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It was aL noat and commodious two-storied
cottage, partially shaded byt a row of lofty pop-
lare in front. Being painted a clear white, it
presented too glaring a contrast with the sur-
rounding foliage; otherwise everytbing looked
temptingly coinfortable, and Frank wondered
that any one could speak sliehtingly of a coun-
try which afforded themn a home suecb as tbis.

As there was flot a knocker upon the door,
Frank used bis knuckles instead. In a very
short time the rap was answered, and Io! there
etood the fair vocalist herself, looking, he
thought, even more charming than wben he
met ber before. She extended her hand in a
mfost cordial manner, and smilingly welcomled
hini to the bouse. Frank was ushered iota the
parler and requested to taire a seat, and then
the young lady excused herself and luft the
room in searct*of Mr. Mutch. In a few ini-
files she returned witb tIme old gentleman, who
appeared to be very happy t0 meet Falconer
again. On the wbole, our hero's reception
was ail that he could desire. The bluff, hontest
hospitality of Mr. Mutch, seconded by the
quiet, thougb flot less kind, attention of Sarah,
caused hikn to feel perfectly at home with themn
from the fi rst.

To Frank at leaRt that afternoon was one of
real enjoymeut. The firat part of it was spent
in ram<bling over the fàréi with Sarah and ber
papa, and though Frank did flot know much
about such matters, bu could not help noticing
the air of snugness which was displayed in
ev: ry tl'partmcnt.

When they had walked pretty well over the
f:u <n. they retu 'ni-n to the bouse, and dien, aI
Fean1z's request, Sarah seated berself at the
piano to fulfil the promise mnade t0 him "rmi
board tl*e boat, and certainly Frank hall no
just reason to comtplalo of the manner in wlïich
sh i this. Songs and pieces in endlcss va-

ri a'kre performed wiïh both taste and pre-
cision. Strange ta say, miany of those wbich
Falconer had form!Irly considered very tame
andi flat, were now listened to wlth as much
delight as though they were the rarest gems of
musical art.

And so those happy moments sped swiftly hy
until six o'clock, when tea was annonced, and
Sarah arose front the piano and showed Frank
into the adjoining room, wixere they found Mr.
Muteb already seated at the table. Sarah took
ber place behind the tea-tray, with ber guest at
her rigbt band, and lier papa at ber left. At
the other end of the table a chair was placed
as if a tourth part>' was expeted. While Frank~

wa ojecturing wbo that part>' migbt be,
Sarah looked towards M r. Muteh and said,-

I wonder what is keeping John so late. Do
yen. think we bad better wait for him ?"

IlOh, no; I guess not,-It may bu sometime
before ha is here."

Sarah commenced pouring out the tea. As
sho handed Falconer a cup sbe observod,-

I hope John will be bore soon, Mr. Falco-
uer; I shoutd like him to see you.",

IlYou refer to your brother, I presume,"

said Frank, taking the cup from ber band.
Il Oh, no, sir, flot exactly," replied Sarah,

with a smile, I refer to w>' busband."
Frauk's cup and saucer fell from bis band

and came down upon the table with a crash,
while the contents flooded tbe table clotb in
front of bim. But be beeded it flot, for hîs
eyes were fixcd open tbe face of Sarah Mutcb,
who sat looking at bimn witb a startied expres-'
sien upon bier pretty face. This did flot last
ver>' long, bowever, for presentl>' tbe bot tea,
began t0 drV» down upon bis knees, wbicn caused
him te pusli back bis chair and rise frein the
table wlth considerable alacrît>'.

At this moment John Mutch, Jr., Sarah'a
husband, entered the room, and stood looking
wlth surprise aI tbe strange scene wbieb met
bis view. Every one appeared to ha utterly
bewildered. and Falconer, seemingly uneon-
scious of what 1)e was about, drew out bis band-
kerchief and commenced to wipe the wet table
ctotb. M rs. Mutcb was the firstot recover ber
self possession, and assuring hlmi that it was of
no consequence about the clotb, aIme called the
girl t0 takL away tv' fallen crockery ware, and
to relieve Frank of lus dripping îandkerchief.
How the ineal was got througb witb, Frank
would afterwards have found il very diffieuit
to describe. He had a vague idea of being re-
quesîed to sit down at another part of tbe table,
of baving a second cup of tea passefi tu hlme
and of being introduced t0 John IMutcb. Otie
tbîng. however, was clear enough to bis mind
-imat ho bad made a cumplete foot of himuseif,
and ho ii; nu doubt that Ibis was the opinioni
of ail present. As nîay bu supposed, under
these circumstances be tWlt an i b ing but com-
fortale, and il was a relief when the>' arose
fromn the table and adjourned to the parler.

Frau mk did flot sta>' ver>' long~ after that. HiU
appointment wlîb Mr. Filmour was pleaded as
an excusc for leaving su earl>'. No doubt li
w nuId bave heurt hetter in every way luad ho
reniainud awhile longer and tmuken lus deparur3
more gracefuilly, but such things are apt tId be
Ibougbt of only wben Ioo lte, and su il was lu
thiq instance.

Wben Falconer arrived aI thýý store at wbich
ha was to muet Mr. Filmour, bu f4und that
gentlemnan already there, be baving got through
with bais business somnewhat sooner than be eXI
pectc-d to. This being tIme case, Frank pro-
posed that the>' should leave Bedeque imme,
diately. [lis friend having no objection, thel
went to the stable for Ibeir horse, and in telI

eMiinutes more the>' were upon the road tu Sun"l
merside. where tbey arrived short>' after dark-

The next stparuer front bunmuerside took'
Frank and Mr. Filmour as passengers tu Point~
du Chenu. froin whence the>' continued theil
journe>' home b>' the morning train. Falconer
ruturned to tbe office next day and resumned
bis studies with a re.ïolution, flot only to makO
up for lest 11<0e, but aise b>' a vigo.ous pursI8
of legal knowledge ta lelive no lime for aW7
useloss reftections upon the npleasant terflU'
nation of bis visit ta Prince Edward, Island.


