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STRAIT IS THE GATE.
Thereis a gateway to heavin through
which all must pass, before its blessed
mansions can be reached. It has been
opened up to us by Christ, or he himn-
selfis the gate, as he is called © the way,”
and in the similitude of the sheepfold
“the door™. [Ilis work it was which
procured to sinners of mankind admissi-
on into heaven, that sceured eternal life
to as many as Lelieve in him. Ile may
be called, therefore, the way, or the gate,
by which weenter intolife.  Assinners,
the way was completely barred against
us, so that we could not possibly obtain
an euntrance there, but must have re-
wnained shut out for ever. An cverlast-
ing wall of separation was reaved, which
we could no more have overleaped, than
we could have broken it down. it
frowned defiance upon every effort of
man himself, to break within the holy
precinets. It reached so high that man
could not scale it, and was laid so deep
that to undermine it, was as impractica-
ble. Bug Christ opened up a gate thro’
it.  That wall was the eternal justice of
God, through which sin and sinners
could not pass. It reached to the infini-
tude of God ; and God must have chang-
ed before that wall could be taken down.
But what did Christ do to opnen a gate
there?  How did he effect this? Not

. by changing the justice of God, but Ly

satisfying it. IIe did not bribe God to
alter or relax his justice; he made it
consistent with the very justice of God
that the sinner should enter heaven.
The law said to the sinner :—* Thou
hast violated my sauctions, thou hast
broken my requirements, and thou
canst not enter heaven ; hell, and not
heaven must be thy deom.”  The justive

of God told the sinner that he had for-
feited eternal life, and that heaven and
carth might pass away,but that not one jot
or tittle of the Jaw should pass away, but
should all be fulfilled. Such was the
barrier, such was the lofty wall of sepa-
ration; which no effort of man could
break through or over-pass  Now, what
Christ did, was, to put himself in the
place of the sinner, and fulfil the law
which the sinner had broken, and sufler
at the same time the penalty which the
sinner, by his breach of the law, had in-
curred ; and thus make it as good as if
there had been no breach of the law—as
honouring to the law and to God that
the sinner, notwithstanding his s
sbould be admitted into heaven ; nay,
more henouring, for Christ maguified the
law, and made it honourable. ~Ile puta
greater honour upon thelaw,thanifit had
never been broken; and instead, there-
fore, of God being dishonoured by the
sinner’s being admitted into heaven, he
is glorified. llis authority, his justice,
his holiness, his truth, are all upheld. be-
ing more than vindicated. This is the
gate which Christ Las opened, and thro’
which the sinner may pass.  The gates
the righteousness of Christ 5 a righteous-
ness as available, as truly justifying to
the sinner, as if it was his> own, and with
which God is as weil-pleased, as if it was
the sinners own. * The Lord is well
pleased for his righteousness’ sake.” e
may well be pleased with it, foritis Tl
righteousness. e himself wrought it
out. Only, he makes it over ta the sin-
ner, puts 14 to bis account  God did not
need that righteousness for huselt’; and
herein is the marvellous economy of re-
demption, that whereas no other bemg
tould have wiunght out a yighteousness



