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CHAPTER VII.—=Continuud.

M Ithas been so strange that Hester's intimate
friead should be unknown (o me—you have been
?lndho:', Mrs. Harels, you know,” and Grace
sughed,

Iﬁ!u Denston smiled faintly, and only replied
“Qivo my love to dear Fcster. 1 know she will
bo sorry to have been out when I needed her.’

There wava iecullar suggesion of appropiiation
In the tone In which this was sald, which impresesed
Grace with surprise, and a shadow of annoyance,
and which she felt could not be watranted, She
turned to Phillp Denston, who was standing near,
and sald—

*Will you let me give you some sal-volatile for
use to-night?’ we have some in the house |
know, if you would not mind coming over with
me for it.”

“Thank you,” Denston said. '] will come with
you,»

The two passed out together Into a clear moonlit
night. Denston drew a long breath, and lnoked
up at the sky, whe-e the clouds were acuddu,,
before the wind,

" This is relreshing,” he said,

" Yes, the atmospbere of your room is very op:

recaive,” aaid Grace. ' tnit good for yoursiater?

o you like it? I could scarcely breathe.”

He gave & short faugh,

“Why, your sister enjoys i, | fancy.”

Y Our tastes are not at alt the same,” said Grace,
emphatically,

“You do seem to differ, certainly. "

“ Do you think women all alike, then, that you
seem 20 surpsised 2 asked Grace, mm!ly.

“ Are they not "

Grace had knocked, and sho now heard steps
coming along the passage which were certatnly not
Kitty's; and beln enFaEcd in wondering what
could be the meaning of this, she scarcely at the
time heard Mr. Denston’s dry question, though
alterwards it came back to her recollection.

But In-order to explain the measing of the
sounde which 30 surprised Grace, we must recount
what had happened to Kitty n her absence. For
the firet quarter of an hour all weat well in No. 47,
nor deserted by so many of,its inmates, Kitty
read her book, and thought the time would very
quickly pass until Grace's rotum. She had tried
to thiok of something nice, and rathee paughty, to
do, such an unlnspacied opporiunity :being rare,
but no pleasant mischief had suggested jtes!f;
besldes which anything which involved an excur-
sion into dark and lonely reglons would have been
& doubtful jof. At the end of the second quarter
of an hour Kitty thought she heard a noise, and
she put down ber book to listen. Mr, Waterhouss
was not stizdng; all was silent. Could it be pos-
sible he had gone out without being heard? q?h'c
clock on tho stalrs seemed to be ticking In & quite
extraordinary Jashion ; it had certainly never made
such a notes before, She was ot frightencd, but
;ltl.:: l:o an to feel a8 if sho knew what it would be

o
& hymn tane, but the sound of her own voice was
surprisingly unpleasant, so she stopped. She scon
began to feel obliged to persuade herself that she
was not frightened, and, when that atage was
come, Kitty's nerve was gone. Towards the end
of the third quarter of an hourshe did hear a nolee,
real and not imaginary. Mr. Watethouse had
opened his door, and was comiang down.staice ; he
must be going out. Oh, tereor ! that could not be
allowed 1 Kitty flew to the door. Yes, there he
was, taking his stick from the umbrella stand.

‘0O, please,” she cried, with a little pant,
“ would you mind not golng out? I should be 10
frightened 1" There was & very dim light in the

ssage (for economy’s sake} and, for & momant,
E:lurhouu did not understand the position of

“l

* s that Miss Kate?" he asked, coming forward,
“ What 1s that you say—that you are frightened

He actually took both Kitty's haods in his own,
and drew her into the our,

“Oht what would Grace say to this?* flashed
thmufh Kitty's mind ; but at present sho was
::loig ad to be comforted to think much of retri.

tion.

4 And have they left you all alonein the houss ¥
he continued, locking down at her with kindly
amusement, just Jike the big elder brother that
Kitty bad always looged to have, and for whick
loann she had been 30 often laughed at by her
eider sisters.

“ Grace and I were left at home to keep house,”
shig replied, looking up, blushingly, bat frankly;
* but Ence has been called ocut to see some ove
who is ill, and who lives opposite.”

