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Austwicke held bis wife, struggling, as Blie was, valescent lad flot gene, those hungry cyes, sein ber s'ca cf doubLa. And iL did bave some soon te close on tuis world, would bave fniled
effect ; sa "Iso had tic Doctor's clieery words-. Lu Sec whnt tbey languisbed for.

"lFancies %ù-1 follies go together," oaid the Wben Ruthi entered the room, she saw riglit
latter; Il take a !id-- -,ii brseback, and get rid before bier the fixed gaze of the wenry eyes.cf both, and be tbaanKf il for your besutiful Ger- Something prompted lier flot to buse a moment,
trude. You usod to sny, and not se long back, but te rush forward ait once. Tic power cf
if sho grew cuL cf cDnspicuoýis littleness, you vision liad nuL left tic dying gaze ; with a con-
would have nothiug to compflain cf ; and iiie, vulsive effort the iman raised bimself in the bcd,
pretty sprite, lias obeyed you, eh? And, by tic Lhew open bis aras wildly, then, with a gurgling
way, I bad almost forgot ; Vve a pot iticri ta pre.. moan, foîl forward on bis face. A nurse in the
sent from rny E lla : sie wishes you ivould spare ward ran te belp Ruth, wio was lifting bixn
Gortrude for a moutl or 80 tuis autumu. Do eagerly. Tbey laid liii back on bis pillow. Aoblige us. Professional muatters kecp me lu Lon- teadcn hue spread over ail the features ; the eyes
doit hiii season : iL is liard on Ella ; for sie aud wore row closed.
I nover part company." "IlSpeak a me 11 faltered Ruth.

Mrs. Austwicke scemed actually to catchi at She Ienned lier bosd against bum te listen forides, and inuttoredJ sometiing about net being an answer, and dimly heard soie luttering,
able te take Gertrude to Scarboreugli. broken words net wiolîy unintelligible Lu bier-ThoVin you corsent ? thnnk you. But I must '- Make--cean-breast-mercy..in---...
go. Rupertwill have a rigit te cemplain, and Thea came silence ; a struggle lieaved the
tiat's more than I tiink yen bave, my dear ma- ciest a moment. She tried Lu place bis head
dam." differeutly, but iL feil heavily aside from lier

Witb ploasant greetings Lbey separated, and, bauds in the last rigour tiat followed. She
as bath lusband snd wife lingored iu tic draw- needod tu one Lu tellllber as, looking on the
ing-room sud watclied the Docter's departure dead, she wailed those saddest cf ail sud words
fromn the windows, Mr. Austwicke said, very -"1 l'm too baLe I-tee late 1"'

"Iua, ncvoraI, r. uswikIleqes Was lie your busband V" inquired the nujse,
thii1 ms4 nceforall Mrs Autwikereqesteampassionatoly, as sic neticed Lie large-framod

tat this tepic, in the mystorieus way yen Liink womau reîbliug fromn bond te foot, pale, and
proper te comment on i, shah bW named ne gasping, yet unable te shed a tear, or, indeed,
more. IL will Je ali cleared up seen." for a moment tu speak.

"But Dr. Griesbacb is a friend cf Lie family." Il Well, it's a satisfaction yeu've seen liii even
"Yes ; and I value liii highly. But to ne as yen have. I nover tliought lied last out su;

one wilb I bave anything binted in a way te but come away-comc away.")
injure Gertrude. l'ai amazed nt yen I Permit And Ruth was led Lu a littIe room of the
mae tosay there's a wanutcf sense and feeling iu nurse's that abutted on tic ward, where she re-i. Let'a bave ne pnore cf iL. I'm glad lie iuvited mmcnd until sic coubd regain coîposuro.
the poor chld ; your mauner depresses ber." Later in tic day aie booked agnin oti theWbien Mr. Austwicke, ordiuarily se easy sud dead ; aud having been told the arrangementsgood-natured, was reused, hoe could assume n Lbat were needful te make for the removal oftoue tint bis wife, as well as ail the faxily, mnust tic body, sud the expeuses cf tLb funeral, eh,
cbey ; and tiat lad 'nîl tic force cf contrast left the infirmary.
with bis usual maniior te make it impressive. lier usual stolid look lad rcturued te ber face,
Hia lady, therefore, inade ne reply ; but, putting and tic nurse, whiniiber avecatiens was net
lier liandkerchicf Lu lier eyes, swept out cf tic unaccustomed tescec people who Feemed te lic
room. well-to-do servants, and wio, w-heu tiey came

