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1 was going ta say thrit 1 would venture the tisser-
tion-but 1 have just discovercd thant anotlier hias
madie il andi las lîraved i conclusively to-- the tisser.
tion, naincly, tîmat thc I-1ebrcw liever lias such an
expression as the wýdowv (iilmanals:) of A B or X Y.
In Engllh, wc can say, the witiaw of James joncs.
There is -no sucli expression in thc lebrcw 'ible.
WVidoiv (atini:itahj' is useti ta express the dcsalatc,
loncly state of a wamain iwhose hiusband is deati,
anti to cxprcss this tate absolttly, that is to, siy,
withocut any rcfèrcnce ta ber tiead lîusband. If refer-
encc*is maie ta lier liusband, siteis natcalled alman:11f/
Malhlc.n, but eshelh Malîlon, or s'sheli/ Nabal, as the
case mnay bc.

'lle efl'cct af this tisus is tha:t, wl'hen ih is saiti in
plain, preceptive languagc, withoutannycexpress limita-
tion or qualification, IlThou shaît flot uncaver tbe
nakediness of thy brathcr's wife ; il is thy brothicrs
nakedness,» a Jew would untierstanci the prohibition
ta bc a bar ta inarriage withi a brother's wifc forevcr.
And 1 have no doubt tlîat this tus influeniceti the
nlintis ai Jews even wvhen they spake Greek andi
Latin. Wherefare, wben Pa-ul denaunices the offlend-
ing Corinthian wha liad bis father's wife (yvvauce,
nat ,riqpas, lhe daes flot think it necessary ta state
whlethcr bis father wvas deati or alive, for in cither case
tîe conduct rcprabated ivas a violation ai Lev. xviii.
8. 1 cannat spenk of the Greek classics; tbey con-
stitute a wide fieldi for the investigation of whicb 1
have necither tintie nar facilities; nor da 1 thînk that
tbe*r umsus would bc ai any value ini this argument.
But 1 can say cf the iisus of Newv Testament Greck
tîmat it gives na cauntenanc2 ta such pbraseology as
the widow <>Xqpa) of John or James. its pbrasealagy
is, Ilthe wife " (yml,) of John or James, wbetber John
or James be living or deati.

For these reasans 1 reject the exegesis faunded an
the Principal's criticisin, and cleave to the generall
receiveti vicw that Lev. xviii. 16 forms a barrder ta
marriage with a deceased brotber's wife. Andi then if
there is any farce in the principle tbat whl t: is awfor
a nian ir liw .for a wantan a/mo in simé/lar relations,
Lev. xviii. 16, drives the full farce of that principle
against marriage with a &ecered wifé's sistter.

Mr. Editor, 1 believe tbere is force in that princi-
pIc , and througli your kindness and indulgence I shail
(D.V.) make knowvn tbe groundis of my belie£.

Miosa. N. McK.

THE BEL FA ST TO WN 111SSION.

DY TRE REV. WILLI1M HAMILTON, DD

MýREInILOR,-Totvard. the dlose of lastycar, 1 pub-
tished in THE CANADA PRE--,BTERIAN, with your sym-
patheticapproval, my reminisc-encesof the Bclfast Tawn
Mission firom itscommnceincnt half-a-centuryago. The
%vonderful succcss ai that mission and of other church
agencies in raising Belfast and Ulster gencralîy from
a condition of spiritual decay and inditterence te a
state of Christian energy and activity must aflord
practical lessons thiat would bc profitable elsewhere.

Many of your readers wilI remember the visit paîd
ta Canada by the Rev. Dr. WVilliam jahinston, of Bel-
fast. Hc has long been ane of the most devoted and
successiol Christian worl<ers in the Irish Presbytcrian
Chiurcb. He is, indecd, sprung frein a gooti stock.
His father %vas a man of thesamnestamp.

Wbcn 1 was preparing the paper on the Blelfast
Town Mission, I wrote ta rny friend and çguondan
pupil, asking for information on that subject. In tliQ
answcr ta my letter,.aiter some retniniscences cf school
anti college life, Dr. jahinstan pracets as fallaws :

"As ta the B3elfast Town Mission, 1 do net thipk
there is any prinicd histary ofil i; noir bave I trne ta
lool, up anti draw out such an ejaborate paper as yeu
sem ta desire. 1 shahl give you only a few facts
whicb you cari use.

I think the first forrn cf the B3elfast Town 'Mission
-vas the empicyment cf WVm. Cochrane, ta visit among
ffhe poor anti holti meetings. He was at work whcn 1
came ta, Belfast as a scboolboy ii 1832. Dr. Edigar,
Dr. Morgan anti a fcw other Christian friends iook a
dcep incerest in hirn anti bis work He caught fever
and died, muéh regretted and rnissed. After bis
death the Belfast Town Mission vas formed ; and the
v-trioug denamînations united in supparting t an a coin-
mnn platforni. There wvas a number cf Inymen like
William Ceochrane employcti, anti the pont: wcrc Wel

r t

looketi aller. The tewn was net then very large
(about 6aoooor 70,o000; no'mu 250,000). Studcnts were
emplayed ta conduct nmeetings.

