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of nations, ereeds, languages or customs, than that hitherta
enjoyved by any Conrt known to civilization,

The finality of judgments of the Supreme Uourt of (anada
was diseussed before the Senate in 1916, and although a motion
coneerning it was withdrawn, it may be interesting to know the
grounds set forth for the restriction of apprals to the Privy
U'ouneil.  One was that the appeal to the Privy Couneil enabled
rieh persons or vorporations to foree poor litigants to eompromise
or te abandon their elaims. ‘This is not an argument of
prineiple, and it may apply to any of our Courts; it is moreover
one of exeeption, and the additional provision enabling poor
people to plead before the Privy Counetl in forma pauperis
seems to dispose of that objeetion.

The other is that men residing in Canada and familiar with
its rustoms are in a better position to give justice than Judges
3.000 miles wway and ignorant of our customs.

This vould equally apply to the Judges of the Supreme Court,

Is a Judge from British Columbia very mueh more familiar
with the conditions of the Nova Seotia fisherman, or a Judge from
Alberta very iniimate with the Civil Code of the Provinee of
Quebee, the language of its peopic and its customs?

And are we not rather looking for unfamiliarity with con-
ditions and with the parties in a vase, when we desire to have
an unbiased deeision on a quustion of prineiple?

It seems that this very unfamilinrity with the local atmos-
phere, when there is a Canadian represenwative Judge in attend-
ance a8 well as these who plead their case, is an indueement to
the Court to maintain in their integrity ecertain fandamental
prineiples whieh should not he alterad.

A fow statistics here regarding appeals to the Judieial Com-
mittee of the Privy Couneil, from the Supreme Uourt of (anada,
mayr be of interest,

¥ om Decomber, 1503, to 1818, putting aside those cases
sottled by consent, we have had one hundred and ninety-two
demands, or petitions fo - leave to appeal from judgments of the
Supreme Court.




