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Choice lttrature,
B Y A WA Y SHE KNEWI NO T.

BY MARGARET M. ROBERTSON.

CHAPTER ii.-(coiniued.)
"Ah, yesl1 Aye waiting, ¶fly bonnie dooie (little dove)."

When his wife entered the roorn he was sitting in
silence with the pale cheek of bis only daughter resting
against his. A fair, fragile littie creature she was, wbose
long, loose garments faillng around ber, showed that sbe
could flot run and play like other children, wbatever might
be the cause. It was a smile of perfect content which met
her mother's look.

"Well, mother," said she sofrly.
"Well, my dear, you are bappy now. But you are sure-

ly not going 10 keep your fatber in bis damp clothes ? And
tea will soon be ready."

"Ab, nol1 I winna keep hirn. And be is only going up
the stair tbis lime," said the cbild, raising herself up, and
fondly stroking the grave face which was looking down upon
her with love unutterabie. Hie laid ber upon the littie
couch by the fireside and went away witbout a word.

"lCorne soon, father," said tbe cbiid.
It was flot long before be came. Tbe iamp was ligbted

by that lime, and the fire was burning brigbtiy. The boys
had come in, and tbe mother went to and fro, busy about
the tea-table. The fatber's eyes were brigbt with thankful
love as be iooked in upon them.

It was a large room, and migbt bave seemed crowded
and uncomfortabie to unaccustomed eyes. For ail the six
sons were tbere-tbe youîgest in tbe cradile, and the littie
daugbîer's coucb îook up the corner between tbe window
and tbe fire. The tea-table was spread witb botb the
leaves up, and there was flot mucb room certainiy between
il and the otber table, on wbicb many books and papers
were piied, or tbe corner wbere the minister's arrn-chair
stood.

The chair was brought forward in a twinkling, and he
was seated in it witb bis litIle wbite dove again on bis
knee. This was tbe usual arrangement for this bour evi-
dently. To.night the brotbers stood before tbem in a baîf
circle looking on.

IlWeil, and bow has my Marjorie been ail this long
time?"

IlOh!1 1 have been fine and weii, father, and the lime
has flot been s0 very long. Do you ken wbat Mrs. Essel-
ment bas sent me? A doil. A fine doîl witb joints in ber
knees, and sbe can sit down. And ber cloîbes corne off
and on, just like anybody's. jack bas made a stool for ber,
and he said he would make me a table and a chair if you
brought a knif e to birn when you carneborne. Did you
bring jack a knife, fatber? "

IlWell-I'm flot just sure yet. I will need to hear how

L ac k bas been bebaving before we say anything about a
nife," said ber faîber ; but bis srnile was reassuring, tbougb

bis words were grave.
IlI think jack bas been good, faîber. And mother was

here, ye ken, and sbe would seutle il ail, and flot leave any-
tbing over tili you corneborne, nnless il were sometbing
serious," added the cbîld gravely

jack bung bis bead.
"So 1 arn 10 let bygones be bygones ?" said bis faîber.
"And, fatber," said tbe child again, ber sweet, sbrill

voice breaking tbrough tbe suppresse I noise of ber brothers
"IlAllie bas corne 1 " And even tbe introduction of tbe

wonderful dolbad brougbt no brigbter iook to the littie
pale face. Il Allie bas corne, and I like Allie."

"Do you, love ? Tbat is weI."
"Yes, faîher. Eh ! but sbe's bonny and strong 1 Wben

she carried me up tbe stair to my bed, I shut my een, and I
thought it migbî be father bimseif. Robin is strong, 100,
and so is jack, but I'm not aye just so sure of tbem," said
Marjorie, looking deprecatingly at ber brothers, "and I
aye feel as if I' must belp motber wben she carnies me,
because sbe's whiies weary. Bot it is airnost as good as
having you, faîber wben Allie takes me in ber arms."

Marjorie was "wbiles weary" also, it seerned. She
bad talked more than al the rest of tbem put together,
whicb was not ber way in general ; 50 she said no more
tli tea was broughîi. Ih was the new maid who brougbt in
tbe bright tea-kettle ai last, and set it on the side of tbe
grate. Marjorie raised ber bead, and put out a band t0 de-
tain ber.

