
1869.]THE ONTA]

at hand, =ir net easily diatinguishable frein cach
,,thor. llniike tire Plurepean Ouoiroo, these
birda show mucir care and affection in bringing
up tiroir yntmng. Tiroir flesta, it is true, are very
cselcssly put toeotirer, being composed et a
fo« dry twrigs, maixed with weeds sud grass, aud
witi su little cencatity as semetirues to endairger
tuie tatety et tb,,r young birda, who net unfro-
quently fail 1ýirt et their uncomnfortable cradle.
Tho nest la gôueraiy fastencd te, thre horizontal
branci et a troe at ne great distance frein thre

ground.
Thre eggs, four or fivo Lu numbor, are et a

bright green coleur. The young arc ted wîth
inseets, wirich aise conatitute thre principal food

i of thre old birds, aithougli the latter are aise

sud te be addicted te, thre bad habit of suckirrg
the eggs et other birds, and thus comnritting
sud havock amengst tiroir neighbour's noats.
The fligirt et thre Cuck-,o la rapi&i and silent, aud
tuthougir awkward Lu ita movements os tire
grourrd, it la a very elegant lookiug bird when
sees porchedl anreng tire branches et tire trees.

>Thse Bhape of ittu body, aud tire long tailtfeathers,
giving it senre regemibian~te trte Carola
I Pve, or tire Passeliger Pigeon. Thre plumage
of thre Yeloe-?Billed Cuckeo isa &liglit greenisir
brown over the Wirole et thre upper parts, in-
éciuaing thre wig c6velts, sud two mniddle tail
feathers. Prirnsty quilla, vitir the inuer webs,

ibrownish orangé. Tail teatirera, excepting thre

i two muddle eues, blâcir, thre next two entirely
pb1uk, the rest broadiy tipped witir 'srite-tihe

i under p"rt are greyish white. The upper
Mszrdible browniuh blackr with yeilow miagiàj. is =uder taanaibié yello. Thre black-blled
½iety differs but littie in tire generai. colour et
%o plumbee, but thre uppor mandible la bïeowniah
rltck aud thre lower blirisi black, and there la a

ý.M e pace et a deep, ccret tint around the oye.
Âatriking cenitrant te, tire %hy retiring habita

f thre 1,frds juat de-.cribed ia presented by tire

Coyug bus. TymuitFy.Ctcr('vrantiw~
Meei)or ing Bird, os ho la contsionly

:110a elwbo:e siril tremulous note ig U etfia

il' Gvery dweller in thre countrytatc~.-xn

Mouir caviars thea ferct, but f'a-toer o oOi I;ej
grdn àpa--csu
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ul in June, and loftve3 iagnin for more southorn
latitudes abotit the beginning of Septomnbexr. It
ia a bold, fearlest bird, attacIng, without norul-
pli Iawk Crow, or Jay that may happen te
approach tëe ûeighbourhood of its noat, or aeon
thé orchatd or field which itfrocpients. Mount-
ing ràpidly i., tihe air, it peunces down upen the
heâid or back of the largor intruders, who be-
corne no annoyed and tormentedl, as wiflingly te
maire aprecipitat, rotreat. It pursues the onemy
sometimes for a mile,' and then satisfied that it
has done its duty, reiturns to its post quivoring
it wings, sud uttoring its simili notes Mi

Beetles, grasshoppers, crickets, and wiged
inseots of ail kurds terni thre principal food of
tis, bird, and tmycmtmsb euhvr

ingove a iel ofclover, with boatinýg wing,

ground and herbage for grasshopporà, which ae
afavourite diet. At other tinres, it takes itu

stand on thre top of an apple tree, a sako, or,
tail weed, frein which it swoops doivn upon thre

.asm nsects, tire snapping of its bill-the
deati warrant ef its pray-being audible at
souxe little distance. Towards autiunn, wiId
fruits of diffetont ldinds, sucir as biacirberr.*es,
elderberries, and whortleborries, constitute a
favourite part of its subsistauce, but it seldoin
or nover touchres garden fruit of any kind. It
la acoused of occasionaliy feoding upon honey
boes, but its deprédations in that way are seo
alight that they well desorve te be condoned for
the good service thre bird rendors thre farmeor,
both by the quautityoci insects which it devourà,
as well as by its uncoasing hestility te the plun-
derers of thre peuitry yards and thre creps.
. Thre uest cf thre King Bird is usualiy bufit on
thre horizontal brandi of an apple -or pear tree.
The outside consista et dried grass and 'weeds,
interw.ovtn with flakres et wool or tow, aud
lired with fine diry grass, fibrous roots, aud
horsehair. Thre eggs, frein four te, five in um-
ber, are reddish #vhite, mnarked with spots ef
dark brown. The plumaige et thia bird la very
liandacine. Thre g rioral colcvur et the upper
parts ia a darir bluisir gray, thre hea-d-darker.
The- feathers et thre crowu can be erected at will,
se as te terni a creat, below thre blackr surface of
which is seen a ricir scariet, ùr flame coloured

ch margiued with yellow. Wings and tail
brown;ph blackr, eacir feather et tire latter tipped

with white. Under parts greyish--wiite0, tirroat
pure whrite, thre brest tinged with ssh-gray.

Few of tire b.rds, which visiteour gardoens and
orchards at ti season of thre year, are moire
remarirabie fer tire beauty et tireir -plumage sudi
tire meiody of tiroir song, than thre oereac

r' ahy bird, kceping maucl in the forest. -where
tf-Ma mostly upen thre tender buds and bles-

icàGt tite es, aud upün insects whioh it
eÈdrc;jô* tici wing, 'but #hou tire cherries are
fipe Lu tire gardeons and orcha-rds, it often ap-

ôti i*, ur ileirngs, aud arnpIy repays us for
tr~I:ftuingt tlrdh it consumes by the lrcauty raid 11
-hzî-ôdiY Ô! 1-1-14teC. I heve nèvetInet witir a l'


