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desecration bccômc nlcccs.ary? andi wiil flot
tUic cmiploycc bc deprivcti ai thcir day of
rcst? «Nowt, 3omncthing mnust bc donc, if the
Christian portion af the nation is not lire.
parecl toalalow fNîc Sabbath to bc publicly ig.

*îîored. Wc ur.dcrst;ind cnqusiry is bcing mado
.w ta what cai bc dont andi shoulti bc donc,
but it would Ixc wil Cor thc friands of the
Sibbaà. evcr>'whcrc andi of ai dcnomlnations
ta agitate the qucstion andi prepare thein-
selI.<cs fur acting unltedly andi decisivcly when
the timc for action conies.

SW-'PL Y OFfCNLP TS FOR
TUER MINIS TR Y.

A T'ENTION 1% at prescrit bcing calicti'ta tce sources tram, which a supply of
inlistcrs Is being turnlshed ta the I>rcsby-

tcrian Church. It would scem ta bc the tact
that Ille upper classes af socicty do not cn-
courage,, ;heir sons ta become clergymen.
Scarc.-' -r do wc finti the sans of aur
wcalt'aicr -,.icn aflering themselves for the
ininistcrial profession. It has been noticeti
also that a comparatively sinali number of
the sons of niinistcrs thcmsclvcs arc ta bc
founti fallowing lit thcir iatlhcrs' steps, and
carrying on their fathcers' wnrk. I>rof. Patton
has af late beeni complaining that in the Pre3-
bytcriari Chiurch of tlîç United States (andi
we suppose the samne is truc ai the Church in
Canada), "thc best brains arc not going into

*the ministry, that Presbyterian p.sicnts cn-
courage thcir mast promising sons ta go into
secular callings, and that on this account the
I>resbytt'riain Churches ini Anicrica havc to go
ta Great Britâin and Irelanti for ministcrs of
intellcctuzl pýower."

Why is it that the .Christian ministry ic,
failing to attract ta itsclf'young nicn of talent,
ai w.-alth andi ai gooti social position ? Wliat
is th,4 reason that the profession Is flot rc-
crui ,d in a fair proportion from the higher,
a well as ünc humnblcr ranks ai socicty ?

Writers an cconomics have specified a num-
ber af considerations whiclî regulatc the sup-
ply af catîdidaies for.the varions tra des and
professions. It may bc worth whilc briefly
to examine somc ai these, andi asccrtain their
bcaring upon the case before us.

Adam Smith, in biis great work, specifies as
the first consideration which may attract or
repel candidates ta a particular profession,
Ilthe agrcableness or disagreeableniess cf the
employment itself.' Certainly, in this re-
spect there is nothing in thc Work of thc min-
istry that shoulti hinder aur farcmost men
tram seeking. ta engage in it Tbicre is no
work toýwhich a mrni can put his hanti which
is, in itseif considereti mare engaging or more
full ai noble inspiration. Many attractions
cluster aroundti - work of the Christian min-
istry. It may flot furriish. the coarser rewards
ai worldly wealth and politicat power; but it
offers distinctions ot a highcr and more re-
fineti lind which, will compensate ta a pure
andi iofty spirit for the want of tank and
riches. The minbster is treateti gencrallje with
a large measure af defèrence andi respect He
is shieldeti froni nany af the buffets which
otiiers encounter in the rude warfarc cf lite.
H1e enjoys the honaur and confidence of a
spiritual advlcr among bis flock. }Fi& work

contains &bout the rlght admixture ai the
practical anti intellcctual. H1e hiolts converse
bath îvlth men andi books. Hie takes the
place af prominence in meetings for publie
warship. 1lIa, bas the excitemient af ipreacli-
ing-the influcnce ai the pulpit. The honouîrs
that reward leminenca in literaturc anti the.
ology are open ta his ambition. Anti If hie
bc, in the bcst way, succcssft as a pastar anti
prenchr-ii the power ai the lioly Ghost rest
upon andi ovorshadow him-if, by the grace
ai God, lie Is enableti ta quicken his tellow
men into spiritual life, thCre 13 no mnia on
eartb sa mucli ta bc envicti as hce. The work
hie dc isl glaoios. Angels from heaven
might -ovet the place anti the profession ai
the carn ?st anti succcssft Chîristian ministcr.

Adam Smith's second consideration dater-
mining the number ai applicants for any cm-
ployment is, Ilthe casiness and chearis or
the difflculty andi expense of Icarning it."
XVe do nat thlnk thix there Is hcrc cither any-
tlîlng ta dett v candidates tram entcring upon
thewotiýc i sChu rch. Tht:course ai train-
ing for thmi listryiotiot atail tao long; anti
considceing IL.u assistance whicx the Church
Cives b> iastowing scholarshlps during tbc
collego session, anti by furl;sliing employ-
ment during the vacation, it catnnot bc caunteci
expensive. Indecti there is, perhaps, none
ai the Iearnced professions into whiclî a young
mnia can clumb mare easily anti îith less exc.
pcnse ta himscli than the Christian ministry.
Arc thcy hindereti then tram engaging in the
%vork by the scanty rcmuneration given atte-
they have c.tcrcd uposi duty? WVc are ini.
cliti ta tlîink tliat this is not the case now
ta wny great extent. The ministenial stipenti
%vould no doubt, in gencral, bear quite satcly
a nîodest increase. But aven the prescnt
figure is nat sa iow as ta dctcr men ai pir'ty
tramn undertaking the office. Witlî a saknry
ai $700 in the 'rural districts, with $i ooc) ta
$ a,Soo in towns, anti $2,ooo or moire in cities,
wc do not think that aur ministers have any

rgreat reason, ta put on thc martyrs' air or ta
make lound outcry or complaint.

