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THE WAY AND THE (UIDE.

BY R. F. K.
The way I knew not Thou hast led, and oft
It seemed a datksome way and hard to tread,
And leading Juwaward racher than aiuft
Appeared the way by which the Father led

Rut yet ) followed, knowing not the way
Though stil! assured,» because the Guide I
knew,
And waing, tili the radiance of the bay

Shouldh break, illumed with Heaven-painted
ue.

And, lo! the glowing morn has Lurst at last,
Moze rhrinian‘ ¢'en than 1lope could paint its
life—
That hght s clearcst which leaves darkness
past.
That peace mnst peaceful which is born of
strile.
Ottawa, Tune 18th, 1895.
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GROUND OF JUDGMENT.

BY €. H.WETHERBE.

The ground upon which sinners will be
judged in the last great day is not that they
have been uncommonly wicked, but rather
because they bave refused pardon at the
hands of Christ. They would not come
unto him that they might have life. Nor
would they accept His love when Hecame to
them, pleading with them to let Him love
them. A convincing preacher says: *“ No
matter how great a sinner a mao is, no mat-
ter how great a sinner he has been if, sinful
as he is, fallen as be was and is, he will
accept the overture of redemption 1o Jesus
Christ ;—hat sets him free from condem-
pation forever. That acquits him. Being
justified by faith he is entitled to peace with
God. As many condemned sinners as re-
ceived Him, to them gave He power to be.
come the sons of God, even to them that
believed on Hisname. If he received the
Lord Jesus Christ, when He came to rescue
him from the condemation that was already
ou him, welt for him. If he rejected the
Lord Jesus Christ, woe to him. No other
ground of judgment and no pleading will
even be listened to, bised oo your record in
other things.” It will not be a question
whether you have done good things, but
whether you havs accepted Christ.

V7htten for THE CANADA PRESUYTERIAN,
THE SCRIPTURES AND ETERNAL
LIFE.

BY GEOQ. \Y. ARMSTRONG.

Mao tusitively bas longings for im-
motality.  Nothin thort of elernity can
satisfy him. His higher nature, his soal,
caanot be confined within the sarrow limits
of time. These have been the desires of the
human soul in all ages, and ic whatever
state maokind bas been found, whether civ'-
lized or in a coadition of barbarism, these
same longings alter a future state of exist-
ence have been ‘ondly cherished. But
where the Bible has not been kuown these
oogings have existed and without hope,
these desires have been felt, but without any
positive knowledge whether they could
be realized. Man panted for immortality,
but knew ¢f no stream where they could
satisfy their thirsting souls. They speculat-
ed upon the subject, but sptculation reveal-
ed no facts ; they hoped they were immortal,
but could come to no definite conclusion
whether they were or not,

How different is the position of the
Christian. We have the clue whereby we
can unravel this otherwisc hicden mystery.
We are able to make ourselves acquainted
with defiaite information in this matter. We
are favoured with a direct communication
from God, and thus have not to depend
upon the vain speculations of men. The
Scriptures reveal to us a future state of
being, and teach the doctrine of eternat life.

It has been asserted that death is an
ete nal sleep; that the grave is a house of
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annihilation , that the period of man’s exist
ence daes not extend beyond the three score
years and ten of his sojourn here , and that
ater he has done with this state of being he
passes away forever, to exist nu more,

Such is the vain philosophy of men. The
Scriptures have no sympathy with so life-
less acreed ; they teach the more comfort-
ing and consoling doctrine of eternal life,
they briog *‘life and immortality to light,”
and give unmistakable evidence that anni
hilation cannot lay its cold and withering
band upon mav, oor get him within its fatat
grasp. ‘*There is a spirit in mao and the
inspiration of the Almighty giveth him uo-
derstanding ** That spirit is an offspring of
divinity and is destined to live as long as
God Himself exists. The t'me Is coming
when this material universe shall be oo
more ; the heavens shall pass away with a
great noise, and the elements shall melt with
fervent heat ; the earthalso and the works that
aretherein shall be burned up. The beaveans
being on fire shall be dissolved, and the
clements shall meit with fervent heat. Even
theo

**The soul secure in her existence

Shall smile at dissolution and defy its power.”
It has been beautifully and truthfully said by
oue of our poets:

** The stars shall melt away,

The sun himself grows dim with age,
And nature sink in years,”

Bat the soul

¢ Shall fiourish 1n immortal youth
Unhurt amidst the war of elements, the wreck of

matter,
And the crash of worlds.”

On what source are we dependent for
this koowledge? The old philosophers of
ancient days made vain speculations—blind
guesses—which were always s hrouded in
doubt and the greatest uncertainty. It re-
mained for Bihlical philosophy to revealthe
doctrine of eternal life, and to teach man
the true greatne,s, the true digaity of his
being.

