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teacbing are mischievous. At ane af the most solenin
moments in aur public worship, when the minister is
about ta dispense the bread and wine in the Lord's
Supper, lie generally readls Paul's words to the church
at Carinth, beginning thus : "lFor I hava received ai
the Lord that wvbich aiso I delivered unto you, bow
that the Lord Jesns, in the nighit in which He wvas
betrayed, took brez '," etc. Paul wvas flot prescrnt at
thartirst supper; yet usually we read bis account ai it,
not that of the Apostle Mattlîeiv, though he had beezi
presenit, nor the accaunt in either af the cetlier two
synoptic gospels. li is noteworthy howv the words ai
Paul, who wvas as ane bora out ai due tume in compari.
son with the original twelve apustles, are taicen as best
suitirig our purpose, and as being no Iess authoritative
than tie wards of the synoptic evangelists. And no
wonder, for ta that Church at Corinth he wrote (z Car.
xiv. 37, 38), IlIf any man think himself ta be a prophet
or spiritual, let him take knowledge ai the things wvhich
I write unto you, that they are the commandments ai
the Lord. But if any man is ignorant, let liii be
ignorant." Paul had a commission froni bis Lord ta
teach and preach in Mis name; ai bis commission we
have three narratives in the Acts ai the Apostles. We
can well understand, therefore, his dlaim .0 be in no
w ay inierioir ta the very chiefest of . - Vstles. Now
the teaching ai the twelve had beesi made autharitative
by their Lard when He first sent tbem forth (sc Matt.
x. 19, 20, 40), "lBut when they delîver you up, be flot
anxious boiv or what ye shahl spea!c; for it shial be
given you in that hour what ye shall peak. For it is
not ye that speak, but the Spirit ai your Father that
speaketh in you. . . . Ve that receivcth you
receiveth me." In fact, the Lard Jesus Hiniselt has
left us a pattern oi relying an Scripture, on ahl Scripture,
wihen He answered the tempter (Matt. iv. 4), IlMan
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that
proceedeth out ai the mouth af God."

In short, the man who discredits the authority ai
this blessed book is not a genuine Protestant. For in
proportion as he lowers the authority ai the written
Ward, practically he exaits the authority ai some
preacher ; that is, ai course, till the point is reached at
which the preacher also is disez-edited as much as the
book which lie professes ta expound and apply. And
as a matter ai observation, %ve may assert tbat where
the Chucch ai Rame is gaining strength, it is where
Protestants have ceased ta feed their sauls upon the
Word af God, or, like the Israelites wvith the mianna,
have come ta loathe it as Illight bread."1 In some
parts of Scandinavia, where na dissent from the
Lutheran Church was tolerated tili lately, the church
had become very dead, and efforts to restare lueé were
irawned down or vialently arrested. And naw, wvber
religious liberty is so far secured, the Church ai Rome
is busy attempting ta abtain a firra footing for itseli.
Again, in the mixed populations ai Holland and
Switzerland, the sanie attempt is being vigorously
mnade. Sanie ai those who have been led by bold and
able guides ta suppose that the Bible bas a great deal
ai myth and error in it are naturally dastrustful ai their
own ability to separate the chaif fromn the wheat, the
grains ai gald fram the sand ; or else they are tao
indolent ta make the attempt. And the priestboad
allure them with the affer ai a living iniallible teacher,
whose messengers they are ; and with a guarantee
fram himi that aIl shahl be well with those who entrust
theinselves ta him.

We mnay thuns calculate that Romanism and
Rationalismn play inta cach atber's bands. Ilf we
shrink iromn superstition, we aught ta be led bumbly
ta receive the revelation ai Gad in Christ, which He
bas conclescended ta make in Scripture. But if wve
coniound the Word ai God with tlbe inventions af men,
and spurn the autharity ai bath alike, we shaîl soon
féel painiully the want ai saeine authority and guide,
and sa fail back into the hands ai the priesthoad.
Christ promises ta those wvba embrace Him as their
Saviaur, that He will send theni H-is spirit to gide
themn into ail truth. But how can we expect His spirit
ta do anything in aur hearts ta the disparagenient ai
what men have spolcen and written as they werc moved
by the HaIy Spirit?

