T4LES ON BOOKS.

that are not inconsistent with evolution,
virtually refute it by the general teach-
ings of anthropology, the sciences of
language and religion, and the history
of sociology. But I object to the thing
on ecthical grounds. It is very import-
ant that we should aim at making man
moral ; it is infinitely more important,
mark you, that we should have a moral
God. The evolutionist’s god, if he have
any at all, is an imperfeet and immoral
being. Tie docs not overrule external
evil for good ends, nor make the wrath
of w1 priise him ; he is the author of
evil and wrath.  Sin, which is *“any
want of conformity unto or transgres-
sion of the law of God,” ix made a ne-
cessity of evolution, a prominent feature
in the divine outworking. It is nothing
of tlie kind, but a melancholy and utter-
Iy pernicious accident of protaungelic
and human freedom. The true God is
responsible for granting the freedom
amd the dominion over inferior nature
that make the reign of  evil possible s
the lower free intelligence and potentate
is alone respousible for the inbringing
of sin and its cvil concomitants.  Ac-
coriding to Professor Drummond. when
Christ and the Scriptures speak of the
devil. they allegorize. Why not hecome
a Christinn Scientist at once. and sy
that evil only exists in the imagination?
It is all very well to soar away info the
realm of Keats' nightingale :

# Fade far away, dissolve: and quite

forget.

AVhat thou, in thy hright realin hast
never known,

The woariness, the fever, and the
fret.

Here. where men =it and hear each
other zroaun.™” -

but will it help you to bear the tooth-
achie. or bring your dead to life axain ?
“1 find then a kaw that, when T wonld
do good. evil is present with me”™  Yes,
and when I seck gfood, physical, tem-
poral, moral, spiritual. when T work for
it, live for it, ask it of wmy fellowmen.
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pray for it in agony of soul and over-
mastering faith in God's power and
goodness, it is still present with me in
i thousand hideous and revolting forms
that no imagination short of a besotted
brain dulled by opiites, itself a greater
evil, will away with. It is casy for men
living 2 joyous, unclouded life, with
wealth and friends and reputation, lead-
ing their triumphal car, to watch the
slow cvolution of good outof things evil,
and say God would have it so.  But,
zet you down into the evil, whether it
be in the slums of Whitechapel, or in
Darkest, Africa, ia our Montreal hospi-
tals, or where Russia's Czar lay dying.
and you are less than man or woman
if you fail in the excecding bitter cry
that shall yet cnter the cars of the Lord
of Sabaoth.

The Christinn Scientist denics the ob-
jective reality of evil in the form of
pain, suffering. and death ; the Chris-
tinn  Evolutionist. in  opposition to
Christ, delies the objective reality of
the devil and his angels : and doubtless
there are many who refuse to helieve
that tliere Is such a thing as sin. 0O
fools and blind. human moles in the
daylizht, having cyes that see not, and
lhicarts that  caunot understand, come
out of your brain-spun cobweb theorics,
and look tlie great realities in the firce !
Chirist has aftitmed that evil is not of
God. though it is in Him, and can only
be destroyed by Him ; and that there is
2 devil, @ prince of this world, xlthough
we cannot see him. I it were not so,
I would have told you” Do you want
to beeome i Spiritualist, and have fel-
lowship with the powers of darkness ?
Here is the first requisite—to become
ecqually at heart 2 liar, and deny that
Satan i While God is made vespon-
sible. throeugh evolulion or in whatever
other way, for the cvil that is in the
world, T do not wonder at Tennyson's
sving that * most men have mistaken
the devil for Gad.”™ To deny that arch
enemy’s existence is tor blaspheme the
Most High, and invoelve Ilis moral gov-