Hare Waterhouse nodded, as if he understood
all about this some one.

“ Sha will not be long, if you would not miod
stayiog In till she comes. But perhaps you were
‘oi? Iout to do somethingimportant,” Kitly addaed,
tim

¥.

“ Not 1,” sald Waterhouse, with a resswuring | had

amile. “I was only golng to post some lettern”

He put down his bat and stick, which he had
brought in with him, on thetable, and sald—

"‘nd now, Miss Kate, In return for my protec.
tion, how are you ns to entertain me ¥

“Ohl pleass,” sald Kitty, impulsively, “m
name is not Kat y calls me Kate, and
don't like It at all.”

‘Why, what {a it thea ?*

“ Kitty,” sald the little maiden, who had all at
once recovered her sell-consciousness, and spoke
in ashamefaced voice, with downcast e?m.

« May Icall you Kitty ? That'a capital | lam
sure we shall be frlends,” said Watethouse, seat:
ing himaclf before the Gre, and drawing Kiity to a
chalr, with friendly pressure.

Oh ! what would Grace say when she came 1o
kaow that Kitty had given the lodger leave to drop
the formal “ miss,” and call her by her pet house-
hold name? And she had never—no, never }—
meant him to stay down here in the parlour,
Would Qrace And him here ?  All the comfort of
Me. Watethouse's presence fled before this terrible

thought.

““a(on'l you "rlaz to me? asked Waterhouss,
glaacing towards the open plano.

“0 lgdon't play much,” said Ritty, dlushing;
“i!"il Hester who plays so well. Sho t2aches

MI
+ Oh, it is Hester who plays,is it ? That {e the

frightened. ~She humnsgd a tiitle bit-of |

“She s not so clever In that, though she is In
everything else,” seplied Kitty, warming up and
orning het cyes wide, * Graco can do anythlog
sho likes,"

“And what does she like to do?*  \Waterhouse
looked a very Interested listener, andan interested
listener on a favourite topic I {neplzing, .

“Oh, she likes reading Prench and Qerman
when we can get tlio books ¢ that is in the clever
way, you know; Lut she likes cooking, and
that kind of thing, qulte as much, if not more.”

“ Cooking 1’

“ Yes, she does all the cooking neatly.”

“ Doca sho cook my dinners }

1 Oh, I ought not to havo sald that,” sald Kitty,
recollecting herself,

“\Why not * asked \Waterhouse, but he did not
preas his question, seeing Kitty's confusion? 't But
At least you ¢ould siny e & hymn,” ho said *'[
am not a ﬁre.u critic—come ;* and ho rote and
went to the plano. Kilty followed, feeling that
after all there would bo less fear of her commitiing
hezself there than in conversation. So she found
& hymn and began to sing It, and Watethouse
added the bass, and a ver{ mallow pleasant bass it
was, When It was finished he sald, stretching
himself comfortably ia his chalr—

** Now, this Is pleasant ; why, you might bs my
ilitle slster.”

Kitty smiled Shyly, but she was finding it very
pleasant too. Grace said it was not nice lo have
anything to do with men, but Kitty.was beginning
2 disagreo with ber. Everything about Mr,
W 2terhouse was nica—seemed, that Is, so sirong
and easy and kind, with a certain difference from
anything she was accustomed to—a difference
altogether pleasing,  She looked at the muscular
vigorous haod which rested on the piaso-lid

at a different band from Hestor’s long white
one, or Orace's tiny brown smooth one, ~r herown,
which was not very pretty at present ! Thete was
somcething quite fascinating for her in watching it
movements. Dut when would Grace come back?
And at the very moment, as I In answer to the
question, there came a knock at the street door,
which could be no other than Orace's. Kitty's
heart be'zan to flutter wildly.

* Oh | Grace has come back now J'hddn't you
better go up-stairs "' desperation lending her thé
courage to suggest the course. .

