railway trucks which were laden
with cases of muskets,  Upon careful search,
16 trucks wero found to be so laden, having,
according to the statement of the employes,
arrived from Sedan somo days before. The
National Guard naving no authority to seize
the arms, an application was made to the
police, who took pnssession, not of 16, but
of 32 trucks, alt laden with arms and am.
munition. .Among those arms were Chasse
pots and needle-guns bearing tho Prussian
eagle. 1t s said that cuirasses aud lances
were also found.  Aninvestigation is now
procceding, which it is hoped, will acquaint
us with the names of the intended receivers
as waellas e actual senders.”

Col. Wylic, Proviacial Store keeper yisit-
ed Kingston on the 20th ult., for the pur.
purpuse of recieving over stores and build-
wmgs of the Imperial Government on bebaif
of the Dominion. The gunboat Reseue

teamed up, and made a trip through the
the harbor and down the river for his in-

spection. ller Armstrong stee! gun aud
brass picces, of which sho was lately dis-
armed, have ngasin been put on board, and
she will vo douvt be kept in her present
cundition of preparation for active service,

yshouid occasion, now apparently very re-
themselves, thay set the place on hire. Most jmote, ovér require it.

€ , comypred with the 'eench Court,
A quantity of nfles’

THE VOLUNTEERS Ul ENGLAND.

The military organization of the Germans
is recommended by the 7imes for aduption
in England. in an article which thus boldly
deals with the subject :

*Do the London Volunteers themselves
think they are in condition to be sent to-
morrow to assistn arresting the progress
of 40,000 contmental troops, landed e
will suppose, on the southern coast? They
would Lo victims, and the people who
ordered them to the front would be mur-
derers. A good many can shoot and that
is all they have learned. ia arather costly
course of national instruction. As vol-
unteers, however, they cannot be mado to
learn more than suits their tastes or con-
vemence. If traumng 1s to bo obligatory,
it must bLe in the nulitia, 1 one form or
another. Inthat militia there may bo as
much variety as m tife Queen’s army. In
the line, itself, there are crack rogiments,
where Loth officers and men are allowed a
social superiority. Let us have militia to
everybody's tasto, ou the simple condition
that everybody must prepare himself to de-
fend his country. and that n the capacity of
areal soldier. 1t may interferc a little with
business, and still more with pleasure, but
wo don’t divide all our time between duty
and pleasure.

The Emperor Napoleon, says the ** Times,”
went poor 1o Franco, voor he has quitted it.
Hoe retaius no private property but a small
cottage which came to him from his mother.
Whatever he received from I'rance he spent
itin tho country. T'he Czar could notmain-
tain such splendor. ‘The Oriental magni-
ficence of the Sultaa was mere shabbiness
Napoleon
HI. will leave his German place of captivity
at the end of the wir almost as poor a man
aswhen heentered “rancein 184S. TheEm-
press has, indeed, acr jrwels, gifts at her
marriage and on her fete days, but these
are ber private uroperty, the State jewels
being now in tae hands of the French Gov-
crament at Tours: sho has, besides, an heri-
ditary property in Spain, and the Prince
Imperial has & house which has been be
queathed to Lim near Trieste. This, wo be-
lieve, is all that remains to the family which
lately was supreme in France. The *Times”
mentions this simply in order to dissapate
the calumnies which have assailed the de-
throned soveriegn, who, though for a long
period so distributde the favours of the
most splendid State in Europe, yet left
France in lus oldage with little of its wealth
clinging to him.

The territory now united into the King-
dom of Italy, was divided before the war of
1839 among the following governments :

Area Popu-

sq. miles. latlon.

Lombard-Venetian King-
o dom...oo.o o TT,51L 5,007,472
Kingdom of Sardinia.. .. 28,229 5000,245

Kingdom of Naples (inclu.
ding Sicily). - ... .. ... 41,906 8,704,472
Pontiticd States. . ....... 15,210 3,006,771

Grand Duchy of Tuscany
(including Lucen)...... 8,586 1,515,686
Duchy of Parma......... 2,766 507,881
Duchy of Modena....... 2,073 586,458
Republic of San Marino. . 22 7,600
Principality of Monaco. .. 53 6,000
Total......oooi. L. 118,358 24,733,385

With the acqusition of the city of Rome,
Italy now includes a population equal to
;222 of Prussin, pr.or o its acquisition of

~-



