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the steps that had led hvm to being calied
to the work 1n Winmpeg. He had not
-sought & change. He was happy and
contented in his work.  But he believed
the call to go to Winnipeg was a call
from God, and he could not resist it “At
your call” he said, “I came here now
nearly five years ago, and Fave never
-sought or desired to go clsewhere, No

pastor could possibly be happier in his
work than I have been during these
years. You have shown me every kind-
‘ness and affection and devotion,  With
the officers of the church, the deacons,
-superintendent and teachers of the Sun-
-day-school 1 have labored in happiest
accord.  Our hearts and hands lmc
been: bound n Chrisuan love —this
.church 1s dear to-me. Our relation to
-one another is peculiar.  You are my
first flock and'1 your first pastor.  Many
.of you are the fruits of my ministry here.
I have watched and laboured and pray-
ed for you a~ 1 with you many a day, and
if it had been God's will I would have
.desired nothing better than to have lived
and laboured and died amongst you.
But the hand of God ison me and I
must go. When I gave myself to the
ministry I .felt that T had no nght to
«choose my field. I muyst go where my
King and Bishop sends me.  "There is a
Providence in our lives. There is One
-that guides and overrules all.  An un
-seen hand led me here, and now a voice
Divine calls me away. “The will of the
Lord be done.  Brethren, as I go to the
-far North-West to preach Christ’s gospel,

may I not go in the assurance that the
Christian love, and sympathy, and pray-
.ers of you my fellow-labourers and com-
panions in the kingdom and patience of
Christ wili go with 'me. My prayer is
that God 'may bless this church yet more
.and more. May it ever. stand as the
pillar and. ground .of the truth; may
.every member be loyal to (,hnst, and
may personal love.to a personal Saviour
be the one strong bond -that unites you
in Ch’nsuan ‘fellowship “and in Christian |
work.”

‘Deacon “Sanderson, aftét expressing |’

the kind fecling of himself. and' brother
deacons and members: toward their- pas-
tor with "whom -they had always-labored
in -Christian:love and harmony, stated
that-after having heard the pastors ex-
plamnon of the steps that led to his
being called to Winnipeg, and being per-
suaded that -he considered it his duty io
go, they felt it would be wrong for -them
as a church to stand between him and
duty, he “therefore moved that this
-church accept Mr. Silcox’s resxgmtlon of |
the pastorate, sending him, in the name
.of the Lord to the Congregational Church
in Winnipeg, praying that the great Head
-of the Church may bless him.in his-new
-field..of ' labor as Heé h'ts here; that ‘he
may be-the’instrument in‘the hands of
God in bringing many into-th¢ fold of
Chnst, and'thus extending and strength-
ening the. Church of Christ in the North.
“West.””

Several mémbers spoke on the motion,
-all testifying - their love ‘and. respect’ ‘for
“the pastor, and regrets at his contemplat- |-
ed departure. The resolution was passed
unammously by a standing. vote.. The
meeting Jomcd in- smgmg thc ‘hymn:—

Ve messengers of Chn\!,
His Sovercign voice obey 3
Arise and follow where he leads,
And mee auend xour way o
-We msh you in His name
The most divine success ;
Assured that He who sends you forth,
'W:ll your ‘endeavours bless:

Thus,ifi:a truly.{ pnmxtwu and. apostollc.

fashion, Mr. Silcox-is dismissed, from the
_pastorate of the: Wcstem Church Toron-

10, to' undertakc “mission; \\ork ‘in’.our.

;great North: Wcst.

.ow? WOR!( IN- /MANITOBA AND|

THE NORTH IVEST

A most. important - step. has: ,just becn
taken in the- devc]opmcnt and progrcss of

oir work in the great regions ¢ of the North:‘

ship.

West. The Rev. J. B, Silcox, of Torontoe,
having been: called to the pastorate of the
Winnmpeg Church, vacant by the resign-
ation of the Rev. \Vm, Ewing, has scen it
to be the path of duty to accept the call,
He will proceed to Manitoba about the end
of the year, and enter on his labors with
the opening of the year 1881.  And all who
have in their hearts the interest of the
churches s a body, and desire the exten
sion of Congregational influences over new
ficlds, will surely bid him God speed, and
pray that he may be sent forth by the Holy
Ghost, '
The steps that have led to this consum.

