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VOIL. 1L

Eheologn.

HOLINESS THE ONLY IAPPINESS ON THIS
EARTIH.

The journey we are engaged in is indeed
great, and the way uphill; but the glorious
prize which is ret before us is also great,
and our great and valiant Captain, who has
long ago ascended up on high, supplies us
with strength. 1{ our courage at any time
fails ugy, let us fix our eyes upon him, and,
according to the advice of the apostle, in
his divine Epistle to the Hebrews, look unto
Jesus, removing our eves from all inferior
objects, that being carried ‘up on high, thev!
may be fixed upon him; which the original
words seem to import. Then being sup-
ported by he Spirit of Christ, we shall
uvercome all those obstacles in our way,
that seem most difficult to our indolent and
cffeminate tlesh. And, though the way
from the earth towards heaven is by.no
means easy, yet even the very difficulty
will give us pleasure, when our hearts are
thus eagerly engaged and powerfully sup-
ported.  Even difficulties and hardships are
attended with particular pleasure, when
they fall in the way of a courageous mind ;
as the poet Lucan expresses it, “ Serpents,
thiret, and burning sands, are pleasing
to virtue. Patience delights in hardships ;
and honour, when it is dearly purchasq{ is
posseseed with the greater satisfaction.”

If what we are told concerning that glo-
Tious city obtain credit with us, we shall
checrful{y travel towards it, nor shall we
be at all deterred by the difficulties that
may be in the way. Bat, however, as it is

true and more ruitable to the weakness of

our minds, whichare ratherapt to be affested
with things present and near than such as
are at a great distance, we ought not to
pass over in silence, that the way to the
happiness reserved in heaven, which leads
through this earth, is not only agrecable
because of the blessed prospect it opens
and the glorious end to which it conducts ;
#ut also for its own sake, and onaccount of
the innate pleasurs to be found in it, is tar
nreferable to any other way of life that can
be made choice of or indeed imagined. Nay,
that we may not, by low expressions, dero-
gate from a matter so grand and so conspi-
cuous, that holiness and true religion which
leads directly to the highest felicity, is it-}
welf the only happiness, as far as it can be
enjoyed on this earth. \Whatever natural-
ly tends to the attainment of any other ad-
vanlage, participates, in some measu
the nature of that advantaze. Now
wav to perfect felicity is z mcans, that,
in a very great measure participates of
the nature of its end; -pay, it is the
beginning of that happiness, it is also
to be considered as a part of it, and
differs from it, in its completest state not
so much in kind, asin degrce; so that in
scripture it has the same names ;, as, for
instance, in that passage of the Evangelist,
This 13 life cternal, that they mght Lnow
thee, the only true God ; that is, not only
the way to eternal life, but also the begin-
ning and first rudiments of it, secing the
same knowledge when completed, nr the
{full beatific vision of Gndl, is cternal hife in
its fulness and perfection. Nor does the
divine apostle make any distinction between
these two. Naw, sayw he,1we see through
a glass darkly, but then 1w¢ shall sce openly,
or as he expresses ity _face (o fuce. Now 1
know in part; bdut then I shall kaeor
oten as 1 also cm known. They wih
be there perfectly holy and without spot;
and cven here they arc called hol; and,
in some respect, they are so. Hence
it is, that those who are reaily and
tmlzsood and pious are, in scripture, of-
ten calied blewsed, though they are not fally
=l 0. Blcseed is the man thet
_,ﬁcrul she Tlessed arg the undofl
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ithis subject are not altogetherto be rl‘]nct-i Providence.  For wlhat s there that can of epirtinad blewsinge < placed within his
ied ; for they almost unammously are, pe~sibly gne unewaness to i whocom-, feach, « Blessed Le Gialdy even the Fathes
jagreed that fehicaty, so far a< 1t can be en-uutx huneclt enticely to that paternal goed. ot cur Lard Jesus Christ, who hath blessed
ijoyed in this hfe, consists, solely, or at lea t ness and wisdoan, wWhedi e huows 1o be un wetho dlspnt il Blesanga m heavenly
primeipally, in virtue.  But, as'to there as-;mfnte, and »o urely devolyves the care of places m Christ Jesue® () wandrous con.
Isertion, that this virtue is perfect i a por-; all his concerns upon it} Peltavn o man, to have God so near to him
tfect Iife, 1t 18 rather expressing what were It any ot you vbject, that we witen gee v all that he calle upon him fort  “All
ito be wished, than describing thingrs as they jrood men mevt with resere treatenty and th sy whatever ye asi i my nanio, be-
jare.  They nught have sanl with more also red, that many are the affictions of Levog, veshall recena, In all sickness,
itruth and justice, that it i< bmpertect rhe rizhieonsy Dansner—da you not also needs or any other adienaty in all dutles,
jin an imperfect hie 5 which, no doubt,read Wit mamedviteiy sedows? It theym il sutformgs, 1 oll high aspirationa of
‘woull have satisfied them, w they had, Lord derierein hing ot of then all, Paal the soul anter Gad; there inthe throne, the
Jknown, that 1t was to be made perfectivaxm. 1 And st vounl be wduess to Intercessar, the werey.ceaty the prowise,
m auother place, and m anather hfe deny, that this more than cotpen-ates the jthe fulness ot Ged.  Largely he has be.
that truly deserves the name, and willjother. But netier are the wiked quite stowed; largely o inay now bostow; but
be complete and perfect.  In thus however, fexempoad trv tie nueirtunes aad <alume wha shall mea<aen or tithom that fulness of

we hearuly agree with thew,that virtue orj
as we rather choose to express it piety,|

of all virtues andall wisdom, 15 the only
hapviness of this life, so far as 1t is capable
thereof.

