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a remarkable degree of unanimjty. Canadians and
foreigners are alike in cherishing the most sanguine
expectations. Dr. Robertson’s plea of the urgent
need of immediate, large and concentrated Chris-
tian effort in the North-West is unanswerable, and
ought to be irresistible  Well dacs he reason
British, Amecrican and Continental Churches may feel
impelled to send the Gospel to the nations of Asia
and Africa, but if we neglect the evangelization of
the North-West who will undertake the work? No
less forceful is thereasonand encouragement contained
in the statement that in the course of a few years at
most a very large number of the congregations will
not only be self-sustaining, but they will be in a
position to give liberally for the work of sending the
Gospel to others.

Vver the cantire Church Home Mission work dur-
ing the year has been prosecuted on a larger and
more eflective scale than ever before by self-denying
and devoted men.  The contributions have reached a
higher sum, but the stern fact remains that they are
not yet adequate to the maintenance in its complete
ness of the work in the present proportions to which
it has attained, not to speak of its extension, for
which there is not only room but urgent necessity
To be anything like satisfactory, the giving must be
commensurate with the expansion of the work. For
ward must still be the watchword of the Church in
this as in cvery other department of Christian endea
vour.

Mur. Croil made an cexcellent suggestion relative
to the circulation of information relating to Home
Mission-work as an effective means of exciting and
sustaining an interest in this branch of Christian
activity, He is right, it certainly would be helpful,
and the Home Mission Committee could not do a
better thing than arrange for the wide distribution
among the familics of the Church of the admirable
report submitted by them to the Assembly.

EQUAL RIGHTS

HE delegation to the Anti-Jesuit Convention
in Toronto last weck was a large and influ-
ential one. The gentlemen, and there were a fow
ladies also holding commissions, represented all
parts of this Province; there were dclegates from
Halifax om the east, and from Victoria, British
Columbia, on the west.  On several matters of what
may be styled a minor nature, there were diversities
of opinion. The delegates were not all of one par-
ticular political stripe, neither did they represent any
one religious denomination.  All scctions of the
evangelical Church had adherents in the Convention.
Whatever may be the prevailing views in different
localities, whatever wiinor diversities they may have
entertained, all were of one mind regarding the evils
against which it was their duty to testify. The
convention made it plain that Romish aggression in
gencral and Jesuit assumptions in particular were
not only inthemselves abhorrent, but are regarded
distinctly as @ menacce to all liberty-loving people.

It was also made apparent from the brief ad-
dresses by iepresentatives from the provinces cast
and west that while the same intense interest that
muves the people of Ontario and the Protestants of
Yucbec i. nut so heenly felt, they are far from indif-
ferent concerning the outeome of the agitation that
su deeply stus the central provinces. They feel
that, for the present at least, they are remote frum
the storm-centre, but there is no telling how soon
they tmay have ovccasion tu defend their libertics
from the encroachment of a4 powwar that strives fur
supremazy whercver and whenever uccasion may
offer.  For this reason they ate not cold and unin-
terested onlookers. The people of the Maritime,
the Prairic, and the Pacific Provinces are extending
their sympathies and carnest well-wishes to their
brethren and fellow-citizens in Ontario and Quebec.
If need be, they may be confidently trusted to take
their share in the conflict that s bound to issuc in
the permancnt triumph of purfect cligious cquality
m this Domiaion.

Though there wac ardent  politicians in the
membership of the convention, there was a notable
absence of those who take a leading part in the
political affairs of the country.  There were Con
«natives and Liberals, but for the time being
there was an unusual degree of harmony between
them fur once. The politiaans, however, were not
the partics who did most of the work of the conven-
tion. The speaking was, fur the most part, of a high
arder.  Only at the Tuesday cvening mceting were
there anything approaching formal orations. At
that mecting the speaking was exceptionally good.
The addresses of Principal MacVicar, Mr. john
Charlton, M.P., Dr. Davidson, of Montrcal, Colonel
O’Brien, M.P,, were much applauded and greatly
relished.  All of them spoke out in manly tones in
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condemnation, not of Roman Catholics, but of
Ultramontanism and its arrogant pretensions to
usurp power over the State and to secure control
of education. The gentlemen from the Province of
Qucbec were listened to with cagerness, since from
them could best be learned the real nature of the
grievances and disabilities Protestants in that Pro
vinze are labouring under. Principal MacVicar's
comparatively brief exposition of the case was clear
and ringing. Dr. Davidson also gavc a crisp state
ment of the condition of affairs under Rome rule
which leads one to ask, If these things are done in
the green tree, what shall be done in the dry ?