Londop, Ont.
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MISSIONS 1N KOREA.

RY JESSIE RODGER

Many of us gave no thought to this
¢ Little Kingdom " away across the ocean,
in eastern waters, until duriog the lastten
months our attention has been drawnto it
through the war news in the daily papers.

As the war progresses, the greater inter-
est centeriog around the two rival powers,
has thrown Korea into the background. But
Korea is not forgotten ; Japan 1s proposmng
great ceforms and improvements, to be
carried out as speedily as possible in that
land.

Some from our own land, and from the
peighboring republic, have gone there as
heralds of the cross. Others, left behind,
are bearlng the missionaries and the people
of Korea oun their hezrts before the * Throne
of Grace,"” pleading ior an out-pouriog of
blessiog on the workers there and the
work.

The history of Korea Juring the last
quarter of a century is a most ioterestiog
study. It is scarcely twenty years since her
poris were opened for Japanese commerce.
For years before this the country was kept
in constant dread of the entrance of the
bated foreigner. China and Japan had
made treaties with European aations, it
could oaly be 2 question of time when Korea
must do the same,

A breach had been made in her “walls
of isolation " pearly one hundred years be-
fore, which, though unperceived, eventually
led (along with other circumstances) to her
doors being thrown wide opzn. The breach
was a small one at first, jast a few rracts
aund religious books sent from the Romanist
mission at Pekin. Several young Korean
gentlemen read them and became greatly
interested. An opportunity presented itself

*Notx.- For iiformation contained in this paper
ron<ult ** Hi tory of Corea,” Grifiis, The Missionary
Rervse of the Wasrld, and The Canadian Collrze Mis-
stonary,

for one of the:r number to wisit Pekinas a
member of an embassy from the Korean
court. While in the Chinese capital he
gained new {aformation from he Ramaa
Catholic priests and was baptized. Coming
back to Seoul, he and a comrade commenc-
ed to preach this new religion, and many
converts were made. It was fity years
after these tracts had beec sent from the
Romanist Mission at Pekin to the Korean
capital before a forcign missionary gasaed
an enotrance into the land. Several at-
tempts had been made in the meanume and
bad failed.

In 1835 the first French priest entered
Korea. Gnffic, the historian, tells us the
mauner of this entrance : ** Dodging the
sentinels at Aichiu he entered Korea as a
thread enters the needle’s eye. He (and his
escort of Korean Christians) crawled through
a water-draio in the wall and got into the
city. Resting several hours they crawled
out again through another drain, reaching
the country and frisnds beyond. Two days
journey on horses brought them to
Seoul.”

Later missionaries used other plans, but
all bad to be disguised and practise decep-
tion in some way.

The lawat that time allowed no for-
eigoer to enter the land. Any natives har-
boring, or in any way aiding a foreigner
were not only liable to be put todeath them-
selves, but many of their relatives as well.
Asthe years went past and this new sect
increased in numbers, the government be-
came alarmed, and terrible persecutions
were meted out to all suspected of favoring
ihe foreign doctrine. :

In 1864 mine French priests, besides
hundreds of Korean converts, were put to
death. In 1866 a French war.ship saled

up the Han River and anchored in sight of .

Seoul, with the alleged object of investigat.
ing into the death of their fellow-country-
mea, Thousacds of people crowdea the
heights round Seoul to see this wonderful
boat, the first one propelled by steam that
bad ever come so near Korea's capital.
The breach was widening. * The waters of
theirriver had been defiled by Western
ships.” A terrible revenge was taken on
tbe Cbristians, who, they said, were the
cause of this disaster. Two Christian
voblemen were beheaded and their blood
poured into the river to purify the waters.

T will not follow up the history further.
Every vear the day drew nearer when the
ports of Korea would open to the commerce
of Western nations ; until in 1876 a treaty
was entered into with Japap, in 1882 with
the United States, and in 1883 with other
nationalities.

The first Protestant missionary did not
enter Korea till near the end of 1834,
Eleven years before this the Rev. John
Ross, of Moukden, Manchuria, visited the
*“ Korean Gate.” This was, at that time,
the ooly place where the Chinese and
Korean merchants conld exchange their
wares. Fairs were held a* certain seasons
cf the year when great numbers gathered.
Mr. Ross' aim was to get some kunowledge
of the Koreaos and their country.

He entered into conversation with num-
bers of them, but asthey were non-commit-
tal in their answers to his questions ; he
had to returp without muck information. He
visited *“ The Gate” again, a year later,
and was this time more fortunate, securing
a2 Kocean teacher. At Monkden, the
** Gospel by Luke” was translated and
printed, and with a oumber of Christian
tracts sent out to be scattered here and
there among the Koreans. Some coples
even reached Seoul.