And f we seriously consider this stthject
but a httle, we shall find the saying of the
wise King Solomon concerning tlus wisdotn
to be unexceptionably true 3 HHer wways are
ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are
peace.  Doth relignion require any thing of
us more than that we live svberly, righteous-
ly, Md godly in this present world ' Now
what, I pray, can be more pleasant or
peaceable than these ! Tewmperance 13 al
ways at Jeisure, luxury always in a hurry.
The latter weakens the body and poliutes
the soul, the former is the sanctity, purity,
and sound state of both. It is not one of
Epicurus’s fixed maxuns, that * life can
never be pleasant without virtue.” Vices
seize upon men with the violence and rage
of furiea ; but-the Christian virtues rewlen-
ish the breast which they inhabit witha
heavenly peace and abundant joy, and
thereby render it like thatof anangel. The
slaves of pleasure and carpal affections
have within them, even now, an earncst of
future torments ; so that, in this present
life, we may truly apply to them that ex-
pression in the Reveclations, They that
worship the beast, have no rvest day or
mght.” “There 1= perpetual peace with the
humble,” says the most devout A’Kempis,
“ but the proud and the covetous are never
atrest.”’

If we speak of charity, which is the root
and springof justice, whata lasting plea.

1en tiese tudl upon them, |
to sappert them under

ties of Lte ; and wl
thes have nochoyr

thesr,  Buat a true Chrastian, encouraged
by a good conscience and depending upan
the divine farvour, bears with patience all
these iy, by the effurts of gencrous luve
and uushahen fanh.  They all recm hght}
to hua,  He deapises what he suffers, while
he waits with patience for the object of lus|
hope.  And uu&ce-l what either m Lifeor an,
death can he be airad of, whose Bife s bia
with Christan God o and of whon stinay he.
justly said, without exaggeration, «If the |
world should be crushed aud broken to pie-;
cey, he would be undannted, even while the
rums fell upon his head ¥'—Arecibishop
Leghten's Lectures on Theulngy.

RECONCILIATION WITH Gud.
From the Manuscripts of My, Watson,

T'o be reconciled to God, i the sense of
the holy Scrnipture, 13 not the accammoda.
tum of sonre slicht and accidental ditfer-
ence. ‘I'he quarrel 18 deep; and the result
of persevering enmity onour partisdeadly. |
Our case s not that of a son forfeiting, by,
some imprudence, a father’s sunle; buw)
that of chuldren disinherited. It s more.!
It 13 that of suljects convicted of cajutal.
ofitnces, and under a wentence of death,
which extends to the soul, and threugh!
elernity.  Proportioned to the evi =z the:
blessing 3 and 10 the fatal character of the
quarrel is the glory and grace of the recon-!
cibation.

o

To be reconciled 13, na wurd.;
tobe again placed in a state of absolute and
eternal friendslip with our uffended Gixd.!
‘T'o tdux all obnt,\c]lcs have been removed on'!

tiod which restared triendship offers! The
language of St. Paul surinks to feeblenass

which i3 absolutely the swn and substance ysuch pressures, wne to eatricate or delwor 12 the grasp of the mighty thought. He

wgneth cxcoeding abundantly aboveallthat
we askor thnk.”

3. Friondslup with God comprahends a
constant, vital, and hallowing inmtetcourse
with lum. % Your sins have separated be.
tween God and v That is the most
sinphatie note of the sad eflects of our trans.
gressong.  But that tremondous evil ie
removed by reconcihation.  Nor is amy
thing exproseed m stronger language than
tlus Ly the sacred writers.  Our Lord pray-..
ed thatbelievers aight be one with him, as
he is oue with the Fathor.  They are joined
to the Lord, so ax to he one spinit with him.
A gense of God! T'his is the highost at.
tament of man; and itclides couscious
support from hitn: an mtervet in his
my love: the renewing mfluence of his
Spint. No longer is the spirit carried about
m ary orcles, secking 3 rest whith it
cannot find. “T'he dove raturn to the ark.
The contre e restured ; and the aachinery
plays aroundat.  God 1 the native elosiont
ot souis. ‘They have no light, no lifs, no
purity; hut his reconcidimtion renda the vell
which has incloaed us in the damps and
darkness of earthhinesx. When we sre
inade rensihle of our Joes, we do not at
once roganil. We pass through our nlv:
of pengtence, hike the traveller watehi
the morming; but it hreaks at Jast.
treshnpss of the brecae revives uss the
clonds part; and then conies the bLurst of
day, surrounding us, and all about us, with
the vitai wlory.  That light we shall never
lore, uniess we wilfutly hide ourselves