While making rcference to the speeches made
at the convention, there was one that stood out as
exceptionally powerful, that delivered by the vener-
able Dr. Douglas, of the Mcthodist College, Mon-
treal. The impression some are disposcd to cherish,
that oratory is either a lost or fast decaying art, is
dissipated in listening to the fervid and impassioned,
yet measured, utterances of the Old Man cloquent.
The light of the natural ey e may be obscured, but it
would be difficult to find anotha who has a keener
and clearer mental vision than the vencrable Presi
dent of the Montreal Methodist College.  His speech
will be remembered as one of the most remarkable
cvents of a most remarkable occasion.  Another
thing that impressed the large asseinblage was the
masterly tact exercised by Principal Caven. His
retiring modesty was as conspicuous as his ability to
say the right thing at the right time, anil uniting, as
he daogs, firmness with conciliation, he was able to
intervenc at critical moments and prevent conse
quences that many would have deplored.  He was
never swayed by impulse and never lust his balance,
and it is the opinion of many that by his urswerv-
ing devotion to principle, unbiassed by any subordi-
nate motive, he rendered eminent services to the
Convention and to the cause it was appointed to
promote.

Despite minor differences of opinion, the Conven-
tion agreed on what is generally regarded as a most
excellent series of resolutions, setting forth the pres-
sing duties of the hour, and asserting the firm ad-
hesion of the people to the principle of equal rights
to all and special privileges to none. Most excel-
lent, so far as they go. It is, however, casier to
formulate general resolutions and coin expressive
and epigrammatic phrases than it is to apply them
to actual conditions. The practical achievements of
the Convention will, without doubt, meet with general
and hearty concurrence, and so long as it directly
and resolutely endeavours to carry out its well
defined programmc it is entitled to the support of
all patriotic and right-minded citizens.

The formation of an Equal Rights Association is
an experiment. What its future may be it is difficult
to divine. In carrying out the policy defined in the
resolutions of the convention it will render excellent
service. Itsfirst work is obviously to see that all who
desire to do so may have an carly opportunity to
sign petitions of the disallowance of the Jesuit
Estates Act. Such petitions should be so numcrously
signed, and they should be presented in such num-
bers, that those entrusted with the administiation of
the country’s affairscannot by any possibility mistake
the temper of public feeling on this matter. Another
present and important duty contemplated by the
Convention is the employment of the most effective
means for testing the constitutionality or unconstitu-
tionality of the acts favouring the Jesuits passed by
the Legislature of Quebec.

‘The suceess or failure of the work of the Conven-
tiom, and that contemplated by the Association
depends on the carrying out of an honest and above-
board policy If subsidiary personal or political
schemes find shelter under its roof its influence will
be weak ; in that case it would only invite distrust,
and ultimate failure, thereby injuring the very cause
it is instituted to promotc. The great interest at
stake, the moral and rcligious liberties of the people,
the fuwure of this Daminion are of immensely greater
importance than the rise or fall of any politiczl
party, or the advancing of the interests of sclf seck
ing schemers Whatever may be the short-sighted
aims of some, the people-at least have no political
after thought to scrve by the present movement
The one thing they have determined upon is that
an cffective check be put on Ultramontane encroach
ment wherever and  whenever attempts, arragant or
stealthy are made by its advanced guard, the Jesuits,
to intrude into  spheres from which they must be
firmly and forever excluded.

PaRADISE  REGAINLD. With et pocms,
{London : Walter Scott, Toronto . W. J. Gage &
Cou.) - The sccond part of Milton’s great epic, along
with a number of his best short pocms, is reproduced
in the Canterbury series - a scries that gives the best
works of the classic poets. :
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CuNFIDENCE IN CHRIsT:. Or Faith that Saves.
By the Rev. A. \W. Pitzer, D.D. ({Philadelphia .
Presbyterian Board of Publication.)—In this little
book the authur eaplains and illustrates his subject
in a way that will prove helpful to many who desire
clear views of a most vital subject.

