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hansted in the strangling grasp of kinglypower.
The vehement struggles of the Parliaient of
Pa-ris for the rights of the "ithird Estate " had
'lOt WhoIly ceased, and that last effort of a

lant people for their expiring liberties, the
Inlsurrection of the Fronde, which shook the
r'ÙnoritY of the l4th Louis, had flot yet passed
f'ron the sympathies and memory of French-
inen. The popular rigrhts of the nation had
'lot' yet sunk into that duil lethargy which
froze their energy for so many long years, tili
Btaiitled into warmth and life by the spreading
flanles and the wild trumpet of the revolution.
Y1et the enrigrants who pitched their tents in a
eOrth Amnerican forest seemed to have not

enel a wish to l'orm in the vast heart of new
PirRice even the sembiance of a popular Gov-
eflient. In this they displayed the loading
difference between their character and that of
their Anglio-Saxon rivais for Empire. To this
inay doubtless be traced back the marveilous

dsIirt in the resuit of their respective
labours. One race laboured to lay broad and
dep the foundations of a migbty society, flot
ý-'fW0rthy of thg glorious stock froma whence it
ePrung, initating ail that wvas splendid in the
Iistitutions of its parent, and endeavouring to
leject what was acknowledged to be vicions, or
alt the best, useiess :-the other made no sucli
elfrIt, and from choice or apathy, each individ-
nea abandoning ai bis relative duties as a
tnemXber of a civilized community, took no
thOught about the laws by wbich be was ruled,
"nd hardiy seemed to be aware of the character
of his rulers.

A- the lath century advanced, the difference
between. the progress of the French and British
Aýrnerican Colonies hecame more and more
aLPParent. During this period the Englisb navy
"ý gradually proving its superiority over that
or France, and llawke, Benbow, and Boscawen,
Were acquiring brilliant reputations at the
eelce of their faUen foes. As ber inferiority
01u the seas became more evident, the condition
QUid Prospects of lier Colonies became darker,
alid France early in that century must bave
felt the reins slipping from ber hands. The

'20Qmriiatonbetween the Mother Country
and ber American possessions, dependent as

thyWere to a great extent on ber exertions
fol'their maintenance, becamne every year more
dlCnlt ; and as the indefatigable perseverance
of ber southera neigbbours was gradually
exteflding northward the name and influence of

F

England, she was losing the confidence and
support of ber Indian allies, and becoming
more and more isolated and dependent on
E uropean aid. The life of tbe French Colo-
nist was during the many eventful years that
preceded the conquest of Quebec, a most unen-
viable existence. The constant warfare with
tbe British anti aborigines incessantly called
the yeoman from the plough to the garrison.-
The lands were neccssarily lefi; uncultivated,
while the peasantry were figbting for their
very lives with an apparently exhaustless and
indestructible foe. Writers of that period
gave a mnelancboiy picture of the bardsbips
endured by the Canadians. Every page of
their annals is stained with a bloody legend of
some fearful Indian massacre,-some sudden
irruption of Huron or Iroquois, and devastation
of happy and peaceful bomestc'ads. We hear
of the French garrisons of sucb posts as Nia-
gara or Detroit, dying of the ravages of scurvy,
being compelled to live for long months on
sait provisions, and not daring to go far enough,
from the walls of their fortress to gather a few
green berbs, for dread of the rifle and scalping
knife of their unwearied assailants. Then as
to the price of provisions,-of tbe common
necossaries of life, and tbe general condition of
commerce, we find striking details in some
recently published records of the period, drawn
from the archives of Paris.

For example, it is stated that a barrel of wine
bougbt in France for 50 livres, could flot be
delivered in Quebec at a cost of less than 277
livres ! to whicb wvas to bo added the Quebec
trader's retail profit."* Insurance, which. rose
to .50 and 60 per cent, and freight froma 450 to
1000 livres a ton, accounted for this exorbitant
price. This item may be taken as a specimen
of the prices paid by tbe Canadian settlers for
European goods-even for the productions of
their oun Mother Country, which of course
reaclhed thern free of euty. The Provincials
along the British American sea-board were
neyer placed undersimilar inconveniencesbut on
the contrary continued springing into comomer-
cial wealtb and poli,,ica1 importance at a rate
rapidly outstripping the tortoise-like progres

* L'Eau de Vie s'est vendue jusqu'a 200 livrez
la reltp, ceque fait 25 livres la pince. Un chapeau
de laine, des plus communs, qui vaut quarante sols
en France, s'est vend, quarante et cinquante francs,
et les autres marchandices etu proportion.