sure does it diffuse through thesoul! En- i1 it 1= exchangod for the perfected

the part of Him who might have retained Irom i, i

el

vy,” as the saying is, “ has no days of festi-
vity ¥ it enjoys not evea its own advan.
tages, while it is tormented with those it
sees in the possession of others; but char-
ity 18 happy, not anly in its own enjoyments,
but also in those of others, even as if they
were its own : nay, it is then most happy
in the enjoyment of its own good things,
when, by hberahty, it makes thesn the pro.
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periy of others. In short, it is a Goditke
vittue. There is nothing more divine in
‘man, “ than {o wish well to man, and to do
{rond to as many as one porsibly can”  Dut:
ipiety, which worships God in conetant
prayer and celebrates Iim with the hrghe
I'esl praises, raises man above himseli, and
ignes him rank aniong the angels.  Ant!
{ conteinplation, which 18 indecd the moer!
genmpe and purest pleasure of the humarn:
roul, and the very summit of fehe:ty, 18 ve!
where so sublime aud enriched, as it wil!
be found to b in true religion, where 1 |
may expatiate n a svstem of divine truth.
most exiensuveyclear and infallibly  certam:,
mysteries that are most profound 3 and,
hopes that are the most exalted ; aad he
that can render theae subjects familisr to
his mind cven on this carth esfjays a Life
replete with heavenly pleasure. ™
I might enlarge greatly on this subject.
and add 2 t macy other considerations
10 those lm‘c alreddy offered, but I shail
only further observe that that sweet vitue
of contentment so cfiectual for c}:mig‘jhe
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his anger for ever, by that wondrous act of
wisdom and love, the mft ot Christ. *God
18 love””  Ihis anger, therefore, 18 princi-
pie, uot pass e The diicutty ot showing
merey to s.anets has beeu overcome by the
death of Chri~t m onr stead ; and npow the
abutidant mercy of God fons forth, and he
reconciles all to kimeelf who accept the
grace. ‘The guestion then 1, 1t the recon. s
ahation i< triendship with God, what docs|
this melude ! t

1. It cetunenens with tae forgiveness of,
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aae.  That adt re<tures the tnendstup, It}
mciodes U sree and il torgicuess of!

st It leaves no hinguring anzer in the,
srd o: Gody and ro trice of gzt on the!
conscence,  Lave, Weundless e, flows!
frors the haa o the Father, cwbracang
his Irtehiid. £iLal eontidesce and grati.,
tude ~pring up w tha breast of the zubject,
of Una miene s Bian ty a8 subduad by Jove,
exireine; wad fear wiieh hath tormnent st
cant ont.  Tha sery « 0 is torgaiten; and!
the fr.ondslin to an 1 kis unginal glory,’
and to the sugeis that nover a:nnod, is unt
mote pern t than s to that 3
roconciled 1o God by the desth ot hin Son. !
2 Fnendehip with God inclodes the:
tight 1 pray. 1 grant thas tius is grven be-
foro actial secanciinton takes place; bat
it is given oaly in wsrtue of God's roconcd-
ing the werld unto himsclf, and wilh refor-
ence sctual reconciliation. There is

.

nan who e '

vision o1 {rd

4. Friendalup with God is the pledge of
safety.  \When [ ray safety, I mean o use
the term absclutaly, xo long as this relation
ot friendshup 10 muntamed. It is of thin
that the Apostle speaks, and speaks to
(“hristians ens:r ned by more than ondi
dangers, Wit 0 he vare, “And who is he
that wil hirm vou, o ve be foliowers of
that which -~ gexxi "' Jloss any ooe amile
at thie, nud ask, “Do vot the frisads of
Chrat sufier!™ Ve anwwor, Yoo’ “Are
they not e ovpreaaed and poort are not
thels very nerson~ s nelimes porsycusted
rven unh-‘ urath !’ %~ angwer, Yes.”
“«Are thry rot then Lamed 3 is the trie
mphaat el cirminr quostion. We say
both, ths! 1nev ar > harnmed,” and tint
they are nef s pud vet wo uttar the words
of truth ana ~olernear.  We répeatthe as.
mermn, that tiwy e put out of the way of
simeny ;" and ikl they are invulnerable
and vdecrectitle For toll me bow;ou
can, .1 an. gowl reuse, “harm® a friead
of Uiy santa ng bne fidalty? 1 give
vou za atins, 1.0 3.3 ions of the wordd,
aml e canors erne of & tright{el death.
Que ward ot Cheies dienipatos the whole ar-
rav. “Feur we them that can kil the
boady, 3nd ai'er thet have no more tiat th
can du’* There 1+ the Iimie, beyond
they cxant pass. U body, and the omt-
ward thiags wiuch mey k. O puny
power of san!  Shat up the Apmities in
prion; but the free rpirit
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