CHAPER LI. ee LT£.tu pay their last attentions te their kinsfolks,
CEÂPER LI. OO LTE.weul show grent reserve about themscîves or

INoue amc ail evil. Quick'ning round hie heart. Lbeir employaient, respected RuLh's silence, sudWere yet somo feelings that wouid net depart,"1 manifested nu surprise wien she beard tint sic
Bvacrl. coubd net attend the funeral, meroly snying-

We must take our rendors back a little way in "lBut I suppose yen kuow bels lad anetier
our stery. On the Saturday that Ruth ad friend besides yeou te visit li-an old man?7"
aaked for a holiday, she lad, as sIc said, gene te diYes, I know. I'm geing te liii; lie wilb sec
Winchester. Sic kuew enouRh cf M~iss Aust.. te wbat lias te bc donc."
wicke by attending on, and watdhing tint lady,
te bc sure sic îvould bc roluctant te let lier go
cuL for more tian an heur or twe. Ever since
sic lad been employed te post certain letters cf
Miss Austwicke's, witi the nie and address cf
Il Burke," aie was kept as dbsely as possible in
atteudance on lier mistress. The grreat receni-
inondation being net any talents oraptitude ahe
possessed, but lier want of eue acquiremeut: Miss
Austwickc beieved siecoculd ucither rend uer
,write ; sud iL was a passpert, if net te faveur,
certainly Lu cenfidential employmeut. However,
on tint Saturday, as wc have seen, Ruthi weut
ber way, sud IL conducted lier, first te Winches-
ter, sud tien te the men's ward cf au iuflrmnry
there, where, nearly at bis lat gasp, lny a mise-
ralle man) whio for Lwu wbole dnys previuusly
bad been sinking ; sud yot nmid all bis wenk-
xiess scarcely movcd bis gbaziug *eyes froni the
outrance door cf tic ward wiicli wns opposite
bis bcd. lis lifo seemod faintly Lu linger-
stayed by tic streng yearning aftcr soie oe
ho wislied te sec once more.

A patient disdhnrged two days previeusly lad
been paid by ticdying man te carry a message te
Ruth, sud lad faitifîilly executed bis commis-
sion, whieh had been the cause cf lier asking
fôr the holiday. Net tint tIe sick manu bînd
boen wbolly negloctcd by acquaintance, or lad
used nu other menus previously cf etting lier
know. lie lad boen visited twice during tic
last fortnight by cur cld acqualntanc@, Burke,
wbu 1usd aken charge cf certain messages, and
oneO urgent btter, written with grent difficulty,
imploring lier ta ceme ; neither cf wluici lîad
been delivered. And if Lie more faithfnl con-

CLIAPTER LIII. STRUGGLING IN THE TOILS.
Oh, conscience! who can stand beforo they power,
Endure thy stings and agonie& one hourYl"

Joux FLAv'EL.
With a look of desolation settling on ber

heavy features, Ruth had left the walls that held
ber dead, and souglit among a nest of small
streets in the lower part of Winchester for the
muan Burke, who was s0 mixed up in the wretcb-
ed jurnble of ber life. She was about to ring
the bell at the side porch of a quaint, old, gabled
house, partly uscd as a broker's sbop, that looked
searned and rickety with age, when ber baud was
arrested by the opening of the door, and the man
she songbt stood, or rather stooped, before ber.
Ile wvas more grey, bont, nnd shrivelled than
when we saw him last ; and the inflrmity, toil,
or habit whicli bad bowed bis back into a sort
of arch, necessita;ted bis looking up so obliquely
tbrough bis sbaggy, grey bair, that it increased
the furtive keeness of bis vulpine eyes. Neither
spoke as tbey met. The door-step being between
tbem, ecd regrarded the other a moment in
silence. Btit there was to the man's eyes tbat
indefinable something in the white, beavy face of
the woman before hlm, that ho read wliat had
liap pened at the inflrmary, and lie whined out,
in an insinuating wisper-

ci Ou ifssadl1am ; were ye in time ? 1 was
just going over to the Cliace to get sigit Of ye,
and let ye know how bad lie was."

