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60D'S LOVE TO THOSE THAT
Co- LOVE HIS SON.

Jobn xiv. 23. - Jesus answered and said
unto him, Xfa man love me, he will
keep my words: and my Father will

, love him, and we will come unto him,
¢! and make our abode with him.

The fall of man involved a twofold se-
paration berwixt him and the God from
whom he bad revolted First,a legal
obstacle now. intervened betwixt the re-
kel and the Sovercign whose laws he had
viglated. The Lonour of these laws must
be maintained, the demands of divine jus-
tice must be satisfied; aud it is when'the

i anerin faith lays his sins on the head
t ofthe sin offering, and 1~oks for accep-
tance through the righteousness of Christ,
hathe who sometimes was far off is made
nigh, even through his blood. But, se-
condly, a moral distance was ereated,thry’
that alienation of heart from a holy God
- which is the charaeteristic of those who
, are dead in trespasses and sins.  Sin not
uly exposes the sinner to a penal intlic-
§pn‘.for the violation of Gol's law, it with-
raws his aflections from God himself';
and while, on the one hand, under its in-
floence, men, like Adam in the garden,
i Would wish to hide themselves from God,
“onthe other hard, it is impossible that
God shonld bohadaectih comuluioncy, -
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ghould delighyfiasthose whose hearts
are thus shut dgainst him. For this esil,
i, a remedy is provided in the cross of
_{anst. Itis thence that that grace flows
lich draws the sinner as with the cords
ofaman and the bonds of love. ‘The
sner’s heart is naturrally full of cnmi-
i against God ; but that faith which is
% the operation of God's Spirit is a faith

which worketh by love. The soul that
troly rests upon Christ has been brought
to see not only its own vileness, but the
Saviour’s suitableness—the Saviour's ex-
cellency ; it sees him asthe chief among
ten thousand, and altogether lovely.
Now, this is the state of mind referred
to by our Saviour, when, in answer tothe
question proposed to him by his attach-
ed disuiple, Jude, ¢ Lord, how is it that
thow wilt marifes: thyself unto us, and
not unto the world ?” he says, “ Ifa man
Tove e, he will keep my words - and my
Father will love him,and we will come un-
to him, and make our abede with him.”
‘The vase here put is that of a man whose
heart has been brought 1o respond in
grateful affection to the divine excellen-
cies, which are revealed in their brightest
lustre in the person, the character, and
the waork of Jesus Christ, (God manifest
in the flesh. The announcements of the
gozpel set forth the object to be loved.—
They prociaim that God has made him
to be sin for us, who kuew no sin; that
we might Le made the rigltecisress of
God an Lim: and while  the fathful
preachers of the word depict the excel-
lencies of Him who s full of grace and
of truth, i reference to the message
which they bring, they beseech those
whom they address that they receive not
the avace of God in vain.  With regard
to the great mass of those whom they ad-
dress, they have still cause 10 adopt the
language of the Prophet Isaiab, and to
say, *Who hath Delieved our report?
and to whom is the arm of the Lord re-
vealed 27 for Clrist is still despised and
rcjected of men  Ile is despised and re-
Jjected, not ouly by profussed infidels—
not only by the openly profane, but by




