
LATIN PRONUNCIATION.

to a thoroncgh and accurate knowledge of our mother-
tongme, that we plead for its continuance on the cuirriciulu-m,
and should be, one and ail, sorry to see any doter tr iîed
inovement on the part of a modern language to oust it froin
its lawful place. "If," as the teacher of Latin already
referred to has said, "'you are lâmiliar with the two
elemnents of Engiish (the Saxon anîd the Latin) yon possess
the means of knowing and writing Enghish." This idea
lias been developed by Dr. Harris in an article published
iii one of his more recent reports, wherc he draws atten-
tion to the value, of Latin as a school study, as ftirnishiin
",the root words to that part of our vocabulary which is
more especially the languagre of thought audefcto"
"Hence," he says, "lit happens that even a littie stindy of'

Latin makes a grreat difibrence in the grasp of the mind as
regards greneralization aud principles. Withoutt Latin the
trope and metaphor underlying the abstract termns
necessary wo express aIl elevated sentiment or thouglit in
English, aud more speciflcally ail scientifie resuilts, is not
perceived nom feit. Such trope or metaphor is the basis of
abstract termns, and hence the latter have beeni called
'fossil poetry.' To gain commnand of the resources of a
lainguag,,ne one must revivify this poetic elemnent, must
acquire a feeling of the trope and metaphor which it
contains.",

Not only this, but Latin embodied as it is ini the English
laugunage, is as much the medium of' intercourse between
learned and cultured men now, as it was wheli scholars
and courtiers used the language of ancient Rome to express
their ideas and opinions. You have ail heard the ivail,
"Oh, Latin is a dead laugnage, and I don't see why mny

boy or girl should be asked to learn it." Tlhere is an
element of truth-a very sm-all element of truth-in the
statement that Latin is a Ildead " langruagre. As a self-
contaiined, self-sustainingt meaus of thouglit-expression, it
is now practicaily "ldead; " but at the same tinie, anîd in
an important sense, it is very much alive. It lives in our
own. langu-agme and makes its -vigomous transmitted life
apparent iii every sentence we utter. A little inspection
will reveal the fact that a very large proportion of the
wgords used in everyday conver*sation are of Latin origrin,
and the proportion becomes greater as the conversation
becomes more cultured. What I have just tried to make