Il'1Just going 1''deed, are ye V" sbe answcred,
cboking with emotion. IlAnd you knew lie hadl
bis dead ail on him, and ye did not briiig me ai
word-not one: 1'Just goiug 1P Oh, YOu maY
stay now." lier voice failed ber.

"Whist 1 Ruth, whist P" li cried, stili holding
1the door in bis hand, as if unwilling or afraid t(>
letber enter. "Be patient, yeve dune your part
by bim, if ever woman did; but I canna just
speak bere. There's lodgers and chuldren wan-
dering ail about the bouse. lIlI meet ye at the
ould place in a wee."1

R1e came out of the doorway into the strept,
and, passlng ber before sbe could check ber sobs
and reply, ho turned into a eovered passage miore
quickly than, fromn bis bent forin and sbuffinig
s teps, miglit bave been expec ted. One or two ch il-
dren, stopping their manufacture of dirt pies by
the gutter, looked at Ruth as sho stood, baîf stifle.i
by the duli, heavy beating of lier heart. T heir gaze
recalled bier caution ; she turned in an opposite
direction from that taken by the mian, passed
througb some better streets to wbere the~ old
cathedral loomed grandly before ber, thon,
tirougli a paved side passage, cmerged into the
spacious graveyard that lies about the venerablo
edifice. She had evidontly been usod to mnake
this a place of meeting ; and thougli there is a
thorouglifar through it in soveral directions,
yet its space permits unnoticod wanderings in~
quiet nooks sbadowed by the stately buttrosses
of the granâ old building, ail broodod over by
solemnasilence. Here the threadbare garb of the
old man, Burke, faded to, a faint brown with
age, was so in barmoney with the walls that, as
lie croucliod and ohamblod along the walls, lic
was scarcely seen, unloss, as in Rutb's case, lie
was being looked for. She approaclied him,
and, as lie slirank into an angle, and restod bis
bent back there, not the wildest Gothic fancy
could have tracod a more grotesquely Vicious
gurgoyle than lie formned. As Ruthstood bofore
hi, lier massive fori quite shut liii out froin
observation. Their first conversation was a
serios of reproaches on Rutb's sido, and of justi-
fication and awkward condolences on bis, to
which were added promises of bis attending
to, the last offices cf dnty to the dead. ii
manner was singularly conciliatory. It was
evidont one means of holding Ruth in bis
power was loosened, if flot lost, and that
something like fear had crept over bis hitherto
bard, deliberate cunning. Stili bis power, if
weakenod, was by riu mens lost. The womai
was slightly tranquillised by bis words. Thore is
something in the inevitable that compels submis-
sion ; sud as yet the blow was too rocent for
lier to, feel more than its benumbing influence.
By adroit questions, which a careful observer
conld bave seen vere put so as to satisfy himself,
lie discovered, evidently to bis satisfaction, that
sbe lad piot hld one distinct sentence from thec
dying man's lips. She did not nie the brokeii
words-"9 Make a dlean breast ;" thougli tbeywere
well understood by lier, and wore evon now
sounding, aud evermore to sound, in the depths
of ber boing.

Su Burke said,"I Get back, my friend, geL ye
back I Ye've done ail ; l'Il see to, the rest ; aud
now yell bave a chance. of saving a bit for
yoursol'."

"lDinna talk that way, man," said she, sud-
denly. IlI care no for mysel'-I'm weary of iL
all-weary and sick Lu, deatli; aud, wbat's more,
l'Il leave-I must-I've long wanted to, and 1

lUEt."
"iLeave 1"1 said Burke, agliast. IlWhatl1 leave

a good home,' wbere ye're making yer ivay finely
-beave the yeung leddy that loves yc il,

"iTliat's iL. I can't keePt iL up. lle's gone,
and I canna--"

dWomau,"i said Burke, in a hissing wbisper;
'ido y'e know what I saw last Tbursday ?11

He pointed, as ho spoke, bis bean and borny
foreflnger acroas the citY toward a biblinlu Lie
distance, with a strong building on the sumnmit.

She did flot answer, but she looked in tic
direction to wbichbcliepointed.

ilI saw a man banged there for a murder,
w'oman-a murder tbey said lie did some Nvhilc
a-gone.,'1

"Murder 1"1
"Husb I it's an ugly word te speak, evený

against a nine-foot thick wnlb. Yes ; iLt vas not
clear to me, nor to a many more, that the mani
vas guilty. He migit ha' been an accemplice;
but I saw liai banged-land like a dog il'
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