The colporteur who was engaged for this
work was a converted Korear. Ris storyis
interesting. He wasa Korean pedlar tra-
velling in Maochuria, but not succeeding
very well i disposing of his wares, he
came to the mission house at Moukden in
very necdy circumstances. A Koreao was
wanted at the time for setting type and he
was willing to remain and work. He was

’
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slow, and orver proved un adept iy g
printing cfiice ; but he became a very ey, £
est Christian, was baptzed by Mr. Ry E
and was afterwards the meaos of wadey &
numbers of his country-men to the knge B
ledge of Christ.

Dr. Underwood, who went to Koreiy &
1885 tells, us this story. Io i88¢ amy S
pamed Mr. So Sang Hyano (from the ¢
nection of the stories I believe this to be i
colporteur baptized by Mr. Ross camey B
the American Presbytenao Mission i Seqq
and asked Dr. Underwood "‘to go dowar
his village aod baptize some men who
some time past bad been believing i §
Jesus.” Dr. Underwood was not abie tog &
atthe time. A few months later Mg B¢
returned with four caudidates, who, aty &
careful examination Dby the missionany, §
were baptized. A month or so later anotce ¥
candidate came and was baptized. D &
Underwood felt it was time for him tovg &
the village which he did and baptized 1oy it
others. He spent some time itinerauy J§
through the country and was every when k&
welcomed. - R

In 1887 the first Christian congregaun &
was organized in Korea. 4

men were present. Two of the oumle
were chosen as elders. It turoed out thy §&
these two men were coasins of the man u
bad gone from Moukden. They had bey §§
believers for six years. It also transpis b
that thirteen of the fourteen members ler=

ing the church were the converts eitherd %
that man or anatber who had left Moukdn &
subsequently.” The seed sown in fathe &
Moukden, before the way was opened up iz E
missioparies to eater Korea, bad boroe fr: B
ijn the very centre of that land. fac

The first Protestant missionary 10 eny $
Korea was Dr. Allan. Drevious 9 hists [§
bad bezn laboring as a missioaary in Caay f
Shortly after his arrival,io the fall of 1384,
rebellion broken out in Seoul. Dr. Aln
5o skilfully treated the wouoded, amug g€
whom was Min Yong 1k, a pephew of tt: i
king, that he won the royal favor. At
suggestion of the Amesican consul, thuf
resident in Geoul, the *‘ Royal Hospital®
was built and opened Ap-il 10th, 1383, and
Dr. Allan put in charge of it. A yearlaw,
March 19tb, 1886, the * Royal Media
School " was opened in connection with il
bospital. In September of this same pexr}
the ‘*Royal College of Korea” commencs
work. Three young meo from Amena P
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went out as teachers for this college. Iaitt g
meantime the mission force had beeaw
creaced by the addition of Dr. Herronazi
the Rev. Dr. Underwood. These st}
tions reach the higher and better educatd]
classes of the country. We should remea
ber them in our prayers, that thev mayzcs
only educate the intellect and heal th
body ; but that studentsin the colleges, azd
patients in the hospitals may be wonfx
Christ, and prove in their turn misswooany
to their tellow country-men.

There are several missionary sJuetts
now engaged io work in Korea. The whal B
force at present numbers fifty-eiRth
twenty-six married men, fourteen st
men, and eighteen siogle ladies. Inepra
cipal centres for mission wotk ace Seodt
Fusao, Gensan (Wonson) and Pyeng Vazg
From these centres the missionaries mait§
itinerating tours through the surroundicg
country. Travelling s as yer difficed}
There are no railways and the scadsae
poor, and the country very mountainos
The traveller goes on horse-back, 023
sedan-chair, or on foot. The Japagesed
proposing to build ralways; one fi3g

Chemulpo to Seoul will probably beces 8 last
structed within a year. The hotel accon® con
dations are very, poor, but the people will
usually hospitable. The scenery is of ar
very fine. ¥
¢’ Variety the very spice of life, ¢
That gives it all its flavor,” reli
isnot wauting in the physical featoresdf ooy
Korea. tion
Hills and valleys, rivers winding tbrozd o
the valleys, the sea shores indented wiigk 2
bays and the sea dotted with islands. THEH lan
missionaries enjoy these beaaties of 8alt%§8 To
butitis the people who claim theirt pre:
interest. Everywhere the story they teilsjS e
one of poverty and lack of cleanliness,. Z§ °°
The Rev. Charles Gutzhaff, who spaaidgy the
month on Korean shores as ecarly as 5338 des;
tells the same tale. He was * deeplt iS5} hay
pressed with their poverty, dirt, lore Cd o
drink, aond degradation ; their great Gty the |

for soap and Bibles,"”