But the todger sald, ** No; why should 17" and
f{ave her a surprised glance, which made

itty feel that she had suggested something rather
meap. i
“1'll go to the door,” continued Mr. * Water
house ; aud be strods off before Kitty could regaln
enough presence of mind to stop him, .

When Grace saw who it was that opsned the
doar for her, she exclalmed—

Ok, Mr. Watethouse ! [ am .nrr;.you should
have beea troubled. Where is Kitty

%1 have beso siiting with her; she was a little
timld—=— Hulloa’} Why, s it you?" he cried,
as Grace's companion came forward into the light.
" ou Jivo in this part of the world 27 )

4 | {ive over the way,” said Denstos.

 Capital | you must como and: set me in my
tooms up-staire. Miss Norris, | owe this fellow a
rudge, for 1 kept him waiting four hours for me
the sther evening, and my.coascience - atill shoaris
At the remembiance, Can you come up sl
now, M’r. Denston, or'are you engaged

Denston sxplalned the circumstances §
which he hid left home, but promised to dgegp
some early ovening, and Watethouse went out to
post his letters,

“ That is a good-hearted fellow,” sald Denaton,
in & kind of abrupt confidential burst.

“ Oh, he [s too rid':{." replied Orace, carelesaly,

“ You do not like rich pooslo ™

% | have not had much 10 do with them,” Grace
lnughed. ] don't think I am sorry,”

“That la & strange distaste for a woman.”

“1 don't think you know much about women
Mr. Denston,” Grace replied, In a tone which had
a little rebuff {n it,

Denston had the sal-volatlie now, and la took
his leave with thanks and a bow to Grace which
included Kitty, who bad besa: looking on vecy,
much surprised. Then came Kitty's eaplanation,
which ended piteously.

4 Oh, Grace, ] could not help.{t, couldl? I
could not know be would have come [a here”

“ No, I suppose not, you little waladrofte”

Kitty got no further scolding,but Graceshrugged
her shoulders and muttered, * The thin.edge of
the wedge.”

Rrs

-

CHAPTER X,
A BREACH MEALED.

When Hester came homne and heard of what bad
happened in ber absence, she did not-say vety
much : the fact being that she hardly know whethar
to be glad or sorry, that the long postponed intro-
duction of ber frend to 1he acquaintance. of the
family had taken gllﬁ& It was well that the ?allr
inevitable ordeal had been gone through, but she
shrask painfully from the lively comments hkely to
adorn Grace's tale, and the future referances to be
made by that young mocker, for Hester was not
without unackmwleigtd misgiviog that bey friend
vulnerable points. -But Qiace was unusally
sober about the matter, and told her story in quite
a matter-of-fact way. Possibly, io her heightened
colour and apprehensive ghnce, Hester made evi.
dent her sensitiveness,and Grace never used barbed
arrows. ;

“] am glad you have seen Hester's friend,” sald
Mra, Norris. *¢ 1 think it Is much better for dsto
koyw them.”

41 am sure they are Interestiog pe
Grace, *“ though 1 saw o littls of them, I could be
qQuite sure they ware aot commonplace.”

Y Friends," repeated Hester, with emphasis;
‘*and fAsy / 1 konow very little of Miss Denston's
brother, and have no wish to kaow more.”

“ He bas not the most genial of manners, cer-
tainlz but I liked his attentiveness to his sister
and hls evident ;ivlngvup of bis tastes to Lers.”

. Hester smiled. * You do not seem to haveread
his character very cleverly.”

“ Then, is It weakness that induces him-to sit
without remonstrance in that stifiing atmesphare,
and to atay at homo nursing his sister? Ifso, it ls
rather pitlable.”