IlFatber, tbis is Ailison Bain. And, Allie, ye must tel
father about tbe lady. Father, Allie kenned a lady once,
wbo was like me wben sbe was litile, and bardly set ber foot
to tbe ground for miny a year and day. I tbiuk she must
bave been even worse tban me, for once tbey bad ber grave
clothes made," said tbe cbild in an awed voice, Iland
wbeu sbe didna die, tbey were bardlv giad, for wbat
was ber life wortb to ber ? they said. But she patient and
good, and there came a wise wornan to see ber, and wbe.
iher it was the wise wo'nan Ibat beloed ber or just the
Lord Himself, folk couidua agree, but by and by she grew
strongy and well and went ab)ut on ber own feet like other

father," added she, layiug ber soit uitIle hand on bis as bis
kind eyes grew grave; Il I can wait. I'm onlyy uttle yet,
and tbere's plenîy of time, and now Allie bas corne, and she
is strong and kind. I like Allie," sbe added, caressing tbe
band wbicb she bad been bolding fast aIl tbe lime. "lAllie
says that maybe the besîtbing that could bappen 10 me
would be 10 die, but I would like 10 live and go about like
other folk a wbilie first."

1 arn sure Allie will be good to you," said ber fatber.
"Ay, thal will I,"' said Allie, looking gravely down upon

the cbild.
IlCorne, now, lea is ready," said the rno!ber's cheerful

voice. And ratber quietly, considering Ibeir number, the
boys took their places at the table.

There were five of tbem ; tbe sixlh was asleep in the
cradle. Robert, the eldest, just fitteen, was a "lgood
scbolar," and dux in tbe parisb scbool. Hie was ready
for the university, and was going tbere wben tbe way
sbould be made clear for bim. As a general ibing, be bad
a book in his baud while be muncbed tbe oaten bannocks,
wbicb formed the chief part of tbe boys' eveuiug meal.
Bot to-nigbt be listened and put in bis word like the rest.
And there were were wordt; in pienty, for ibeir faîber had
been away ten whole days, and be bad mucb 10 hear.

The others were bandsome, hardy boys, with dark eyes'
and sun-browned faces, and the fair bair of so many Scot-
tisb laddies, darkening a littie already in the eider oues.
Tbey were seen at their best lo-nigbî, for Ibeir father bad
been expected, and clear. bands and faces bad been a malter
of choice, and flot, as was sometimes the case, of compulsion,
and "Ibte lunI white locks," longer and more abundaut than
we usually see tbern on boyisb beads nowadays. were in
reasonable order.

If a bundredîb part of the pride and deiight which filled
Ibeir faîher's heart, as he iooked round on them, had been
ailowed 10 appear on bis face, il would bave astonished tbemn
ail not a little, lis eyes met those of Ibeir moîber witb a
look ini wbich was îbankfulness as well as pride, but 10 the
boys îbemselves be said quieily euougb

111arn gad 10 bear frorn your mother that you have been
reasonabiy good boys wbile I bave been away. If Ibere is
anyîbing tbat auy of you tbink I ought 10 bear of, you'll tel
me yourselves. "

A look was exchanged among the eider lads.
"The nicbt, father ?" said one of tbem.
"Well, to-morrow may do, unless il be something more

than usual. Is il jack ?"
0f course il was jack. ie looked aIbis mother and bung

bis bead, but said noîbing.
IlHoot, man ! gel il over the nicht," whispered Robin.
And so be did. But poor Jack's miscbief need not be

bold. It was flot really very serious, tbougb tbe fatber lis-
tened seriously, and kept bis srniles tlii e was alone wiîb
the bu)y's motber. Mischief is a generic terrn in tbe Scot-
tisb longue, iuciuding some tbings bad enougb, but also
some tbings in which fun is one of tbe cbief elements, and
Jack's misclief was mostly of Ibis kind. Sometimes his
father laughed in private, even when be found it necessary
to show dispîcasure 10 the cuiprit.

