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left beliind, for the Churcli of ail time, a
serions %varning, shie bas aise bequcathied te
us lessons of encouragement and hope. It
~vas this Cliurchl that, strenuously endea-
voured te raise the standard of Christian
living. 1-er very mistakes and heresies
arose frorn ber aixning higli. She gave to,
the Chiurcli Universal a S. Oyprian, a Per-
petua, a Tertullian. Above ail she gave an
Augustine.

1robably no man since S. Paul has more
influenced the Church and lier teachingr than
this eminent saint. H-e stands out con-
spiecuis among the hoes of the past. I-lis
tltougchts bave beceme tbe thoughits of the
%vhiole Christian worId. Augustine %vas born
at Thagaste, a city of Nuinidia, in the
vuear 354. 1-is mother, «Lonica, was a
Chiristian,, bis fathcr a heathien. At the
ea-ly age of seventeen hoe lest his father,
and vtas henccfortb dependent upon bis
inother for lis train -ig. There is anotlier
S. Augustine whomn our Cliurcli las reason
to remember %vith aifectionate gratitude-
lie ivo came over at the bidding of Gregory
to, plant Chiristiaitity in Saxon Eugland.
The two must not be confounded. Tbev

were very different mnon. And the S.
Ailgustinu of Cauiterbutry may Weil Un'gagu
Our tbotights on another occasion.

The influence or a good mother is not al-
ways appaw.nt, at once in the charaider of bier
chili]. Often slue bias to suifer grievous dis-
appuintmnt. The seed slie bas talien se
mucli p.ins tu, imnplant dues not zpring Up.
lier son is vilfuil and %vayward. Nie strays
as :. prodigal into ft istant laids. le pays
xio heecl to lier wvords. Ifle laug(,lis at lier
fears. But let lier only persevere iii faiit!.
The seed is not lost. lt is but bttrie.- deup
in the soil. 1-er prayers and licr tears.are
not in vain. Ihey i% ill bring fui Lh fruit iu
dlue sea1sen.

It %vas se with «Monica. Many a day was
to pass before she could w'itness the resuits
of lier labours in lier son Augustinie. tNueli
of bis early life lie ,:pent in idleness and
%vore. Ho became fainiliar with vite, and
saiîak deeper ar.d deeper into it. Th(. lioly
&.ripturcs bad no attraction for liimnzit, this
t.r.eriod. As they fell upon his cars they

wcere meanîngless to in. It was the time
of the sowing of bis ivild cats. It is some-
times said that a mnan is none the wvorse for
sowing in his youtli wild oats. ' Let bim,
see,' it is iargucd, ' all sides of life; the ex-
perience will stand himi in good stead wben
lie subers down.' Sudl an argument is boLli
wrong and fallaeicus; for let alone the faet
that ' to sow %vild oats' is but another tern
for sinning against the Most High and the
Most iio)y, it is certain in ail conditions of
life, that ' iwhatsoever a man soweth that shall
lie aiso reap.' The story of Augustine gives
ne encouragement to sucli sentiments. 1-lis
earIy sîns laid up for bim pangs of sorrew
aud remnorse, wvhich neyer left hiim until bis
dying day. The memory of a great sin
once committed iwil1l baunt us to the end.
The Psalmist's advice as to how te obtain
peace .t the last is good and sound. It is
to 'l.eep innocency and take heced unto the
thing tbat is riglit.' To have been forgiven
after a fali is blesser]. But not to bave
fallen at ail is more blessed.

cBut S. Atigustine suiered furtiier for bis
eal is ti the nxisfortune cf thie care-

les ad snflof those whose livesar
undisciplincd, that te the first teachers wvho
may cruss their path they fail an easy prcy.
Tlxey have ne power cf di.hcerninge between

riglit and wrorig. Knoiving nothing better,
thcy accept the first kind uf teacling that
ct.mes to baud, and thus unwittingly fali

victinis te gross error. It %vas s0 with
Augustine. lie had te takie a roundabout
wvay to the truth. It wis Ly a long and tor-
tuous path of darkness tlîat lie finally reacbed
the liglit. Far bappier those whlm learn

te te.,t wav at the otLetl who with a single
eye bave -race te make straigit, for the goal.

At the aige cf twenty Augustine became
Manchen.A strange and fantastie heresy

it iris. The.ilaniclicans helieved in a god of
liglut and a god of darkness. They forbade
their people te ont flesh. They migit not
qven gathier the fruits of the carth or pluck
a bierli with their ewn bands. MNudli of their
teaching wvas the Nvildest nonsense. Augustine
soon becaxne %. caried cf this crecd, and sought
eag.'crly for sume bigler forni cf trutb. Mie
had corne te, loathe lis life cf sin. He de-
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