No doubt it was the reverence and estecmn for the
Bible which turned the balance ai intcrest in Europe

to the side af Protestantism. From thc sixtcenth
century and onwvard, circumstanccs wvhich 1 cannat at
present discuss left the Latin races af the South in the
communion of the Church of Rome, and along with
them, a large part of the Teutonic races in Central
Europe. Nowv it was this part of the, European
population whio had the ruling power, the wvealth, and
the refinement ai the civilizeci world in thcir hands.
Yau knowv how wonderfully ail this came ta be
roversed. 1 leave Russio out of accaunt, althouth it is
a factar af tremendaus importaace; but it is difficult ta
assign its position in the struggle betwecn the Churwa
of Rame and the Churches ai the Reformation. Apaît
from Russia, then, it is the nations af Central Europe,
and still mare chose af Northern Europe, ta wham the
ruling powver and the wealth and th%. refinement at
prescrnt belong. And whv? Pflecause their intellect
and their conscience were waketîed up, were strength-
ened, were trainedl and disciplined by the Word af
God. The highest benefit af ail this process is tFe*
saving knowledge af the truth; but many other bene-. à
have accrued ta the Protestant nations. Multitudes
who may na't have been made partakers of the grace ai
God, so as ta become trtqe members ai Chr*ist, have
found the advantages af the atmaspliere in which they
nowv live. If there wvere nathing else, the reading of
the Bible wvith attention and reverence exerts an
extraordinary power upon a community. flesides, the
desire ta read the Bible, and the habit ai reading it,
ensure chat mien generally learn ta read in a manner
and di -'ee which are unknown where there is no
reading ai this boik. The cantrast betwern Roman
Cstholic and Prott stant nations, in respect ai the
numbers in theni wvb% can read, is astaunding.

Forty or fifty year.. ago the whole ai our theolagical
students who wvent ta the Continent Àdid nlot go ta
Germany ta study there. Some wvent ta that most
interesting Protestant regian, French Switzerland, and
studied, flot only books, but also a people with whom
we Scots have many links ai resemblance and con-
nectian. 1 should be glad that this were the case
again. I think chat there are important advantages ta
be gained from taking a session in the city af Calvin,
at the hall in wbich Merle d'Aubigne taught, ironi
gaining a mastery af the Frenchi language, and [coin
Stdi- the questions af the gospel, the papacy, and
theuneieving and the Socialist movements, as you
would have the appartunity if doing there.

The Obligation af Usefulness.*
DY flEv. AflDIS5X P. rasTRs, fl.D.

THE RIGUT AMBITION IS TO BE USEFUL.

Many a human impulse has acquircd a bad name oecause
it has been misdirccted or uncontrallcd. This is peculiarly
truc ai ambition. The ambition af an Alexander, a Caznsar,
a Nanaleon, bas brought the feeling into disrcpute. flut
ambition in itsd1 is God-given, an clement ai greatncss and
essential ta usefulncss. One without ambition is nervcless
and inefficient. His lue is barren; he simply vcgetates.
Ambition is the îaiotive force. It drives us thraugh lie as
steam propels the railroad train. But as a train musc run
an a track ta avoid 'disaster, so an ambitiaus life must bc
strictly held ta a certain course.

Christ's disciples iverd ambitious for pre-eminence.
The mother of James and john, like other jcws ofthe time,
thought that the Mcssaanic kangdom was ta hc a magnifîcent
display of earthly authority with pnmp and splendor surpass-
ing chat ai the Oriental monarchies ai that day. She
desired chat when Christ sat dlown an His throne oi world-
wade dominion, Hîs two ministers maglit ho lier two sons,
each accupying a seat at His side and sharing His power.
It was a drean of grcatncss, purely wordly in its conception.
It çras an ambition earthy and unchristian.

This sclfish and narrowv ambition breaks in upon Christ's
aîms and ideals with asingularjar. M wts strading iorward
ta Jcrusalemn with an absorption ai thaught and an c.ager-
ness of desire that amazed and affrighîced Hîs disciples. In
Has stemu eye, set lip and stcady torward tread tiacre was
soniething they could flot undcrstand and that suggested ta
them a crisis, perhaps a rcvolution. What dad st meun ?
Ctirîst answecd tlîeir uî'spolen inquiry. It nicans denth,

Un Ex aitinbaod on (Mark m. 35-45-Luko xix. Il 27); in theo
ÊteSayUnIon Oozue on IlThé Teoblnp of hxts."