But be was reasonable in bis punishmeuts, wbicb was
flot invariabiy the case witb even good men and good
fatbers lu that land in those days. There were wbispers
arnong some of tbe frequeuters of the littie kirk b tbe
effect that the minister's iaddies needed sharper discipline
of one kind or anoîber when tbey sbould be ouI of Ibeir
faîher's bands.

jack got easily off, whaîever bis fault bad been, and bad
bis knife besides. Tbey ail grew a little noisy over Ibeir
father's guIfs, As il was Saturday nigbt, bis first tbougbî
had been Ibal they sbould flot be disiribuied tli Monday.
But Ibeir mother said tbey might, perbaps, thiuk ail .1be
more about them if ihey bad flot seen tbern. So each got
bis gift, and tbeir deiigbt in them, seeing there was 50 uittle
10 rejoice over, was in the eyes of the father and moîber boîb
amusing and patheîic.

But littie and great are comparative berms wbeu appiied
10 money's worih as 10 other tbiugs, and, considering ibe
arnouni wbicb must be made 10 stand for ail that was
needed in the home, the presenis were flot so trifliug.
Sti11, the minister was a ricb man in the opinion of many
about birn, and il caunot be said Ibat he was a poor man in
bis own opinion. At any rate, between tbem, bis wife and
be bad made their comparative poverîy auswer a good
mauy of the purposes of weaitb, flot 10 their cbiidren oniy,
but 10 many a Ilpuir bodie " besides, since tbey came to
Netbermuir.

IlAnd now, rny lads, we'll to worship, and then you'll 10
your beds, for I bave my morrow s sermon 10 look at yet, and
I see your mnother's work is flot doue. "

So Ibte Books " were brought oui and Allison Bain was
calied lu from tbe kitchen. Tbe minister asked God's bles
ing on tbe reading of tbe Word, sud tben be chose a Psairn
iustead of the chapter in Numbers wbicb carne in course.
Il was tbe tbirty-fourtb

14I wiii bless the Lord aI al l imes ; lis praise shall con-
tiuualiy be lunrny touib," and so oni 10 tbe end.

"lThe Lord redeemeih tbe soul of bis servants, and none
of thern thai trust in FIim shahl he desolatA."

liHe believes il ail," said Ailison Bain 10 herself, lift-
ing once again ber sad eyes 10 bis face. And thers îbey
sang :

voice did not spoil the music 10 Ihose who loved hirn. The
boys had tbeir motber's gift and tbey ail sang witb good'
will to-nigbt. Allie's voice was mute, but ber lips trernbled
a little, and ber bead dropped low as tbey sang,

"God of our fathers be the God
0f their succeeding race."

She was not forzotten in the prayer which followed. It
was not as Ibte sîranger witbin our gaies " Ibal she WSS
rernerbered, but as one of the bougehold, and il was reV,
erentiy asked Ibat the casting lu of bier lot witb ibeirs
migbt be for good 10 bier and 10 tbem for ahl tirne and beyofld
iî. Bui îberc was no biighteniug of bier face wben she rose
and passed oui from among tbern.

Tbe minister's sermon was not the first îhougbî when bie
reiurne..10 the parlour, afrer carrying bis little daugbief
up-sîairs. By and by bis wife sal down wiîb bier stock*
ing-baskeî by ber side. Tbey bad mauy tbings 10 speal'
about, after a ten days' separation, wbicb bad not Oc'
curred more tban twice before lu ail their married life, and
soon tbey came round 10 Ibeir new servant.

"Weil, wbaî do you think of bier ?>' said the minisier.
"I cannot say. I canuot quite make bier oui," said Mrs.

Hume gravely.
"You bave flot had much lime yet."
"No.; I mean Ibat I do not îhiuk she inieuds Ibal

should make bier out."
She says uitile? "

"She says nothing. She bas passed tbrough some sOfe
trouble, I arn quite sure. She looks, aI limes, as if she had
lost all Ibat sbe cared for, and bad not the bearî 10beil
again."I

I Ihink you have made bier out fairly well," said thb,
minister smiling.