"lTitis united mission cantinueti many years, until
a very active I-iglh Cliurcli clergyman, time 11ev. MIr.
Monseîl, came ta the ' Mngdalene.' 1le wvould nat
recognize nny man as a minister who hati not received
Episcopat ordination. He struck out, tlierefore, for
dcnanîinationaî organization and action. lie cormcd
an Episcapalian Mlission. The aId Town M;..un helli
on for two or tbrcc ycars aller the scession ai the
Episcopalians ; andi thea tlîe members of the 'rcs-
byterian Cliurcli fcît constrained, te farm an argaaniza-
tion ai their own. Titis led ta tlîe formation of the pire-
sent 'Tawa Mission, whmch is Presbyteeiin.

IlCharles Finlay, a piaus man of business, was ap-
pointed as Secretary, anti a very gooti anche matie.
The tawn wvas then divideti into districts, andi an
agent appeintcd for each, withi a superintentient ta
counsel and co-operate in the work.

"rbhe first agents or missienaries were promising anti
piaus licentiates, who were coming out as miinisters ;
andi their wark ivas ta, visit fram bouse ta bouse sa
many heurs, four days in the wveek, and conduct se
iany meetings on the Sabbatli anti two or three other

evenings in the weck. They worketi vcry wecll for
saie time titi several country congregations, trusting
ta the judient of the Town Mission directors, asked
these town missionaries ta, preacb as candidates ; so
thcy were scarcely ever at home an the Sabbath,
andi tbey cantinueti but a short time on the 'Mission.
There wec several new cangregatians formed in the
town by their agency. They were gathereti bytheclicen-
tiate missiormaries for thcmselvcs; and thcy werr not
ail or always af the stamp many would bave likced for
Belfast. Still they did their work, or parts ai their
work, wiscly andi well, anti nursed thecir infant congre-
gations into a vi-orous inaturity. The systemi anti
the settlements, hawever, tid flot give entire satis-
faction.

"There was a change, therefore, madie. Students
were employed and set ta do the same workz in the
saine wvay. But this ivas founti ta interfère witb their
studies, andi theïr studies intcrfèred with their work.
Anoilber change becamne necessary.

THtIS %VAS THE EMPLOYMENTO0i PIOtS LtY2UEN,
who knew their Bibles, an.d could state and teacb the
Gospel. They were ta, be whahly devoteti te the work,
net being allowcti even ta attend college. This sys-
temn 2tid agency are stihi in activc operation. The
salary ai each rnissianary is about L70, or less than
$400. The work of visitation is wchl donc.

"lThe superintendents andi agents meet once a
month ; andi cvery agent gives a report of is wvorIc fer
thermonth wiîb the results. The superinten dents suc -
cessively invite the meeting ta their own homnes; andi,
aller tea, attention is given to the business af the
Mission.

"lSince the employment ai Inymen as agents, there
bas flot hein the samie increase of cangregations, nor
the saine amount of visible fruit.

"WhVbn Mr. Finlay's health began ta fail, be resigneti
the Secretarysbip, andi the Rcv. Dr. Knox was chosen
as bis successor. He worketi verytitigently for many
ycars Mis manner titi flot plcase ait parties; anti
there w'ere sometimes rather unpleasant diierenrcs.
He organized alse a church-building association, andi
saine threc churches were erecteti in or near Belfast.
The town is stili rapidl9 increasing, anti we are trying
ta organize congregations ta keep pace with the popu-
lation ; but limes are dull, business is bati, maney is
scarce, anti the wverk is flot easy.

IlI wasmyselfobligcti te rebuilti thcchurch on Town-
senti Street. It will holti 1,400 seateti, the lecture
hall 5oe, anti with the library partition open, 700.
The schoal reoms belew -Aill accommadate fremt 5oo
te 6oo ; anti the entire cost amountedîo £1,20o.

"I 4 senti ynu a memornal volume, whichwnill bring up
ad turnes anti aid frientis. I hope you wvit1 get it safe.

I senti, also a copy of the Town Missi on Report.
IlI have your addtrc.-s, anti I witi senti you occasion-

alIy a pamphlet or repart, which may inforn you wbat
is going on. 1 ami ve ryinecyyYours in Christian lave,

"VM. JOUNSTON."

FRasi thc sixty-third Annual Statenient ai the Presbytenian
Church, Prescoit, of whicb the Rev. James Stîîart ia p=sor,
it appears that the congregation is in a prspmerous condition.
Thec incarne fo. thc ycar was $1,47S, and the managers began
the next financial year waîh a smait balance in iheair favour.
Thec LadiWs Aid Society andi Sabbath School, judging frç--s
the returas Civen> are doing gooti work.

THE COLLEGE 0F EX-ilfODERA 71RS.