Hester paused for a moment before replying, as
if dismissing all argomaents, **1 dislike him" "She
felt areluctance to disclosingher friend's zonfidmce
concerniog her Urother’s conduct and disposition.
Whatever impresalons Grace had formed of Mia
Denston’s character, on being brought 1pto. per«
sanal relations with her, and whether they.con.
firmed or corrected: formar ones, she was quite

1all alster, im't {t?  And does'nt your sister Grace
play I '

silent on the subject.  Hester felt grateful to- her

.| the estrengement,  There is a lutle rift within the

for so much reticence, for it would have been pain.
ful 1o her 10 have Mjss Denston discussed in the
family, and the fecling gave a fresh Impulse to the
better understanding which seemed fnsensibly 1o
have spmng.ug of lato between the two. What
that betier undcrstanding consisted In, and what
had been its origin, it would be hard to say; but
when our hearis of & sudden turp with more lovlnlg
comprehension to those who live at our side, s it

enerally a definito explanation that does the work?
NO more than it is a definlte quarecel which cauvees

lute, and the resalt Is broken muslc, and the rift
comes ono knows not how. And co tos comes the
mending—a glance, a loving touch, or tone, and
wo are at ohe again ; thus sight and Iminaterial
ate the links between splrit and aplrt, and vet
stronger and more enduring than cable.chain when
life’s straln comes to test them. Then why should
we E"{,wi‘h our Jove as some of us Jdo, humour a
slight here, or & jealousy there, until we learn to
doubt whether we love at all 7 Like chaff before
the wind docs all such (imsy substance iy whan
tha storms of life beat downupon us ; then we find
that love is (ounded on & rock, Let us then in falr
wenther take all the swest daily comfort of our
familiar household love, end mar It by na wanton
small mbsgivings. DBut s love we need much tzuat
o7 the love will be a vravering, sclf-lormenting
thing, Hester had livtfe ttust, and Grace had much,
therefora Hlester required many proofs and constant
signs of tho love that Grace was content to know
was there. And the improvement in their selations
ust now was due to the llitle awakening Hester
ad given to Grace's perceptions the day of the
discussion concernlng Mr. Waterhouse.” Grace
bad felt for long that all was not sight with Hester,
but Hester herse!f had taken care that no one
should see Into her heart, But she had allowed
Grace that day a little peep ioto that closely.shut
region, and Grace, though little gueuing all that
lay thercin, sought to atonc and comfort by an
unwontedly caressing manaer.

A day or two after this Suanday evening, she
came upon Hester seated alone in the twilight, her
hands folded before her, and her face tumeﬁ to the
fire, obriously lost in melancholy revetle, Grace
came behind and put her two hands on Hester's
shoulders.

“Here Is Heater, spinning her cobwebs as
usual,” she exclaimed, lightly. Hester imprisoned
the small brown hands, whose touch was as light
and quick as a bird'’s, in her own large and more
repossful oncs.

" And hers 1s Peasblossom, as usual, ¢ccme to
blow them away,” she said, smitiog,

Grace broke away, and came round to Hester’s
slde and seated herself,

“ Before 1 blow them away, let me koow what
they were.”

ester sighed=—'* Only thoughts of nothing in
particular,”

* But you looked melancholy.”

“Did b"

“You arc always melancholy, aren't you,
Hester ?*

> sald {7°
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~ §abbath 8chool Work.
- I;ESSON H-ELPS.
(Selacted from Feleulil.)

SRCOND QUARTFR,

THE WORD MALE FLESH,

Lesson I, April 4th, John 1, 1-18; mem
verses 1-§,

GOLDEN TEXT.—"The Word was 1|
flesh, and dwrelt among us."—~Joha L., 14.

Jonn TuE ArostiE={1) Born at Bethsald
Galllee. (2) His parents were  Zebedee
Salome. (3) He was born probably between
1 and 35, the youngest of tho apostles, (4} }
tives. —1lis mother was probably the sister ol
Virgin Mary (compare Matt. xxvii, ?6. with
%)%y 48) ; hence he was first cousin of Jesus, a1
more distant cousin of Jokn the Bapitst. He
a brother James. (5) He was brought up i¢
father's business of hshing in the sea of Gal
(6) 1t is probable that he never martded. (7)
was & disciple of John, and one of the eatliest
raost intimate disciples of Jesus, (8) John
ably remained in Palestioe tll aficr the destrue
of Jerusalem ; then he went to Ephesus, was
ished to the isle of I'atmos by Nero, returne
Ephesus, A.D. 6.7, and died there about .
9{ agui go 1o %5. (9} Writings.=—The Go
A.D, 80 or Xo bree episties, and 1be boo
Revelation, A.D. yo:¢6,