1'Wby was Dr. Fleming so auxious 10 seud lber e?
Had lie known bier long? And bow did bie corne 10 kiio<
bier ? '

"lHe had not known bier very long. This is the way hg
came 10 know bier : She wa3 brought Ici the infirmaryp ,
of fever. She bad gone int a cottage ou the outskirts of
tbe îowu '10o rest berseif, she said. But she was 100 iii 10
leave the place, and 'then she was sent 10 the infirniarY,
She bad a struggle for life, wbicb noue but a strong WolXie0

could bave won tbrougb, and wbèu sbe began to grow beter
she made berseif useful among the other patients, and WBO
50 beipful that wbeu one of tbe nurses weuî away, thCY
kept bier on in bier place. But evideuîly she bad flot bec"
used with lowu life, or even indoor life, and she grel<
dowie first, and iben despairiug, and lie was glad ah the
Ibougbî of getîiug lber away, for fear of wbat migh baPPe9Oj
Il was change wbicb she needed, and work sc sshe be
been used witb."

"But il was a great risk 10 seud ber here."
"Yes, in one way. And I bardly tbink lie wouid 1100

veutured 10 do so but Ibat, quite by accident, lie bad bear.
about bier from an old college friend. ht seerns ibat th's
gentleman came bo see Dr. Fleming aI tbe infirmaryanld,
getîing a glimpse aI tbe youug woman's facee bra
by bis mauner tbat il was flot for the firsî lime. île W8i
bound, bie said, for bier sake, flot ho seem to know berOor
would bie say anything about bier home or bier station '0i
life. But lie said Ibat bie kuew well about bier, Ibat h
was an orpban wbo bad suffered mucb, that sheWS
good womau, one ho be Irusted and bonoured, and bie begge
bis friend 10 ask bier no questions, but 10 get bier out Of tbe
îown mbt some quiet country place wbere she migbl nutlio
tbe bitlerness of tbe past. And bis lasI words were ,' FOI,
lunale wili bbey be who caribave bier as a beiper in~ the
bouse.'>'

Il is a piîy for bier sake that she should refuse 10 tris
us.,'l

IlYes. There is one Ibiug you ougbt t 10 '0
.Ihough Dr. Fleming raiber betrayed il Ihan expressed il
openly. I Ibink, from wbat bie said, and also frorn wba t bc
did not say, Ihat there had been some fear Ibat bier on
xight give way under tbe strain of bier trouble, waee
il is. She sceered 10 bave lost the power of ungbe-
tboughîs away frorn it, and yet she bad neyer uttered a '
wiîb regard 10 il. Sbe was sornetirnes, bie saidlike 0
waikiug in ber sleep, deaf and blind 10 al Ibat was go'<
on about bier. She bad a dazed look, painful 10 see."

'I ken the look well." tfri
"She bad been used witb country life, bie îbougbtfo

the Iown she was like a crealure caged and wtild 10ge
out. lier best chance bie said, was an entire chanlge O
scene and of work, and lie îbougbt il providential ibt2t1
were 10 lose our Kirsîlu ai Ibis lime. Our house, be tugt
would be a good place for bier. Sbe wiiI bave pieiIty t
do, and will bave every aliowance made for, and she Wii 1 b
kindly and firrnîy deait wiîh. And Iben, there are
bairns, and our bonny M iysie. I confess the gliriiP'e
have gotten of bier bas greaîly interesîed me." Wl

1I acknowiedge I bave feit tbe sarne. But others
be interested in ber also. Does she reaily t hink tib1Do
can keep a secret in a place like tbis ? Wbat she wl
tell, others will guess. Or worse, tbey wiil imagine a S l

IlWe must do wbat we can 10 guard ber fro îî lOr

IlVes, and if she were jusî a commouplace servant.!'
like our Kirstin, il migbî be easy 10 do. But wt
aud eyes like bers, 10 55y noîbing of bier way of carryilng
self, every eye will be upon bier." Onle0

IlShe is a stately woman Iruly. But bier dark, Col wril
face will bardly takre tbe fancy of common folk. Tedc
miss tbe lhues sud roses. She bas woderfulcentl,
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