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Tartar army, taken Pekin the capital, sacked
the emperox’s summer palace, and intend, it
seems, to winter in or uear the metropolis,
The emperor has fled, so that it may be more
difficult to effect a treaty than to conquer the
country. ‘I'wo officers taken prisoncrs by the
Chinese bave dicd froru inhuman treatment,

and two others, including the Times' corres-
pondeat, have not been heard of.

The war in Italy continues, and the late
King of Naples is evidenily reduced to the
last extremity. He still resists in Gaeta,
bravely but hopelessly. We wish that we
could eay that his expulsion is likely to re-
storc peace and happiness to the unfortunate
Iralians. DBut a great proportion of the
rountry scems to be in a staie of complete
anarchy, and placed vnder martial law. Re-
action has taken place in several provinces,
and what the end will beno one can tell,
"The Pope is still in Rome, which the Sardi-
nians appear to be threatening, and will pro-

hably soon cecupy.  Disaffection is spreading
in Hungary, and Austia i3 preparing for the
worst. Garibald:t makes no seeret of an in-
tended attack upon Venetia in the spring, to
meet which 150,000 Austvian troops are al-
ready concentrated in that Province.

Matters have assumed a really alarming
aspect in the United States.  South Carolina
has withdwn from the Union.  Several other
dtates are prepured to follow. Arms and
munitions of war are being purchased or
seized. A military fort has already been de-
sreyed by the Federal troops in order to pre-
vent iis falling into the hands of the Seces-
sionists. The excitement in the South is in-
tense, and the fulling of a spark will be sufli-
cent to kindle a fearful conflagration. We
belizve thut if a single shot is fired Ly the
troops of the great Republic, it will be the
sigral €or a blovdy aud merciless cisil war.
For the North to attempt to cocrce the South
wiil be madness, and will lead to an interne-
cine contest which w ll be a disgrace to mn-
deen eivilization,  If Secession nast be, et
it, if possible, be peaceful.

Tise tide of proxperity sems returaing to
Cauada, the excess of customs at the port of
Montreal in one month of the preseut year
exceeding the correrponding oue of the last
hy £40.000, The difficuliics, of the Graad
‘Frunk Ruilway will probably be got over, at
loast for atime.  The increase of traflic on it
is tmormous, not leas than $19,000 a week,
cempared with the precedisg year.

Fimes in Nova Szatia wre dull and quiet,
tha codnphiut being great and geaeral as to
the scarcity of maney.

A general fast was observed throughout
the I’rovince last month in gradtadeto Al-
anghty Ged Jor the late sbundant Lare 5t

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Thursday, the 20th of December, was ap-
pointed by the Presbytery of Pictou for the
celebration of the Tricentenary of the Refor-
mation. 'We have not heard how it was ob-
served thronghout the country. In St. Aun.
drew’s Church, Picton, a very excellent and
appropriute discourse was delivered by the Rev.
Mr. Herdmantoarather slim audience, consid-
ering the strength of the congregation, and
we fear it was much the same in other
churches. In Halifax the ministers of the
three Presvyterian churches were to deliver
addresses in Temperance Hall.

Messrs. Cameron, Grant, McGregor and
McMillan, were to leave on the 29th ult., and
we hope to have welcomed them before our
next issue. While we write Pictou harbor
is quite opea (318t December.)
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1860. YOUNG MEN'S SCHEME.
Oct. Col. 8t. Audrew's Church, Pictou,
. £103 0

Col. in St. James’ Church, Char-

lottetown, P. E. I., 3 5 1
Col. West Branch E. River con-

gregation, 3 2 3

"Collection Gairloch congregation, 7 1 3

———

£23 12 1
1869. MISSIONARY SERVICES.
Nov., Cash Barltown cong'n, £810 ©
Dec., Cape John congregation, 15 8 11

W. B. River John congregation, 10 7 6

. B. East River congregation, 3 0 0
South River, Antigonishe, 411 3
£4117 8

W. Gozpon, Treasurer.
Pictou, Decr. 26th, 1860,
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We trust that every ageat and member of
the Choreh will use every possible exertion to
make out large lists for the present year.
Much of the prosperity of a Church depends
on the manner in which its organ is support-
ed. Ourterms 3s. 11a or 62} cents per an:
num, payable in every case in advance. To
agents we are willing to allow a commission
of say 16 per ceat, or for every five subscrip-
tions we will aend six copies of the Record.

All communieations intended for insertion
are to ba addressed to the cditor, John Cost-
ley, Pictou. Those of a business character
to Mr. William Jack, Secretary.

The Reocord will ia future be published o

t

the first and third Saturday of each meuth.



