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worId. Fidelity to ail engagements
constittctd one grand characteristie
of prîmeval Ohristianity. Violation
of oathis zand promises is, boyolid al
qi estion, an innovation on th li (lris-
tianity of antiquity, and forrns one
of the variations of Roniî,ýism-. The
attachment to truth and the faiith-ful-
nless to compacts evinced by tlheý.
ancient Christians were proverbial.
The Christian profession, in the days
of antiquity, wvas marked by a lofty
sincerity, which disdained ail false-
hood, dissimulation, subterfuge, and
chicanery. Deâth, sa.ys Justin and
Tertullion, would have been more
welk-ome than flic violation of a so-
lemn promise. A Roman bishop, ini
those days of purity, would have
met an application for absolution

fr-ini an oath wi'th hioly indi'gnation ;
and tilt-, umblest of his flock, who,
should have been supp,,jse-d capable
of dessiring such a dispensation,
wvould have viewed the imputation
as an insuit on bis under.standing
and profession., But flhe period of
purity, passed, and thre days of de-
*generacy -at the era of the dark.ages
entered. The mystery of iniquity
iu process. of time, and as Paul ôf
Tarsus had foretoki, bLegani to work.
Chiristianity, by adulteration, demen.
erated into Romanisni, and the Pope-
domn became flic hot-bed of ail abo-
mination. Iispensatîons fur violat-
ing the sanctity of oaths formied,
perhaps, the Most frioghItful featire
ini the moral deforinity of Popýery.

THE IRISTI OIUIUJ.

TniE repeal agitators in Ifrcland,
and their friends in treason and re-
bellion throughont the Empire, are
intent upon tlii destruction of the
Irish Chiurch; and this we weIl know
is only a preparatory step to a more
serions aggression to flic Protestant
establishment in England. Against
the proposed robbery and plunder of
Christ's heritage in that country all
loyal Protestants wil most solemnly
protest. To hlear the enemies of
British rule talk, one would imagine
that ail the troubles iu Ireland spring
*flom, one source, the existence of the
Protestant Chiurch by laNw establishi-
ed. From its nomninal adherents, as

Nvel a frm, ts vowd fesasser-
tions so unqualified, and details so
overwhelming, have been reiterated
against it, that its friends have liard-
.iy dared for a tinie to appear in its
defence. Even in our'own Province
-the Sun, the Citizen, and the W1itness,
in their hatred to the Protestant and
British Establishment of that coun-
try, have vented a large amount of

tiXeir malice and spite irpon tfiîfs Po-
sition 0f tire possessions of tire Sa-
viour. Pown. withi it I down with,
it!!1 tfrey cry, even to the ground ;
confiscate * its property, tear down
its walis, and Ibave notluing but the
ruins to tell thxe story that Christ
once liad a Churcl inl that klngdom:
that joined in the noble Protest at
the period of the reformation.

Again and again lias tlie great'
question been establishied fixat, the
dlaims of the Ohurcl inl Ireland: to
the TITHES, as a species of proper-
ty is uuot; less clear and undeniab *le
than that of the Chiurch in England.
In England, it is not easy to ascer-
tain oither the precise time at which
tithes were introduced, or the exac't
anthority by %vhicli iu the several
districts they were ceded to the
(Jhtrch. But flue origin of tithes in
Irelandcan be more distinctly traced.
It dates at least from, the reigu of
Hlenry II, whose first act it was, as
the Sovereign of the country, to,
ratîfy the proceedings of the Synod
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