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phy of history as to seize the principle of the relation betwecn
the tvo things and to state it so clearly.

In a certain sense we rnay say tliat this diversity of languages
w~as brougzht: about bv the direct in~tervention of God for t1ie
very purpose of defeatiîîg man's nlistaken ambition, as repre-
sented in the Geriesis story. Whiatever effect the on1e had on
the other wvas certainly by the divine intention, without which
ncthing whlatever cornes to pass. But, howevcr closely the
twvo things wvere connected in the dlivine pupoe it is -wholly
gratuitous to conclude tlîat the sacred writer meant to repre-
sent the confusion of tongues which, brought the wvork to a
stop as cither miraculous or sudden. The apparent sugges-
tion of suddenness arises wvholly froîîî the condensed and
drarnatic forni into, which fthc story îs thrown. In the absence

of (lefinite details we can onhr conjecture, of course, Nvhiat tho
actual progress of events w'as. But if wve nîay judge fromn the
way in wvhich. similar enterprises have usually been carricd
out ini the. east it -%ould be somcthing like this. When once
the scheme hadi been determine:l on and plans arranged,
instead of engaging a regular staff of workmen, skilled and
unskcilled, to be paid out of the public treasury, a cali would
bc miade for levies of forccd labor to carry out the work. Ail
wc.uld be expected to bear in -this wvay a slîare of thc burden.
Naturally, the earliest levies wvould be made on thiose nearest
at hand. As long as thcy contintied, ail wvould go wvell, f'or
these hadi not been geographically far separated froni cach

otlier, and if slighlt dialectical differences had arisen at ail, tlley

wvouId stili be mutually intelligible. But as the work pro-
gressed, it wvou1d be necessary tq-o go further and furthier afield,
until they drew from the outer fringes of the world's popula-
tion in opposite directions. The moment these came togethear

their differences would create confusion. Being unîntelligib'.e-

to each other, "mutual suspicions and jealousies would spring
up from the merest trifles. Any wveakness or wvant of resource

in the executive when broughit face to, face wvith this new~ pro-

bien, would certainly wvreck an enterprise, about which, pro-