TiR GosPel OF JONUN.—i. Author—Jchn,
Language—Greek, 3. Date of writing=A.D.
90. 4. Place of wnting—probably Ephesus.
Sources—it was probably the record of his pre
ing about Jesus.
EELys OvER HARD PLACES.~), The Word:
divine Jesus, who became man (v, 11). He
called the J¥erd becavse He reveals to us
thadghts and feelings of God, av our words re
our thoughts. WA God: distinct from God,
get God Himsell, 4. Theliferwasthe light of »
Y Flving spiritual life, He *nables usto seen
tual things. Dcad things cacnot see. Asa i
person, He teaches, He gives us an example,
Darknest: of sin and ignorance. Compre
did nat receive it and thereby become light.
IHis own : especially the Jews, 12, Soms:child
13. Not o' blaod @ not by natural descent. We
not God's children because our parents are.
of thd will of the flesk . not by our natogal w
We cannot make ourselves the children of ¢
Nor by the will of man: nor can others makes
0. 14. Madeflesh : became mao,  Flesk loch
our whole human nature, bodJ' and soul, Gr
God's favour freely given, and henco the bles
and joyous élm of that love, especially spiri
gifts. "18, Gracefor grace: Gracs added to gn
grace the mean of fucther grace ; agrace in us
ruponding:'o each grace in Him. 18. Seew G
His fall beigbtsess, His perfect character
plans. They had seen only hints revealed

Hester's semsitive ear caught a suggestion of :

i : them. /e Aaih deciared Him: Jasus shows
N’f"i:?;g: ‘&:'é::’:o?:r?flo:m.mw " what Qod js, 80 that fow we have ssen more
CWhich is best ?” : Ged., .+ . .. S L N
"" qtlo;wsl:ntbnwo,porhl s 1 donot . S

. . e, W AR
i 2o seic o ] ey P R
s a paos. f Grace n & . 9%
Kged -tone, “there aru few people, ]d’.hogm ry of Chrlst.—Grace and truth.—No »
who have nothingto sadden them ; but real | bath seen God. ‘ '
troubles do not make o€ melancholy; they are too | LxAxN pY HEART Jobn i, 1.4, 3314,
had for that; It is only sentimental troubles coe QUESTIONS.

likea to dwell on. You are often sufleriog from
sehnswchrke(t, Hester, and every one has to dree
that weird when young.” ’

Grace spoke in & tone of quiet conviction, and
Hester, who was given to fesiing that Grace was
very .guaﬁ and that she hersal! was muck beyond
har sister In maturity of experience, found herself
suddanly impressed, without her will, by & sense
that Grace was very far beyond her on the path of
Jife. She had before now experienced this sudden
sansation, which was as if & glittering sutface were
to part and for o moment reveal depths below.
When Hester's"best feelings wers called out she
wae very generous, and thers was something In
Grace's manser which did call forth the best i her,
in spite of what she might have resented in it ae
patronage. Hor criticism was disarmed. She felt,
without reasoniog, that she had been .upjust to
Grace. She Jeaned’'forward and rested her two
arme on Grace's knee, and looked up Into her faca
with & rush of emotion whizh she could neverhave
expressed in worde, Herusually expressionless face
was beautiful, flooded, as it was, by appealing and
remorseful affection, She was, at lasy, turning to
Grace to help her against the very disaffaction
which had been sublly cteeplog over her feelings
towards ber. The two looked at each other for
some ‘moments, Grace's eyss compelled by the
yearning gaze of the other, and though she could
tot understand all there wasip it, she bad not a
tature which could be uprioved by its magnetic
power. Then they kissed each other, and sat
silently for a time. Not a word more was said.
Two minutes had gone by, In which two gicls had
kissed each other. That was all that had passed
in the outward world, but spiritéal expetience does
not teasure {tself by the clock.