Mie Rcv. Mr B3ray sugge-;tcd ta Dr. Patta»
as an explanatian af the inferior qualit3' ai
the supply ai ministers in the Presbyterian
Clîurch, that men ai intellectual gifts are de-
tcrred by the tear ai being canfineti in West-
minster straight-jackets anti persecuteti by
Chicago protessors. Mr. Bray however ai-
lows t> at the Churches with shortcr and
laoser c, 'etis are affecteti in the same way as
aur own ; anti his hypotiesis as' it docs *not
caver aIl the facts, cannat be U1ic truc ex-
planation. We neeti not say tat aur opinion
ai the Westminster standards anti their influ-
ence is very difféecnt from that of Mr. B3ray.
We can. point ta the past history ai Churehes
with à Calvinistic crecti anti Presbyterian
govcrnment in proci that the very loftiest ini-
tellectual. ability has founti sufflcient room for
fre movement ini the creeti ta whîch wo dling,
anti under thc broad blut banncr which we
refuse to fun. Whatever shallow thinkers
may fancy, wc are persuadeti that, thase
who mast profaundly ponter the truths ai
God's Word, and the facts of Divine Provi-
dence, and man's nature, will find in thr V'cst.
minster standards the buat solution of thc«e

prableins wvîici, hava ever trid rnaui'% taitit.
It In by sttbmissloti ta the truthis there fortu-t
lated that ive nttain

in wldch the iumîlin of the myxiery,
In whicli the lîcay and the weaiy wc1gi~t
Or a1 Ihisunfintei itbic wvotlil,
le lghtenetd."

It is vain ta Italpc by relaxing aur crced ta
attract men oi supericor pawecrs, %iii ou r pro-
tindest thinkcra regard thc subscription ta

aur standards siat as thc imposition ai a gali-
Ing tetter but tho puttig on ai a robe of
lionoun.

Whec then shaîl wa findt an cxplanation ai
the tact that many oi aur Mast promising
yoîîtl do liesitate andi siînink tram follawing
the Master in the work, which 11e HIiscIf
chose on earth, ai preaching the Gospel. %'Je
believe it is ta hc founti, in large me.sure, In
sinother ai tha consiterations wvhich arc speci-
Ried by Adin Smii, vîz., the " the want ai
sccurity ai tenure " by the minister in hie pas-
tarai charge. WVc have fia space ta dwcll on
this point as wc would like ta do, and must
content oursolves ivitît a fcw hasty sentences.

A restlcss criticai spirit lias gone abroati,
perhaps espccially on this continent, ini the
tays in wIhich ivo live. It permeates aur pub.
lic anti privato lific. %Vc have fia licsitation
in saying thiat matiy congrcCations, under the
voluntary systein, do rnedlcssly anti sîntully
tyrannize oivet their pastars. It is net the
Westminster ciet tîtat constitutes the band-
age untier which young mcn -arc noi disposeti
ta baw. It i: the faIt: nccssity ai stihmittiîîg
thc whalc lite ta the criticism anti authority
ai tiiose for wlîom thcy labour. Tle minis-
ter (anti ai connecteti with him) is too often
taken for a target itîto %vhich ail can safely
shoot their arrov;s. 1lis individuality is flot
respecteti. Hanmless tastes anti pcculiarities
must nat be indulgeti. H1e must constantly
speak anti look and act under tue tear af those
who are bis paymasters. Sometimes hae cari-
not safely venture to exercise his rights as a
public citizen. If hoe tocs nat moulti him-
self according ta the prescribei farin he will
rceive a hint that lie had better go. The
ancient Grccks when becalmeti on their way
ta Troy sacrificeti a virgin ta secure a tavour-
able wind. Ini aur modern chuches when a
breeze arises the niinister is tlirown aver-
boardi ta sccure a temporary caîni. Evert il
aur own Church the relation between pastor
anti pcaplc is rcgulatcd, not on the Presby-
tenian, but the Congregational principle; and
the Church Courts toc, ofren standi by inactive
anti helplcss while the minister is rnati ta
suifer.

For this reason we believe that niany young
mon, who hâve high spirit as well as Christian
principle,,are deterreti from. engagfnig ini the
great work ta, which, wcre. things difféecnt,
they would glatily givc their livés. They wilI
rather ho contentita do what Christiaii work
they can accomplish as laymen, than surren-
der Ilthc glanions privili -ge ai being indepen-
dent" Io the tyramiy of«unreasonale" if flot
"wickedixîen."

'%Vc nceil not say that wothink it most de-
sirable that nmen from the highcr, as weli as
the humbler, grades ai society shoulti bc
drafted intothe ranks oi the clerical pratès-
sion. But if thc Churches wish ta have
gentlemen and the Sorti Of gentlemen serving
them inthei rqinistzy they must consent to,
treat theni s,ýUlch.