MR. EinITRo,-I notice ii a recent I)REÉn%-TERIAN
ant article contieniffng the Coltege ai Motierators as a
seriaus innovation, as soinething calculateti ta untier-
mine the riglits anti trivileges of I'resbytcries. You
sa>': " If anytliig worthy ai seriaus attention can be
urgcti li favaur ai the College ai cx-Modcrators, noa-
botiy lias yet favoureti the puîblic witli it.>

It is fia doubt righît anti proper, 'wlien a new plan is
put forward, that the rcasons for it shoutti bc slio.
But it is ccîualty reasanabte wtîcn an aId customn is tic-
fentiet, ta show thie ativantages bclonging ta it. Anti
I ttiink 1 miay say tOint if anythmîng wartby ai serions
attention can be shiown in favour ai thie aId systein,
nobody lias yet favourcd thie public with it It iiîay
bc askcti, %viat rigl)ts have Presbyteries in the matter?
Hiave Prcsbytcries the rigbî ta appoint the Motierator
oi thie Gencral Asscibty ? or lias ttîe Asscmbly the
righit, tîke evcry ailier court in the Clîmrch, ta appoint
its own Moderator? Anti if the Asseîîîbly hias the
righît te ctîoosc its own M,%oteraitar, whîy shoulti Pres-
byteries coiplain if it <lacs so, anti toes s0 ii its own
wv'ty? Wt is the ativantage secured ta l'resbytcries
by the riglit ta nominale ? WVhat privitege is hast
whien thiat rigbit is wittîdrawa ?

If the nomination by a niajority ai I'resbyteries titi
secure the position te thie man sa tnominateti then the
nominating power migliî be valucti. But the Assem-
bty ivas fiat bounti ta appoint the inan who hiati most
Presl'yterics at bits back. It %vas still nt hiberty ta
choose its Moticrator by open vote, anti it might
chîoose the man with mrost nominations or îthe man
with iewest, as il saw fit. lin these circumsîanccs the
naminating power was a very empty privîtege indeeti.

Nor titi Presbyîeries, s0 far as niy experience goes,
attacli very mucb importance te the privilcgc. Nom-
inating the 'Motierator for Assenîbly never occupieti a
very prominent place on ttîe tiocket. It serveti sorte-
times te fitt an unoccupieti five minute space befart
adjourninent ; or if fiat it was usually rehegateti ta the
list ai routine business of little or ne interesl.

Nor wvas the exercise ai the right aiways profitable
ia the Presbylcry. The principal abject of it seemeti
to bc to give an opportunity ta discuss pretty freely in
open court the comparative merits anti daims ai cer-
tain prominent tioctors, professors, anti fatiiers in the
Churcb. The "reasons" for andi against the proposeti
nominea wcre net alivayb ai the most dignifleti kinti.
Nor were the) always.flattering to the persons whose
names wvere thus bantiieti about. Sometirnes a mnan
was proposeti because he belongeti ta, a certain col-
lege, or to a section that 'vas supposeti te represent
one of the uniîing churches. Sometimes because bce
had been uncercmoniausiy passeti aver at last Assem-
bly , sometimes becauie hc belongeti ta the Presbytcry
making the nomination, anti sometimes because whiîe
bc hall fia chance of being electeti, a nomination
wouhti gratiiy hum. Ail this wns mnere child's play.
Indced the Presbycrxes neyer hati a prîvitege in Ibis
malter worth "a hitI ai beans." The Assembhy al-
ways bas hati anti slill retains, as it a1wrays should re-
tain, the pov~er ai chccting its awvn Moderator. Andi
if it chose ta appeint a committee of ex-Moderators
10 propose sanie suitabie persan, anti thus remave the
necessity for discussing dlaims in open court, it bas a
perfect riglit ta do sa. If the rule batil been th2t the
man having a majority ai nominations wvas chosen ;
or biatil the truie been that eacb Presbytery la itstura
bati the rigbt to nominate andi its nominee was ae-
cepteti ; or that the Presbyteries cempesing a Synoti
hat in tomn the right ta nominate anti their namince
was acceptid, there woulti bave been a privilege in
the case. As it was the nominating power was a nost
b-arren privilege. The Presbyteries might as -wel
have playeti at naminating the President of the Uniteti
States, so fair as anyativantage went. These facts
show that there was no grievance anti no injury- donc
whcn the Assenxbly appointeti the College of ex-.Moti-
emators.

New as ta the newv systein, wvhat can be saiti for il?
T No privilege nr right ai the Preshyteries iswith-

draw-'. anti nc interest or liberty of the Ctiurchi en C-
dangi.reti, by the Assembiy taking this course-with
reference to the ehection, of its Mederator.

2. Ne committce coulti bc more thoroughiy repre-
sentativc of the diffierent interests, institutions andi
sections ai the Church than a committee compaseti of
ex-Motierators. Nonte coulti bc named or suggested
that coutti more fully conîrnanti the confidence anti
respci.t af the Churcb. There is noe danger, then, pf
sectionalisin or centtaiiziiig tendencics in the new plan.*

MAV 2oth, 188S,1