Philip Denston kept 1% promise he had made
to.-Waterhouse of coming to ses him. The first
time Waterthouse was qut; the second call was
more succeesful, The clock was siriking cine as
he was shown into the drawing.room Number 47.
He apoisgired for the lateness of the hour. “1
saldom leave wotk biclore eight,” he said.
Waterhouss stared at him. '¢ And what time do
u begin ¥
“ At nine. 1 often box the compass from nine
to nloe.” He sdded, secing considerable surprise
in Waterhouse's face, ** That's pot ia the routine,
of course, It includes extra work—copying.”

“ Copying! Goodness, what drudgery I

(To de continned)

* 1118 HIGK TIME TO AWAKE OUT OF SLERP.”
~—Not loag ago we asked s brother why he did not
take part In the prayer-meetings of our church,
‘To which be replied that he was 10 constiiuted
that he could not do it from sheer nervousnass
We ware surprised at this, as wo knew that he was
aman of aflalrs, and one who had been In the
habit of speaking in public, at Jeast in small politi-
cal i:theﬂagi. No doubt the brother was slocere’
In his statement, bat be did not know that he was
{alling sn Ais slrep ¢ the tirae, Since then he has
arcused out of sleep.und now his volce is steady
and his words are fitly spoken in the assembly of
the saintg. We have no doubt the same would be

INTRODUCTORY.—Give & brief bhistory of
apostle John, What books of the Bible did
weite? Tell what you can about the Gospel
cording to John.

SUBJECT : CUR DIVINE SAVIOUR,

I. WHo Hx Was (vs. 1.3}=—Who was
Word? Why is He so called? What proofs
wu find in thesa varses of the divinity of Chr

hiat eles do you learn about Him? What
vantages to us in haviog a divioce Saviour?
1f jesun Christ made the world, can there be
coflict between true science and the Bible? |
does the fact that He made the world make
study of nature more interesting and more help
11. WHAT Mk DORS FOR MAN (VS. 4 §, T4
What two thinks Christ does for us are mentle
in v. 47 What kind of life is-glven by H
(E b.ﬁ, 1; 1 Jobn v, trez3) What fs meant
light ? 'Where docs the light abine? Whai
meant by darkness ¥ What lisht did Christ bi
tous? For whom {s it meant ¢ Who bore wits
to thia light ?
Are there many things we need to kaow wl
we xould not find out by ourselves? What
somc of them? How has lhr*oi ) been pro
:oibe the ?tlght forevery man? s tk!s a proof1
t is teve

111. Souz ReJRCT HiM (vs. 10, I1)=Wh
meant by the world 7 Undar what cbligation w
they to receive Christ? How did they
Him? Who are meant by * His own”? Ur
what special obligations were they to Him 2 (
., 1-4; Deut. xxxil., 1-161 I3 rejecting Ch
mean as well as wicked ?

1V. WHAT HE DORS FOR THOSE WHO RECKE
Hix (vs, 1218} =What did He do for those 1
received Him? What ars some of the privile
of being children -of God? (Rom. wiit, 14
How cap we” bécome children of God? ‘Nha
meant by “ the Word was made Sesh™? Of w
was He full ? What (s grace? What have
received from Him ? ‘How.docs Jesus reveal {
tous? What reasons do you find in this lesson
loving and trusting Jesus.

PRACTICAL SUGGRSTIONS.

1. God's great love to us in seading a div
Saviour,

11. How great must be tbe evil and  danger
sin to tequite such a Saviour!

111, Since \be same Jesus made the world s
brought the gospel, they nust be in harmooy.
I\I:. Oor four great needs—life, light, gn
truth, R

V. Sin is not only wicked, but mean.

VI. 'The great privileges of the children of C
—they are heirs of His love, His care, Hia char
ter, His bome.

VII. We become His children by faith in Jes
and regeneration by the Spirit of

il

— What do you think would d¢ the resulf l/:v
weder of the CAwrck increased Ait swbscription

true of bundreds of Christiaa men' if they. were
folly awake.— Words and Weapone,' Cr

me
the Missions Scheme by fen' contt 1
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