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Christian Guardian, w
Methodist Magazine lnd un iew, mont
Magazine and Review, and Guardian or W
Magazine and Review, Guardian and Onward .
The Wesleyan, Halifax, weekly . o
Sunday-school Banner, ‘monthly .....
Onward, Spp. 4to, we::;i ululevhm,neu
b copies and upwi
Pleasunt Ilourl, 4pp. 4to, weekly
lg-u 20 copies
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mo«w ‘
sunbum lonmhtlg, less than 10 conies
upwards
Hay ) Ilul. loﬂnluhlh less than mmpu-
0 coyies and upvur-x.
Dew Drops, weekly,
Per quarter .. .
Berean Senior Quarterl)
Berean Leaves, 100 copies per month. .
Berean Intermediate Quarterly, 100 copies per
QUATTER .. ..oovvvniiiinn
Quarterly Review Service. By the year, 24 cents
adozen; $2 per 100. Per quart
dozen ; per 100....
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WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Methodist Book and Publishing House,
W. Coates Torowto. 8. F. Hursms,
“176 lil Catherive 8t., Meth. Book Room,
Montreal, Que, Halifax, N.8.
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First Methodist Sunday-School.

The centenary of the first Methodist
Sunday-school in London was celebrated a
few months ago in the City Road chapel.
The attendance at the various depart-
ments of this Sunday-school numbers
3,670 children, young people and adults.
The attendance at the day-school averages
seven hundred and twenty, the ragged-
school 1,050, the cripples’ school forty-
five. Its workers number one hundred
and thirty. This Sunday-school was
opened at Golden Lane, Old Street, April
22nd, 1788, by Mr. Alexander Mather, and
within a month there were one hundred
and ten children in attendance.

The Sunday-school, as an institution,
was of Methodist origin. The credit is
usunally given to Robert Raikes, but it
belongs to a Methodist women, Sophia
Cook, who afterwards became the wife of

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

Samuel Bradbern, the Demosthenes of the
Methodist pulpit. Miss Cook and Robert
Raikes were one day talking together
about the poor children in the streets of
Gloucester, and in the course of their con-
versation Raikes asked what could bLe
done for them. Miss Cook replied: * Let
us teach them, and take them to church.”
The suggestion was acted upon imme-
diately. Raikes and Miss Cook became
the nrst Sunday-school teachers.

The idea spread, and schools were or
ganized in other places, Among the first
were those at Leeds. There the town was
divided into seven districts, and in a short
time the schools numbered twenty-six,
with over two thousand scholars taught
by forty-five masters. The masters were
mostly pious men, and were paid from
one to two shillings per Sunday, accord-
ing to the value of their services. Four
“inquisitors " visited each sch ol in turn,
to ascertain who were absent, and then
called at the homes of absentees, or looked
them up in the street. Each master had
a written list of his scholars, which he
was required to call every Sunday at half
past one and half past five o'clock. The
sessions of the schools began at one
o'clock. The children were instructed in
reading, writing and religion until three,
when they were taken to their respective
churches. After service they were con
ducted back to school, where some hook
was read, a psalm sung, and the service
concluded with prayer. Five clergymen
visited the schools, and addressed the
scholars. The expenses of the twenty-six
schools for the first year were $1,150.

Mr. Wesley, writing of his visit to Otley,
July 18th, 1784, says: * Before service |
stepped into the Sunday-school, which con-
tains two hundred and forty children
taught every Sunday by the several mas
ters and superintended by the curate. So
many chiidren in one parish are re
strained (rom open sin and taught a little
goori manners, at least, as well as to real
the Rible. I find these schools springing
up wherever I go. Perhaps God may have
a deeper end therein than men are aware
of. Who knows but some of these schools
may become nurseries for Christians.”

Mr. Wesley’'s prophecy has been ful

filled, and the Sunday-school has becoms °

not only a nursery for Christians, but »
nursery for the Church. In the Methodist
Episcopal Church alone the number of
Sunday-school scholars almost ex 3
that of the membership, being 2,633,
while including officers and teachers it is
150,000 in excess of the church member
ship. It is an interesting fact that the
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