.mation arc such as to indicate very clear

providential guidance. The great Leader
and Head of the Churches has apparently
marked the way, and led gll who are con
cerned by a path of which they were not
aware, _

When our brother, the Rev. \W. Ewing.
undertook with so much courage and self-
reliance to proceed at his own charges to
Manitoba,.he was nonored to lay the found.
ations of gur work-by gathering together a
few faithful brethrér and unite them in
church fellowship, But from the first he

was willing'to allow 1t to determined by
‘events, whether he was chosen of God to

carry on the work he had begun. Progress
was slow, in the absence of & house of wor-
The httle band found it exceedingly
difficult to gather others round them. A
mere meeting, 1n a. bare and comfortless
hall, whose associations were of municipal
polmcs and theatncals rather than of wor-
ship, was. not the sort of a place to which
strangers. and casual hearers would be
likely td resort.

A church building became a nccessity,
and a most admirable lot having been
sccurcd .arrangements were made for Mr.
Ewing to proceed to the older Provxnccs of

.Canada to collect funds for its erection.
L In this,.effort, he has been as, successful as’

_could haye bcen expected

It.was arranged-thiat Mr. Silcox, with the
consent of the Western Church, Toronto,
‘who gcnqrously released him for the sum-
mer, should supply the pulpit in Winnipeg
during Mr. Ewing’s absence. He remain-
ed some cight or nine weeks in all.  Dur-
mghxs ministrations a very marked increase
took place in the congregation, and in the
income of the church. A profound impres.
sion was produced on those who had the
lead and charge of the infant community ;
and they had many indications from heads
‘of families, not of their number, that it only
nceded the permanent settlement of such a
one as was then ministering to them, to
ensure the gathering of a large and regular
congregation, -

On the pastor’s return, he, being made
acquainted with the state: of matters, and
what-had- transpired, released the church
in.the most honorable' manner from all em-
barrassment.  Many other fields of labor
-were open, and heexpressed a perfect readi-

ncs< to labor in' one of thcm. should “it: be |

thc \[astcrs will to €all him elsewhere.
'l‘he \{amtoba Mission Commuttee, con-
sisting’ of brcthren in Montreal who were

-chargcd mth thc overseeing of the: wark,

were’ made acquavntcd with the-events that

entreated hclp‘and guidance. -On full con-

sxdcratlon the commmcc concludcd that the'

mtcrcsts of/the dc’:ommauon in the: North
‘West would:be best: promotcd by “the em-
‘ployment, of Mr. Ewing in some other part

.of the ficld,’and : by the- settlement of Mr..

Sllcox as pastor.over the Winnipeg, Church.

A resolution :to-.that.eficct was :passed
‘by the commxttcc, pledgmg acertain snlary
for thc first 3 ycar, if their recommendations
werc concurrcd in} thls was-done-in're-
lnancc on thc gcncrous aid: of the Colomal

M:ss:onnry Soc:ety and of. thc “Cana-

Rev. A.-Hannay’s mectings in Tor-

.main to concur; was that the country

The \Vu‘mpcg Church~_

-had the. matter: bcforc them-and camcstly o o
centres,

‘to do so, in.5parscly settled Gistricts,

inadequately supplicd: with -préach:

‘themselyes. there.

dian Churches. It ,was]also 5expecl‘t:l
that the contribations of the Winnipeg
Church and congregation would be largely
augmented. Of this we belicve no doubt
need be entertained.
AMr. Ewing having resigned his charge,
a formal and unanimous call sent to Mr.
Silcox,which, havingaccepted, he communi
cated the result to tbe Western Church,
Thercupon, however, arose a great and
serious difficulty.  The church was warm-
ly attached .o its pastor. He had astronyg
hold on the affections of the congregation,
of the Sunday School, and of the members
of the Bible Class, To part with him they

felt would not only be a matter of deep per
sonal regret. but might impede the growth '
of the church, which under his pastorate
had been steadily gruwing sinee its forma
tion five years ago.  The resignation was,
therefore. not accepted. 'l’hc brethren
urged and pressed their pastor to withdraw
1t and remain amongst them. And so strong
was the loving pressure that at one time it
secmed smpossible to withstand it.

After afew days delay, however,on a
calm consideration of what would best pro.
mote the large interest of the denomination
generally, and of the Kingdom of Christ, re-
membering the great work to be done in
the North West, and the providential cir-
cumstances which scemed clearly to indi- '
cate a Divine call to that field; having
taken council with fricnds and having their '
various opinions on the matter, Mr. Silcox ‘
finally concluded it to be the way of duty
to accept the invitation of the Winnipeg '
Church and proceed to Manitoba.

