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contradictory proposition set forth in our Bible that a sinless man was meade
sin. Ail 1 110W contend for je that it stands alone ; that it is wholly unparai-
leled; that it ie net to e onitlcbhy the shade of a shadlow of a similar
declaration in any other book claiming to be the exponent of the doctrine of
any other religion in the world.

Once again, ye youthfui students of the so-called sacred books of the East,
search thern througli and through, and tell me, do they afflrm of Vyasa, of
Zoroaster, of Confucius, of Buddha, of Mahommed, what our Bible affirins of
the Foundor of Christianity-that He, a dead and buricd Man. wvas made Life ?
nôt mcrely that He je the giver of lufe, but that Elc, the dead and buried
Man, jelife. "I arntlie life." "WXlien Christ, whoiseourlife, shallappear."
Again, 1l say I arn not now presuming to interpret s0 marvellous, 80 stupen-
doue a statenent. AIl I contend for is, that it je absoiutely unique; and 1
dlefy you to prodt7-.e. the shade of a shadow of a !,imilar declaration in any
other sacred book of the world. And bear in mind that these two matchiess,
these two unparalleled declarations are closely, are intimateiy, are indissolu-
biy connectod with the great central facts and doctrines of our religion, the
incarnation, the crucifixion, the resurrection, the ascension of Christ. Vyasa,
Zoroaster, Confucius, Buddha, Mallommied, are ail dead and buried; and
mark this-their flesh is dissolved ; their hoiies have crumbled int- dust ;
their bodies are extinot. Bye» their followers admit tîmis. Ohristianity alone
commnîneorates the passing iinto the heavens of its divine founder, nut mereiy
in the spirit, but in the body, and 1« iitli flesh, bones, and ail thinge apper-
tainiug, to the perfection of man's nature," to ho the eternal source of life
and ]îoliness to hie people.

]3ear with nie a moment longer. It. requires sosie courage to atppear
intolerant in theso days of flahby compromise, and milk-and-water concession;
but I contend that the two unparalleied declarations, quoted by nie from our
Holy Bible, makze a guif between it and the so-called sacred books of the
East which sever the one fromn the other utterly, hopelessly, and forever-
ixot a moere rift which may bo easily closed up-net a more rift across ivhich
the Christian and non-Chiristian inay shako hiandi and interchange similar
ide.as iii regard to essentiai trutlis-but a vrntable guif w]mich cannot ho
bridged over by any science of religious thought; yes, a hridgeless chasmn
which ne theory of evolution can ever span.

JAPAN.

The recent assassination in Japami of 'Viscount Moni Arinoni, Minister of
State for Education, recalis an incident of some intere - t. In the 'winter of
1873, Mnf. Morn, who -was timon residingy in Washington as tue officiai represen-
tative of bis country, caileid at the Bible House te iiiquire wlmether sosie
arrangement couid be made by which, perlhaps thnough. the intervention of
the State Dcpartment, a copy of the Hloly Bible should ho prcsented te the
Eniperor of Japan.

The question was remnarkable as corning frorn suchi a source, and stili
mlore renmarkable for comning at just that timo, for the Secretary tc wvhonî the
application was mado liad the satisfaction of replying that Mn. -Jori's ivish
lied hec» antiipated. Oniy a few dlays hefono word liad cerne frosi Japan

Sthat Dr. Hepburn lxad received permission Loin the Mfikado, te present te
him a copy of the English Bible, and that the presontatien had heen effected
early iii Nt\ovembon through Itie AmoricanlMinister, Mnf. Do Long. The Bible
was ose wvhichi had heen intnusted te Dr. Hepburn thirteon ycars beforo, and
lie ]îad it iii his custody ail that time waiting for an auspicieus moment The
Mikado testificd hie appreciation of the gift by an autograph letton.

The times hiave changed since thon. That year thirty-fivo Japanese had, 1
b con ismprisoned, for embracing Chriistinnity, and tmo ediot donouncisg Chiris-jtianity stili appoared on the public sign-posts throughout the empire. Ose