GorETHE'S Faust, With some of the minor
poems. Edited by Elizabeth Craigmyle. (Loundon.
Walter Scott ; Toronto. W. J. Gage & Co.;~The
Canterbury Series brings the masterpicce of the great
German poet within the reach of all.  Like the pre-
vious issues of the saries, it is carefully and neatly
printed.

THi Fatk oF 111k INNOLENTS. A Romance
of the Crusades. By Margaret X, Winslow. Plula-
delphia . (Presbyterian Boaid of Publication.)—One
of the most thrilling stories of middle age history is
that of the Crusade of the Children. It has been
told often already in fragmentary way, but in the
present delightful volume, the author has gathered
all the available legends and traditions of this pathetic
cpisude, and has wrought them into one connected
account.  The story is told in the form of Chronicles,
A thread of romance runs through the whole and
binds it together, giving ita tendeir and sustaned
interest.  The bovk is valuable for ats  hife-like
purtraiture of the crusading times. Young people
will find it intensely interesting and inspiring,

Cuuvkent GOVEKRAMENL. A Treatise compiled
from his Lectures in Theological Seminanes, By
Aleaander T. McGill, Ementus Professor at Prince-
ton, (Philadelphia. Presbyterian Board of Publica-
tion)—In this volume we have the substance of
more than forty ycars’ teaching on Church Govern-
ment.  Dr. McGill's students are numbered by hun-
dreds all over the land and to them cspecially these
lectures of their old and honoured instructor will be
most welcome. The table of contents shows how
wide a field these lectures cover, and of what great
value the book will be to those who arc interested in
the questions that are here considered.  In his pre-
face the author says: * My readers will see through-
out the volume that ruling elders, whether learned or
unlearned, are a leading order in the writer's judg-
ment, to be understood, instructed and animated
with ever increasing concern.” On “ deacons,” too,
the writer's opinion is clearly stated, as well as on
other subjects which at the present time have a liv-
ing interest. Just as the closing pages were going
through the press, Dr. McGill passed to his rest and
reward, ripe in years, in character and in labours.
The copious index was prepared by another hand,
which also soon after completing this task laid down
the pen to resume it no more.

A MANUAL OF INTRODUCTION 1U THE NEW
TrS1AMENT. By Dr. Bernard Weiss, Professor of
Theology in Berlin, Germany. In two volumes.
(New York : Funk & Wagnalls, Toronto: William
Briggs.)~This work forms a valuable part of the
* Forcign Biblical Library,” edited by Rev. W. Rob-
ertson Nicoll, AM. It is designed especially for
ministers, theological students, teachers, and thinkers
in any station of life who desire a profounder know-
ledge of the New Testament Scriptures, and are
willing to av some critical rcading to attain that end.
Those who are disposed to go below the surface and
dig for hidden treasures will find themsclves guided
to richer veins and rewarded with larger nuggets of
gold, by accepting the services of this well-informed
companion, In the first volume, Dr. Weiss wiclds
the pen of a master in discussing what he calls the
“ Scuience of Introduction,” from Patristic times to
the present.  He then devotes over a hundred pages
to a critical and detailed “ History of the Ongin of
the New Testament Canon.”  This is followed by a
still more claborate * History of the Pauline
Epistles.” The second volumne, just issucd, opens
with a carcful analysis of the Epistle to the Hebrews,
and trcats at some length the question of its author-
ship. This epistle has been variously ascribed to
Paul, Apollos, Luke, Philo, Clement and Barnabas.
Dr. Weiss thinks it inorally certain that Paul was
not its author, as is commonly supposed. In his
judgment the strongest rcasons point to Barnabas,
as the writer of this remarkable buok.  Next follows
a suggestive examination of the Revclation of John,
the Brethren of Jesus, and the Gencral Epstles of
James, Jude, Peter and John.  Two hundred pages
arc then doevoted to the Historical Buoks of the New
Testament, taking them up scparately and inter-
weaving many facts of decided interest. The volume
closes with an Appendix giving a * History of the
New Testament Text,” involving its original lan-
guage, its carly manuscripts, its various versiuns, and
its marvellous preservation.  On the whole, we are
compcllcd to admit that this is 4 wurk of vast re-
search on the part of the writer, and, rightly studied,
must be one of vast instruction to the reader.




