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A BRAHMAN WORSHIPING THE
STN.

The Inghest caste among the Hindus is
the Brahman. The Queen's son cauld not
be more nrond of his birth than is the
poorest Brahman. The most important
ceremony of his life is the putting on the
sacred thread. Heis then said to be
twice born. "It is like putting ona crown,
in thag it brings him all the honors of his
caste.  Formerly, all lower castes when
meeting the lordly Brahman would give
him the sign of religious reverence, but
this custom is passing away. Thisis ow-
ing to the fact that the Brahwaus were
once more confined to religious duties
and temple worship. Now they are quite
ready fur clerkships and govermment cw-
ployment, and business generally.  Also,
government schools aud the railway tund
to jostle tagether high and low.

strict Brahmaus say that two hours
the morning and two howrs at evening are
needed to perform worship as it should be,

On rising in the morning this Brahmau
must gotothe nearest streamortank. He
wmust throw water eight times over his
head. He then dips three times in the
water, repeating three prayers, and wor-
ships the rising sun.  Duaring this worship
he touches varions parts of his body with
his wet hand.  If he should suceze, as is
not uncommon on a chilly mounning, Le
touches hus right eat as a token of being
restored. Fire, water, sun, moon, and
air are always in the right ear of a Brah-
wan.  He then closes his eyes and re-
peats manv  prayers in  adoration of the
sun. He then offers water to the sun.
Again throwing water over himself cight
times, he stands facing the east, repcating
prayers. Brahmans who shorten the even-
ing worship are gencrally carefu} to secure
the morning duties. In some casesa
houselld has its priest, and the menibers
are called together tu hear him repeat
sentences, or names of gods,’and to see
him go through various ceremonies. He
has wany little brass cups and spoons, and
when | have aseen these attempts at wor-
ship I have olten been treublod beenuse .

;

could not realize that this was idol wor-
ship. It seemed like children playing at
couking, only the performer waga gray-
haired wan or onein the prome of life, and
it secmed as if he onght to kuow Letter.

Were you in India you would seo in the
eariy morning these Bialunaus going and
coming ‘o and from the tank or river
They always wash their own clothes, or,
rather, they used todo so. A mushn
cloth of tlaee yards fustened akout the
waist, and another, won as & mantle oras
a turbun, were the usual dress. So jou
would see the Brahiuan coming from the
water with the clethabout the waist quite.
wet, and the other just wrung out un his
shoulder or in his hand,  He would algo.
be carrying a little, bright, shining, biass.
vessel full of water, which would be cnc-
fully kept for drinkirg water for the day,
Now, however, through the infinence of
wore 1efined ideas of dress, many wear
jackets and such attire as requites starch
and ironing, and the old-taue custuns
pass away. DBut how can all this mean-
migless flourishing of water callcd man-
ing devdtions e dharged fi pureand true
worship from the heart to a Loly God? You
do not need that 1 tell you. - The Mirsica
Layspring.

NO DIFFERENCE.

A little black girl, cight years old, was
setting the table, when a boy in the roonw
said to her, “Mollie, do you pay¢”

The suddenness of the question con-
fused her a hittle, but she answered, ““Yes,
every night.”

“Do you think God hears you {” the
boy asked.

She answered promptly, “1 know He
does.”

**But do you think,” said he, trying to
puzzle her, *that He hears your prayers
a8 readily as thuse of white children v’

For full three minutes the child kept
on with her work; then she slowly said,
**Master Geurge, 1 pray into God's ears,
and not His eyes. My voice is just Lke
any other little girl's and, if 1 say what 1
aught to say, God does not stop to leok at
my siiz.”