And the church, though hearing his
decision with deep and profound regret,
have acquiesced in it, and are prepared to
send him forth with prayers and * God

speed.”

We trust that both Mr. Silcox and Mr.
Ewing, as representatives of our cause in
the great North' West, will be :sustained
both by the prayers and contributions of
our brethren both in Canada and Great
Britain. Theyhave a right tolook for this,
and our expectation is that they will not be
disappointed.

Gorrespondence
To ConrksraNogNts. —\We evmat o usuro the in
saruon of any.nattor in the weok's 1tsuo reach
us lator than ths Monduy precot'ng.  The

P.f&wr {s not respoasible for tho opinions of
Correspondonts.

THE POLICY OF THE AMIS-
SIONARY SOCIETY.

Editor of ** The Canadian Independent.”

DEAR S1R,—In your last paper I
read with much-interest the report of

onto; morc particularly that of the
Monday evening socidl conference in
which.the. question. of.colonial meth-
ods of church extension was discuss-
ed. The view of Mr. Hannay,

which the convention seemed in- thc

should be abandened: by the Mis-
sionary Society, and the “ policy ‘in
the future be to strerigthen the great

money, it was not wisdom nor duty

until' they -had “strong centres.”.
They arc¢ not'to-look out “for wvillages

ers, nothing of the kind; -but, for
the suburbs of great citics, and phnt
This was. the
only .policy for -a-‘denomination to
follow that sought .to: extend -itself.
We. had .neglected: it, and had: not,

They must.not spend their |-

looked at thmgs in a business light”

To this new policy many will strong-
ly object. City and country ar»
mutually dependent upon cach other
in all things spiritual as well as ma-
terial, and the history of the past
proves that country churches have
largely supplicd the citics, bath
with ministers and munbcrs, and
have thus aided them socially, finan-
cially, and in moral power. This
sttcam  always flows toward the
“great centres’  If a new policy
must be nmuguntcrl let it be in har-
mony with naturc’s law, which or-
dains that the country builds the
town. The present writer kanws
small country churches that have
sent influential members to a neicrh-

1 bouring city by the scare, and have

never received one in return durine
a period of more than twenty-five
years.  Now, if the suburbs of the
great cities are to be fostered until
they become great centres of Con-
gregationalism, and the remote sct-
tlements neglected mcantime, what
is likely to be the outcome® \Why
that the strongly organized church-
cs would come in and ecat them up,
and the great recruiting ground of
the city churches would be tnst The
Missionary Socicty should hear and
answer the Macedonian cry whether
from city or country, but especially
from the latter, as their scems to be
too much gravitation at present of
both ininisters and monecy to the
highly cuitured centres  The carly
Christians crred in this way, and per-
secution became necessary to scatter
them to all parts that the gospel
might be preacked to the nations. It
proved a wise policy, for shartly after
the Apostle Paul was the bearer of
large contributions to the poor saints

at Jerusalem. 3

Yours truly, Adie2

RURAL DEAN.

P S—

—The City of New Yorkis very
largely under the rule of s ten
thousand grog-shops.  These grog-
shops are, in eifect, so many puittical
club-houses, ans they are thus a con-
arolhing force m muniapal adairs.
Of course the best nterests of the
city suffer’ in such hands in many
ways.  Recently the Board oi Park
Commuissioners have made a most
disgraceful surrender to-the liquor
influence by appointing to the re-
sponsible position of Superintendent
of Public Parks onc of these rum-
shop politicians:  This is onc of the
inost objectionable appointments of
its kind yet made. It will expose
the beautiful Central Park and other
p1r}s of the city largely to incur-
sions from the vicious -and criminal
classes, from whose dangerous pre-
sence they have hitherto been kept
comparatively free.  The grog-shop
mflucnce must itsclf be subordinated,
or. 1t will ultlm'\tcly subordmate
everything clse to its own corrupt
and. unholy purposes.

SiLLy aND FaNarical. -As their prog?
gress. in_converting England to the
Roman Catholic faith by the- regularivay
is slow;’ the Catholics of England, a large
company of them, headed b;y Cardinal
‘Manning, -have- planned a pxlgnma"c to
‘Lourdes;; to beg the intercession cf: the
miraculous Virgin for the restoration of
England.to the Romanfaith.  Nobody
in Heaven wishes England so.ill as.to
‘have such :a restoration.  But what a
.qQueer..thing it'is for. so.intelligent-a'man
as Cardinal \Ianmn;, to- hcad $O grotes-
que.x pllgnmase in the year. of our.Lord
18801



