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LETTER PROM CH=L

MIL EDITOR *-It is diffleitît to giéve one a correct
idea of Chili wlîo lias not secti the country itself It
(the counîtry) consists of a series of plains or table
lands runiiniig frontî north to soutl, cdi plateau bc-
coingi more olcvated as you approachi the Cordil-
tomas, ndi divjded by ranges or his runiiiinig parallel
with the coast, also increasing iii heighit. 'l'lie bis
and mounttains are cut up itîto large and dieep m vineq,
ealled Il qutebradas-," whichi again have their sides eut
by similar quebrda., and so on ad infitititin 'l'lie
southertn part of Chili is tolcrably well suppicd wîith
large trocs, wbichi as you go north gradually diminish,
into shirubs, and near the northern boundary ail[ veg
etation, disappears, ad you find nothing but rocks
andi sand. Whoerevcr there is water, there is more or
less vegetation, but the proportion of streams is one
to a million of Ilquebrad as."

The productions are wiat, barley, a littie corn,
apples of very poor quaiity, hardly fit for swine, pears,
penches, piums, cherries, andi oranges; besides whichi
there are good grapes, melons, straw',erries and fie,
which ii some parts of the country are delicious.
The farming is donc in the most primitive mamier
imaginable. Tho piow is the oid fashiioncd crookoti
stick, and the o:cen ar always yoked by the hiorns
insteati or the neck. Mlien the whecat lias been eut
down and gathered to the threshing place, it is put
into a circular yard, eccosed by a high fence, andi
front ten to fifty borses (according to the suze of the
acorral ") are turneti in and driven ebout with yeils

and --carambas, " until straw, chaif, and grain are of
about equal fineneas& The grain is separatcd from
thc chah' by throiving it iinto the air, and lctting the
wind do the work of cieaning. Fruits, and ail natu-
rai productions are left to grow uncared for andi un-
toucheti by the owner's bands or impiement-, andi the
grain would be left in like manner, if it could be soiti
without threshing.

0f the polities of the country 1 know but littie, and
care to know less; andi as to the people, there must
be some good about them, inasmuch as (3o rmade
them, but I have foutid very little of it as yet. Ail
the improvements thiat bave been matie, have been
o'wing to the influences of commerce, andti li more
enterprising spirit of Engii anti American rcsidents.

The chief weaith of the country consists in its
mines of golti, silvor, copper, and coal. Goiti is about
equally (hstributed, silver is found principally in the
norfierui parts of the coutntry, copper in the central
portions, andi coal at the south. Siver mines are

(liscovered as mtachi by chance as by regulur mining
operations, whiie the copper mines require a large
capital iii order to carry thîni on sticcessfuily.

There are but two kinds of business here which
promise sticcessrtil returns, viz, mining ani commerce.
ite former iii îrovcrbially uncertain, ivhile the latter

requires capital anîd an intimate acquaintatice with
the habits, cuistuiin, anîd prejîidices of the itîhabitants.

If you have any friciîds wiiio thilik of eonsing tliis
way, tell thîni Lu .4tay at huome, unie.4s they are ux-
ions to sec the -clephiant" and - fuel bis tiîbks."

Yours truly, m. A. J.
LOTA, Chili.

HOW TO CATCH GOPERS

Mn. EDITOR:-WVhore gophers arc at work andi the
bis reccat, say matie the previous niglit, opcn the
bll anti expose thc burrow about a foot in iength
ivide enouffgh to lot in a common steel rat trap; dlean
out the dirt nicely, anti excuvuto a space at the bot-
tout o? the burrow tieep enotugh to receive the trap,
aireatiy fitueiy set so fluat the jaws anti treadle 'wilt
be sliitly below thec plane of flic bottoni of lhe
burrow; cover the trap very lightly with fxnely pul-
verizcd eartlh, so tlîat the top of the earth over the
tmap and thc bottoin of the burrow hceon the saine
plane; cover the liole with a board, broati anti long
enoughi to prevent any other dirt front faiiing on the
trap; haut fine dirt ait arounti the etige of the board
to exclude aitl iit. Teach the boys howv to do it
riglit, and give themt a turne for eaeh gophecr cauglit.
I speak front experience, anti this is the best way 1
know o?. Other ways are, open the liole by the side
o? the bill, when the gopher wiil sbortly bring dirt
to stop it up-shoot hlm. WVhen the earth is fait of
wvater, they occupy chumbers ia their mounds-dig
thern out., Sink n jar giazed inside one foot deep in
the bottom of the burrow, in lieu of a steet trap;
cover its niouti ivitli cabbage leaf or its equivalent,
anti finisli as dircteti for steel trap. Tliey wviit fait
in, and can not got out without lielp. Dose apples
or potato, &c., withi strychnine, lay tiiem in tlîeir
burrows, anti exeiude the iight. Tîros. SIVETER.

SALEM, Iowa.

Mou."r Iloo>, in Oregon, bas now heen ascer-
tained, by actalnt marement, to be full eigliteon
thousanti three huntireti anti sixty-oîîe foot higb.
This is the higiest poak on tue American continent,
andi one of the highest in the worid. Front tlis
peak, inountain tops five hundred miles distant may
bedistinetiy seen. The mountain is volcanic, amoke

being seen to, issue froru its summit.


